Many losses to banks are the results of carelessness, and indifference to warnings. 
Use the box printed below and add to your bank’s protection. 
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Long Sought Swindler Caught 


A L. BRUN, a check swindler, better 
¢ known to readers of the JouRNAL 
as F. Mayer, was arrested after a four- 
year search. By opening accounts with 
several banks located in the same city and 
kiting checks back and forth, Brun soon 
made the acquaintance of the tellers. Later he 
drew a check in a large amount against one of 
the accounts sufficient to cover it and had it 
certified. He then made duplicate certified 
checks, which he cashed at the other banks 
where his account was comparatively smaller. 
Brun’s last operation was in Kansas City, 
Mo., and he collected about $27,000. 


F. Mayer 


Oscar H. Sitterle, an ex-employee of a 
member bank defrauded, moved to Los An- 
geles, Cal., and while on the street recog- 
nized a passerby known to him as Wm. F. 
Walker and for whom he cashed a forged 
certified check. Mr. Sitterle immediately 
attempted to hold the operator, but the lat- 
ter fled down the street. Mr. Sitterle gave 
chase, and Brun unknowingly rushed into 
the arms of an officer. When questioned by 
our detective agents’ Los Angeles represen- 
tatives, Brun confessed to his operations 
and will plead guilty when returned to Kan- 
sas City for trial. Brun defrauded banks 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn.; Brook- 
lyn and Buffalo, N. Y.; Chicago, Ill.; Bos- 
ton, Mass.; New Orleans, La., and Kansas 
City, Mo., in the manner described above, 
obtaining approximately $60,000. He has 
used the aliases of F. Mayer, Wm. F. 
Walker, Wm. F. Winter, W. Hale Hamil- 
ton, George F. Winter, E. B. Hatfield, R. 
O. Harch, Martin Enderlee, Howard R. 
Harvey, Chester Page, John B. Hammond 
and P. A. Browne. 

Articles relative to Brun’s operations ap- 
pear in the following Journat Supplements : 
April, 1920, page 166; August, 1921, page 
10; August, 1922, page 10; September, 1923, 
page 2; December, 1923, page 3. 


Bogus Refund Drafts 


T= Lehigh Valley Railroad Company 
reports that some one has printed a 
duplicate of its passenger refund drafts, 
which are being cashed throughout the east- 
ern section of the country. These drafts 
may be detected by the signature of C. A. 
Blood, general passenger agent, appearing 
thereon. Although Mr. Blood is employed 


by the organization, he is not connected with 


that department and does not sign their 
checks. Members should refrain from ac- 
cepting refund drafts signed in this manner. 


Swindler Active 


A PARTY claiming to represent the Shef- 
field Silverware Company, New York 
City and using names of the company’s 
employees, is soliciting business and collect- 
ing payments in advance. When checks are 
received he will cash them. He is described 
as being 22 years of age; weighs 140 pounds; 
slender build; black hair and eyes; shabby 
appearance; wore gray and black mixed 
overcoat, badly worn. Members are warned 
to watch out for him. 


Bogus Lehigh Engineering 
Corporation Checks 


EVERAL banks and merchants in the 

eastern section of Pennsylvania have 
been defrauded by a criminal operating 
with bogus checks bearing the name of the 
Lehigh Engineering Corporation. These 
checks are drawn on a member bank at Al- 
lentown, Pa., payable to M. M. King and 
signed John T. Warner. The operator usual- 
ly identifies himself by means of an elabo- 
rate business card purporting to be that of 
the Lehigh Engineering Corporation. A 
specimen of the handwriting appearing on 
the check is reproduced herewith. 


FRED J. ALLEN is operating in Roslyn, 
Wash., and vicinity with bogus certified 
checks and drafts drawn on the Farmers 
and Merchants Bank, Sumner, Nebr. Allen 
is described as about 33 to 35 years of 
age; 5 feet 11 inches tall; medium build; 
dark complexion; dark hair; wore light 
yellow overcoat. 


CHARLIE BECKWITH secured a blank 
check of a depositor of a member bank in 
Long Beach, Cal., which he cashed after 
forging the customer’s signature to same. 
The operator gave his address as 817 Chest- 
nut Avenue, Long Beach, which is fictitious. 
We are reproducing below a specimen of 
his handwriting. 


Bl? ax 


JOE R. BENNETT, employed by a cot- 
ton dealer, secured one of his employer’s 
drafts made out to a customer, and after 
forging the indorsement thereon, cashed it 


at a member bank in Colorado, Tex. Ben- 
nett is described as 6 feet tall; light com- 
plexion; light hair and eyes; high cheek 
bones; good appearance; rather slow in 
speech. Members are warned to watch for 
his appearance. 


FRANK L. BERGERON opened ac- 
counts at member banks in Winooski and 
Burlington, Vt., with a small amount of 
cash and a bogus check. He is now operat- 
ing with these checks. Bergeron is described 
as 5 feet 10 or 11 inches tall; weighs 150 
pounds ; sandy complexion. He has used the 
aliases M. Goeller, Sidney Gardner, J. Ross, 
F. Niles and Frank Niles. Members are 
requested to watch out for this operator. 


FRANK BROWN called at the Greene- 
baum Son Bank and Trust Company, Chi- 
cago, Ill., and claiming to represent a de- 
positor, secured a check book, Checks from 
this book, signed Daniel B. Gibbs, have 
been received from local merchants. They 
are bogus, and members are advised not to 
accept them. 


M. BROWN, a salesman for oil burner 
stove equipments, recently operated in Rog- 
ers, Ark. with a bogus check drawn on 
the Quincy State Bank, Quincy, Kans., de- 
frauding a member bank. Brown is an ex- 
service man. Members are warned not to 
accept similar checks. 


C. W. CLARK, a traveling salesman, 
opened an account at a member bank in 
Des Moines, Iowa, with a check drawn on 
the Citizens National Bank, Los Angeles, 
Cal., and was given a check book. He im- 
mediately made use of these checks by 
cashing them on local merchants, which in 
turn were honored by our member. Later 
the check on the California bank was re- 
turned unpaid. Clark is described as 32 
years of age; 6 feet tall; weighs 180 pounds; 
dark complexion ; blue eyes; long face; wore 
brown overcoat and hat. 


BEN M. CLARY. By raising the amount 
of a check given him, Clary defrauded a 
member bank in Silver City, N. M. Clary 
is described as 45 years of age; 5 feet 8 
inches tall; weighs 130 pounds; slender 
build; slightly gray hair; occupation bar- 
ber and sign painter, A specimen of Clary’s 
handwriting is reproduced herewith. 


Aw 


WELTON CRAIG, giving the address 
of 514 East Peco Street, Los Angeles, Cal., 
recently defrauded a local member bank by 
the use of a stolen check bearing the forged 
signature of a depositor. We are reproduc- 
ing herewith a specimen of Craig’s hand- 
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writing. Members are requested to be on 
the alert for his appearance. 


L. F. CURTIS is being sought by a mem- 
ber bank in St. Louis, Mo., charged with 
issuing a worthless check to a local mer- 
chant. Curtis is described as being 24 or 25 
years of age; 5 feet 4 inches tall; weighs 
115 pounds; slender build; light ruddy com- 
plexion; blond hair; blue eyes. 


JOSE M. DIAS. This individual is re- 
ported by merchants in Cheyenne, Wyo., and 
Denver, Colo., as issuing bogus checks drawn 
on the Canadian Bank of Commerce and 
the Royal Bank of Canada, Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, Canada. Dias is described as 5 feet 
2 inches in height; weighs 105 to 115 pounds; 
fluffy hair; large bright eyes; thick lips. 


VICTOR: DIAZ received a check in a 
small arnount for salary due from a de- 
positor in a member bank in Los Angeles, 
Cal. Seeing an opportunity to make some 
easy money, Diaz raised the amount on the 
check and received the funds. Diaz is now 
being sought by our detective agents’ Los 
Angeles representatives. The operator is 
described as 22 years of age; 5 feet 5 inches 
tall; weighs 125 pounds. We are reproduc- 
ing a specimen of his handwriting. 


W. C. DRENNEN called at a member 
bank in Clay, W. Va., and presented a note 
presumably signed by relatives, which was 
cashed. When the note became due the 
relatives were notified, and the forgery 
discovered. Drennen had been arrested on 
previous occasions for issuing forged checks. 
He is believed to have gone to either Cleve- 
land or Chillicothe, Ohio, after securing the 
cash. Members are requested to be on the 
alert for him. He is described as being 30 
years of age; 5 feet 11% inches tall; weighs 
160 pounds; medium build; black hair; dark 
chestnut eyes; smooth shaven. 


C. L. EDWARDS. A party using this 
alias stole several checks from an old book 
of a depositor of a member bank in Los 
Angeles, Cal. After forging the custom- 
er’s signature thereon, Edwards succeeded 
in cashing one of them at a local store. 
The operator is described as 40 years of 


W. N. Heath, Jr. 


Bogus Check Operator 
Active Again 


W.N. HEATH, JR., using 
*such aliases as Dave L. 
Palmer, J. D. Hardy, Wayne E. 
Conklin, O. M. Brennan, Wm. 
K. Savage, W. E. Conklin and 
Wm. A. Merrill, Jr., is again op- 
erating with bogus checks. Heath 
was arrested in New Orleans, 
La., in 1917 and sentenced to 
serve two years in the Federal 
Penitentiary, Atlanta Ga. Since 
then he has been arrested on sev- 
eral occasions. Heath uses differ- 
ent styles of checks in his opera- 
tions, but recently he has been 
issuing checks of the “Actors 
Equity Association,” Inc., New 
York, N. Y. Other forms used 
are “The Aero Reserve Mail,’ 
“Mastercraft Film Corp.,’ “U. 
S. V. Naval Militia” and “Mu- 
tual Benefit Health & Accident 
Association.” Heath is described 
as 31 years of age; 5 feet 11 
inches tall; weighs 135 pounds; 
slender build ; fair complexion; 
curly brown hair and brown eyes. 
We are reproducing below one 
of the checks used by the opera- 
tor and would suggest that it be 
studied carefully. Members will 
find little difficulty in detecting 
these bogus checks if they will 
watch for the signature of O. M. 
Brennan for in each instance that 
signature is similar. 
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age; 5 feet 9 inches tall; dark complexion. 
Reproduced below is a specimen of Ed- 
wards’ handwriting. 


R. L. EDWARDS, who formerly had 
a checking account with the Johnstown 
Trust Company, Johnstown, Pa., is now 
operating with checks drawn on this bank, 
defrauding merchants and individuals who 
indorse them. His recent checks have beén 
received from New York, N. Y., and the 
vicinity, and members are requested not to 
accept them. 


W. E. GALLAGHER, alias Edward Tay- 
lor, employed by a depositor of a member 
bank in St. Louis, Mo., was granted per- 
mission to work in the evening. While thus 
employed he found an opportunity to steal 
several blank checks, which he forged and 
cashed. Gallagher is described as 40 years 
of age; 6 feet tall; weighs 225 pounds; heavy 
build; dark hair, graying at temples; heavy 
eyebrows. 


ROBERT GREEN made the acquain- 
tance of a fellow workman while employed 
in a camp near Kerry, Ore. Later they 
left the camp, and Green was employed as 
a teamster by his friend’s parents. After 
working two weeks he was paid off by check, 
which he used as a sample for a forged 
check which he cashed at a member bank 
in Yoncalla. The operator is described as 
18 years of age; 5 feet 6 inches tall; weighs 
135 pounds; medium complexion; light hair, 
combed pompadour; gray eyes; wore brown 
sweater, overalls and cap. We are repro- 
ducing herewith a specimen of his hand- 
writing. 


hk 


T. HALL. A member bank in Los An- 
geles, Cal., suffered a loss by cashing a 
check for a party using this alias. This 
check was stolen from one of the bank’s 
depositors and bore his forged signature. 
We are reproducing above a specimen 
of the handwriting appearing on the check 
and request that members watch for him. 


‘957.75 ag 


ig 
: 4 
| 
. 
4 
| 


Arrested and Escapes 


William Hall 


ILLIAM HALL, whose photograph 

is reproduced above, was arrested in 
Scranton, Pa., charged with defrauding a 
member bank by means of checks purporting 
to be signed by a clergyman in that vicinity. 
Hall, clothed like a clergyman, found little 
difficulty in securing the cash. He was 
later released on bail and on the date of 
the trial failed to put in his appearance. He 
is now being sought as a fugitive from jus- 
tice. Hall is described as 24 years of age; 
5 feet 8!4 inches tall; weighs 144 pounds; 
medium build; dark complexion; chestnut 
hair and brown eyes. 


A. HANSEN, formerly employed by the 
Rutenber Electric Company, Marion, Ind., is 
still in possession of the company’s business 
cards and letters of introduction and is oper- 
ating against banks and hotels in New York 
and vicinity with bogus checks drawn on the 
Marion National Bank, Marion, Ind. Mem- 
bers are warned not to accept his checks. 


D. M. HORNE, claiming to represent the 
Todd Protectograph Company, is operating 
in the Southern States with bogus checks 
drawn on the Atlantic Savings Bank, 
Charleston, S. C. He gave an address of 
506 Silvery Building, Atlanta, Ga. Mem- 
bers are warned not to accept similar checks. 


ROBERT HYLES, colored, secured a 
Christmas fund check sent to a depositor by 
a member bank in Kansas City, Mo., and 
forged the endorsement thereon. Members 
are requested to watch for his appearance. 


F. M. KEANE, claiming to be employed 
by Beck Hazzard Shoe Company, 292 La- 
fayette St., New York City, cashed a check 
drawn on the Garfield National Bank, New 
York City, and signed L. H. Allen, “Spe- 
cial,” at a merchant’s store in Bristol, Conn. 
This check was returned marked “No Ac- 
count.” Members are warned not to cash his 
checks. 


CARL KOCH issued the forged check of 
an insurance company located in New York 
City to an individual residing in Stapleton, 
S. I. He will no doubt attempt to cash 
other checks, and we therefore request mem- 
bers to be on the alert for his appearance. 
We have no picture of Koch at this writing. 


FRED J. LARNED, using such aliases as 
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A. C. Howard and Robbins, operated in 
Hillyard, Wash., with a forged certified 
check of the Farmers State Bank, Windom, 
Minn. He also operated in Pasco, Wash. 
Larned is described as about 35 years of age, 
5 feet 11 inches tall, 160 to 170 pounds, me- 
dium complexion. We are reproducing a 
specimen of the operator’s handwriting. 


R. E. LEFFINGWELL, accompanied by 
his wife, mother-in-law, four children (two 
boys and two girls) and an Airedale dog, is 
traveling through the Western states and 
paying his way with checks drawn on the 
Peapack-Gladstone National Bank, Glad- 
stone, N. J. Leffingwell opened an account 
at this bank which he reduced to one dollar 
and his checks are returned as worthless. 
His latest checks were received from Olive, 
Cal., and members are warned to watch for 
him. 


Bogus Cashier’s Checks 


A party using the alias H. D. LEWIS op- 
erated in Belleville, Ill, Gary, Ind., and 
vicinity, with bogus cashier’s checks of the 
Liberty National Bank, New York City, 
drawn on the Farmers and Merchants Na- 
tional Bank, Dodge City, Kan. a non- 
existent bank, and signed James E, Smith, 
cashier. Members are requested to watch 
for his appearance. 


M. A. MACE stole several blank cnecks 
from a depositor of a member bank in Col- 
linsville, Okla. After forging the cus- 
tomer’s signature thereon, Mace succeeded in 
securing the money from another local mem- 
ber bank. As the person from whom the 
checks were stolen is a cotton ginner it is 
believed Mace will conduct business with 
other cotton dealers. 


GEORGE MARTIN. A party using this 
alias stole a book of blank checks from a 
depositor of a member bank in Kansas City, 
Kan., and is getting local merchants to cash 
them. Martin also used the following 
aliases: Ed. G. Robinson, Edward Robin- 
son, H. S. Bender. He is described as fol- 
lows: 26 years of age; 5 feet 8 inches tall; 
weighs 155 pounds; medium build; light 
complexion ; stooped shouldered. 


P. N. McMEEN opened an account with 
a member bank in Kansas City, Mo., with a 
bogus check drawn on the Condon National 
Bank, Coffeyville, Kan. Other checks have 
been cashed by the operator on hotels and 
merchants. Members are cautioned to be 
careful in accepting his checks. 


SHERRED McNEILL, using checks bear- 
ing the forged signature of a depositor of a 
member bank in Houston, Tex., caused a 
loss. We are unable to publish a description 
of McNeill at present. 


C. F. MILLIKEN, president of the Indian 
Run Petroleum and Gas Company, is oper- 
ating in Ohio and West Virginia, with 
worthless checks of the Union National 
Bank, Sisterville, W. Va. This bank car- 
ried the account until the concern sold its 
property when the account was practically 
closed out and now there are not sufficient 


funds to cover the checks issued. Some of 
the checks are made payable to Miss N. A, 
May, who is believed to be an employee of 
the company. Members are requested to 
watch for similar checks. 


H. H. MITCHELL is operating in IIli- 
nois and Indiana with checks of the Union 
News Company drawn on the Mercantile 
Trust Co., St. Louis, Mo., signed J. W. Fox, 
paymaster, which are bogus. The Union 
News Company know of no one by this 
name. Members are warned against accept- 
ing similar checks. 


R. G. MOLTE. A party using this name 
defrauded a member bank in Kansas City, 
Mo., by the use of a check bearing the 
forged signature of a depositor. The oper- 
ator became acquainted with the customer at 
a local hotel and soon became friendly. The 
depositor was forced to go to a hospital for 
treatment and left his baggage in Molte’s 
care. With the baggage at his disposal the 
operator had access to checkfbook and speci- 
men of the depositor’s signature. Molte is 
believed to be heading for Portland, Ore., 
where his mother is supposed to reside. 
Members are requested to be on the alert 
for his appearance. 


RALPH NAPIER, alias William G. 
Page, after opening accounts at member 
banks in Amsterdam, N. Y., by depositing 
small amounts of cash, presented checks 
drawn on the Albany Trust Company, Al- 
bany, N. Y., signed “B. C. Vogel,” re- 
ceiving smaller amounts in cash and request- 
ing the balance to be credited to his account. 
This operation was repeated within the next 
few days, when amounts in excess of the 
original cash deposit were withdrawn. The 
checks accepted were later returned as bogus 
at each bank. He is now in possession of 
pass books issued by at least two Amster- 
dam, N. Y., banks and will probably attempt 
to raise money on them. The operator gave 
his address as 58 Division Street, Amster- 
dam, N. Y. The names Napier and Page 
are fictitious. He is about 30 years of age. 


GEORGE D. NEIMAN defrauded a 
member bank in Newton, Kan., by issuing a 
check which was later returned on account 
of insufficient funds. He is traveling 
through the West and members are there- 
fore requested to be on the alert for his 
appearance. 


C. W. PHILLIPS after receiving a check 
from a depositor of a member bank in 
Plains, Mont., raised the amount and cashed 
it. Phillips is described as 27 years of age; 
6 feet tall; weighs 180 pounds; occupation 
lumberjack. 


C. H. RADFORD. The New England 
National Bank, Kansas City, Mo., reports a 
party using this alias as having printed 
checks drawn on the bank against the ac- 
count of the Consolidated Steel & Wire Co., 
Kansas City, Mo., a non-existent concern. 
The operator is disposing of these checks 
among local merchants. He is described as 
45 to 45 years of age; 5 feet 7 inches tall; 
weighs 180 pounds; stout build; florid com- 
plexion; full face; smooth shaven. 


: 
J 


February, 1924 


JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION 5 


J. B. ROGERS, alias S. E. Barton. Rep- 
resenting himself as a contractor desiring to 
locate in a small business, Rogers secures the 
confidence of the bank teller and later when 
he presents a check it is cashed without any 
hesitation. This system has been used by 
the operator who defrauded several mem- 
ber banks in New Orleans, La. Rogers, 
whose photograph is reproduced above, is 
described as 40 years of age; 5 feet 7 inches 
tall; weighs 140 pounds; medium build; 
dark complexion; dark hair and eyes. A 
specimen of his handwriting is reproduced 
below. 


J. B. Rogers 


CHAS. SCHMIDT called at a member 
bank in Des Moines, Iowa, and after sub- 
mitting proper credentials presented a check 
drawn on the Iowa State Bank, Atlantic, 
Iowa, signed G. I. McDermott which was 
cashed. This check was later returned as 
bogus. Schmidt also issued a check drawn 
on the Citizens Savings Bank, Avoca, Iowa, 
signed by Schmidt to the order of G. I. Mc- 
Dermott, who endeavored to cash it. This 
check on which payment was refused was 
returned because of insufficient funds. 
Schmidt is described as 50 years of age; 5 
feet 8 inches tall; weighs 170 pounds; light 
complexion; hair slightly gray. McDer- 
mott is about 45 years of age; 5 feet 6 inches 
tall; 160 pounds; wore gray checked suit 
and leather overcoat. 


GL 


T. J. SHAW, by forging the signature of 
his father-in-law to a check, defrauded a 
member bank in Akron, Ohio. Our detec- 
tive agents’ Cleveland representatives in- 
vestigating the case learned that Shaw was 


employed for a short time by a local insur- 
ance company, and had written several false 
policies and collected money which he failed 
to turn in. Shaw is described as 39 years of 
age; 5 feet 5 inches tall; weighs 130 pounds; 
dark hair; smooth shaven. Members are 
requested to watch for Itim. We are repro- 
ducing a specimen of his writing. 


UL 

MRS. MORRIS STEWART opened an 
account at a member bank in Richmond, 
Va., making a small cash deposit. Later 
she deposited a bogus check drawn on a 
local bank and immediately issued checks 
against her account to merchants. The 
checks were honored by our member before 
the return of the one deposited. The op- 
erator is described as 22 years of age; 5 
feet 4 inches tall; weighs 130 pounds; me- 
dium build; fair complexion; light hair; 
gray eyes. We are reproducing a specimen 
of her handwriting above. 


E. L. SULLINS, alias Edgar Sullins. A 
member bank in Wichita, Kan., reports this 
individual as issuing checks purported to be 
signed by one of the bank’s depositors. In 
the lower left corner of each check appears 
the following: “‘For work on house at 1008 
Hydraulic” or “Shingling garage at 1212 
Hydraulic.” The operator is described as 
38 years of age; 5 feet 8 inches tall; weighs 
155 pounds; dark hair; smooth shaven. A 
warrant has been issued for his arrest. 


Fred Thompson 


FRED THOMPSON, whose photograph 
is reproduced above, defrauded a member 
bank in York, Nebr., by the use of a forged 
check. After marrying a York girl, Thomp- 
son went to Lincoln, Nebr., where he suc- 
ceeded in cashing the check. He is de- 
scribed as 40 years of age. Members are 
requested to be on the alert for this operator. 


D. W. TULLUS. This individual is op- 
erating in the South with checks drawn on 


the Union Bank & Trust Co., Montgomery, 
Ala., and purported to be issued by Allen 
Bros. Hide & Fur Co., signed A. H. Allen, 
manager. This bank carries no such ac- 
count, and members are advised not to ac- 
cept similar checks. 


WM. M. VAN HACK is operating with 
bogus checks of the Plainfield Trust Co., 
Plainfield, N. J., against local merchants. 
In each instance the check was made pay- 
able to Van Hack. 


CHAS. WAGONER, alias J. A. Baird, 
using checks bearing the forged signature 
of a depositor, caused a loss to a member 
bank in Los Angeles, Cal. He will no doubt 
present other checks, and members are 
warned to watch out for him. We are re- 
producing below a specimen of the hand- 
writing appearing on the checks. 


Chas 


DAN S. WHITE. A party using this 
name caused a member bank in Eugene, Ore., 
to suffer a loss by presenting a check bear- 
ing the forged signature of a depositor. 
White is accompanied by an old man, who 
assists him in his operations. They secure 
the specimen for their forgeries from dis- 
carded deposit slips thrown in waste baskets 
in bank lobbies. There appears below a 
facsimile of the operator’s handwriting. 


IDA C. WHITE is operating in River- 
side, Cal., and vicinity with bogus checks 
drawn on the California Bank, San Pedro, 
Cal., signed J. F. White. 


R. B. WHITE. A party using this alias 
appeared at a banquet held by the Lion’s 
Club in Sterling, Kan., and claiming to be 
a deputy governor for this district of the 
organization, addressed those assembled. The 
following day he appeared at a local member 
bank and presented his check in a small 
amount. The teller did not hesitate to cash 
it. White claimed to represent the Ameri- 
can Central Life Insurance Company, and 
after gaining the confidence of the teller, 
who happened to be holder of one of the 
company’s policies, secured this policy to 
which he said he would add a disability 
clause. White disappeared with the policy 
and later his check was returned as bogus. 


WILLIAM V. WHITNEY opened an ac- 
count at a member bank in Atlanta, Ga., de- 
positing a bogus check drawn on the Cen- 
tral Union Trust Company, New York City, 
signed J. C. Jennings. Whitney, represent- 
ing himself as appraiser for the Rogers Es- 
tate, New York City, had a check book 
printed and immediately set out cashing 
checks at local stores. Several of these 
checks were cashed by our member before 
the return of the check deposited. Members 
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Arrested and Escapes 


William Hall 


ILLIAM HALL, whose photograph 

is reproduced above, was arrested in 
Scranton, Pa., charged with defrauding a 
member bank by means of checks purporting 
to be signed by a clergyman in that vicinity. 
Hall, clothed like a clergyman, found little 
difficulty in securing the cash. He was 
later released on bail and on the date of 
the trial failed to put in his appearance. He 
is now being sought as a fugitive from jus- 
tice. Hall is described as 24 years of age; 
5 feet 814 inches tall; weighs 144 pounds; 
medium build; dark complexion; chestnut 
hair and brown eyes. 


A. HANSEN, formerly employed by the 
Rutenber Electric Company, Marion, Ind., is 
still in possession of the company’s business 
cards and letters of introduction and is oper- 
ating against banks and hotels in New York 
and vicinity with bogus checks drawn on the 
Marion National Bank, Marion, Ind. Mem- 
bers are warned not to accept his checks. 


D. M. HORNE, claiming to represent the 
Todd Protectograph Company, is operating 
in the Southern States with bogus checks 
drawn on the Atlantic Savings Bank, 
Charleston, S. C. He gave an address of 
506 Silvery Building, Atlanta, Ga. Mem- 
bers are warned not to accept similar checks. 


ROBERT HYLES, colored, secured a 
Christmas fund check sent to a depositor by 
a member bank in Kansas City, Mo., and 
forged the endorsement thereon. Members 
are requested to watch for his appearance. 


F. M. KEANE, claiming to be employed 
by Beck Hazzard Shoe Company, 292 La- 
fayette St., New York City, cashed a check 
drawn on the Garfield National Bank, New 
York City, and signed L. H. Allen, “Spe- 
cial,” at a merchant’s store in Bristol, Conn. 
This check was returned marked “No Ac- 
count.” Members are warned not to cash his 
checks. 


CARL KOCH issued the forged check of 
an insurance company located in New York 
City to an individual residing in Stapleton, 
S. I. He will no doubt attempt to cash 
other checks, and we therefore request mem- 
bers to be on the alert for his appearance. 
We have no picture of Koch at this writing. 


FRED J. LARNED, using such aliases as 
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A. C. Howard and Robbins, operated in 
Hillyard, Wash., with a forged certified 
check of the Farmers State Bank, Windom, 
Minn. He also operated in Pasco, Wash. 
Larned is described as about 35 years of age, 
5 feet 11 inches tall, 160 to 170 pounds, me- 
dium complexion. We are reproducing a 
specimen of the operator’s handwriting. 


R. E. LEFFINGWELL, accompanied by 
his wife, mother-in-law, four children (two 
boys and two girls) and an Airedale dog, is 
traveling through the Western states and 
paying his way with checks drawn on the 
Peapack-Gladstone National Bank, Glad- 
stone, N. J. Leffingwell opened an account 
at this bank which he reduced to one dollar 
and his checks are returned as worthless. 
His latest checks were received from Olive, 
“em and members are warned to watch for 

im. 


Bogus Cashier’s Checks 


A party using the alias H. D. LEWIS op- 
erated in Belleville, Ill, Gary, Ind. and 
vicinity, with bogus cashier’s checks of the 
Liberty National Bank, New York City, 
drawn on the Farmers and Merchants Na- 
tional Bank, Dodge City, Kan. a non- 
existent bank, and signed James E, Smith, 
cashier. Members are requested to watch 
for his appearance. 


M. A. MACE stole several blank cnecks 
from a depositor of a member bank in Col- 
linsville, Okla. After forging the cus- 
tomer’s signature thereon, Mace succeeded in 
securing the money from another local mem- 
ber bank. As the person from whom the 
checks were stolen is a cotton ginner it is 
believed Mace will conduct business with 
other cotton dealers. 


GEORGE MARTIN. A party using this 
alias stole a book of blank checks from a 
depositor of a member bank in Kansas City, 
Kan., and is getting local merchants to cash 
them. Martin also used the following 
aliases: Ed. G. Robinson, Edward Robin- 
son, H. S. Bender. He is described as fol- 
lows: 26 years of age; 5 feet 8 inches tall; 
weighs 155 pounds; medium build; light 
complexion ; stooped shouldered. 


P. N. McMEEN opened an account with 
a member bank in Kansas City, Mo., with a 
bogus check drawn on the Condon National 
Bank, Coffeyville, Kan. Other checks have 
been cashed by the operator on hotels and 
merchants. Members are cautioned to be 
careful in accepting his checks. 


SHERRED McNEILL, using checks bear- 
ing the forged signature of a depositor of a 
member bank in Houston, Tex., caused a 
loss. We are unable to publish a description 
of McNeill at present. 


C. F. MILLIKEN, president of the Indian 
Run Petroleum and Gas Company, is oper- 
ating in Ohio and West Virginia, with 
worthless checks of the Union National 
Bank, Sisterville, W. Va. This bank car- 
ried the account until the concern sold its 
property when the account was practically 
closed out and now there are not sufficient 
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funds to cover the checks issued. Some of 
the checks are made payable to Miss N. A. 
May, who is believed to be an employee of 
the company. Members are requested to 
watch for similar checks. 


H. H. MITCHELL is operating in Illi- 
nois and Indiana with checks of the Union 
News Company drawn on the Mercantile 
Trust Co., St. Louis, Mo., signed J. W. Fox, 
paymaster, which are bogus. The Union 
News Company know of no one by this 
name. Members are warned against accept- 
ing similar checks. 


R. G. MOLTE. A party using this name 
defrauded a member bank in Kansas City, 
Mo., by the use of a check bearing the 
forged signature of a depositor. The oper- 
ator became acquainted with the customer at 
a local hotel and soon became friendly. The 
depositor was forced to go to a hospital for 
treatment and left his baggage in Molte’s 
care. With the baggage at his disposal the 
operator had access to checkbook and speci- 
men of the depositor’s signature. Molte is 
believed to be heading for Portland, Ore, 
where his mother is supposed to reside. 
Members are requested to be on the alert 
for his appearance. 


RALPH NAPIER, alias William G, 
Page, after opening accounts at member 
banks in Amsterdam, N. Y., by depositing 
small amounts of cash, presented checks 
drawn on the Albany Trust Company, Al- 
bany, N. Y., signed “B. C. Vogel,” re- 
ceiving smaller amounts in cash and request- 
ing the balance to be credited to his account. 
This operation was repeated within the next 
few days, when amounts in excess of the 
original cash deposit were withdrawn. The 
checks accepted were later returned as bogus 
at each bank. He is now in possession of 
pass books issued by at least two Amster- 
dam, N. Y., banks and will probably attempt 
to raise money on them. The operator gave 
his address as 58 Division Street, Amster- 
dam, N. Y. The names Napier and Page 
are fictitious. He is about 30 years of age. 


GEORGE D. NEIMAN defrauded a 
member bank in Newton, Kan., by issuing a 
check which was later returned on account 
of insufficient funds. He is traveling 
through the West and members are there- 
fore requested to be on the alert for his 
appearance. 


C. W. PHILLIPS after receiving a check 
from a depositor of a member bank in 
Plains, Mont., raised the amount and cashed 
it. Phillips is described as 27 years of age; 
6 feet tall; weighs 180 pounds; occupation 
lumberjack. 


C. H. RADFORD. The New England 
National Bank, Kansas City, Mo., reports a 
party using this alias as having printed 
checks drawn on the bank against the ac- 
count of the Consolidated Steel & Wire Co., 
Kansas City, Mo., a non-existent concern. 
The operator is disposing of these checks 
among local merchants. He is described as 
45 to 45 years of age; 5 feet 7 inches tall; 
weighs 180 pounds; stout build; florid com- 
plexion; full face; smooth shaven. 
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J. B. ROGERS, alias S. E. Barton. Rep- 
resenting himself as a contractor desiring to 
locate in a small business, Rogers secures the 
confidence of the bank teller and later when 
he presents a check it is cashed without any 
hesitation. This system has been used by 
the operator who defrauded several mem- 
ber banks in New Orleans, La. Rogers, 
whose photograph is reproduced above, is 
described as 40 years of age; 5 feet 7 inches 
tall; weighs 140 pounds; medium build; 
dark complexion; dark hair and eyes. A 
specimen of his handwriting is reproduced 
below. 


CHAS. SCHMIDT called at a member 
bank in Des Moines, Iowa, and after sub- 
mitting proper credentials presented a check 
drawn on the Iowa State Bank, Atlantic, 
Iowa, signed G. I. McDermott which was 
cashed. This check was later returned as 
bogus. Schmidt also issued a check drawn 
on the Citizens Savings Bank, Avoca, Iowa, 
signed by Schmidt to the order of G. I. Mc- 
Dermott, who endeavored to cash it. This 
check on which payment was refused was 
returned because of insufficient funds. 
Schmidt is described as 50 years of age; 5 
feet 8 inches tall; weighs 170 pounds; light 
complexion; hair slightly gray. McDer- 
mott is about 45 years of age; 5 feet 6 inches 
tall; 160 pounds; wore gray checked suit 
and leather overcoat. 


T. J. SHAW, by forging the signature of 
his father-in-law to a check, defrauded a 
member bank in Akron, Ohio. Our detec- 
tive agents’ Cleveland representatives in- 
vestigating the case learned that Shaw was 


employed for a short time by a local insur- 
ance company, and had written several false 
policies and collected money which he failed 
to turn in. Shaw is described as 39 years of 
age; 5 feet 5 inches tall; weighs 130 pounds; 
dark hair; smooth shaven. Members are 
requested to watch for Ifim. We are repro- 
ducing a specimen of his writing. 


MRS. MORRIS STEWART opened an 
account at a member bank in Richmond, 
Va., making a small cash deposit. Later 
she deposited a bogus check drawn on a 
local bank and immediately issued checks 
against her account to merchants. The 
checks were honored by our member before 
the return of the one deposited. The op- 
erator is described as 22 years of age; 5 
feet 4 inches tall; weighs 130 pounds; me- 
dium build; fair complexion; light hair; 
gray eyes. We are reproducing a specimen 
of her handwriting above. 


E. L. SULLINS, alias Edgar Sullins. A 
member bank in Wichita, Kan., reports this 
individual as issuing checks purported to be 
signed by one of the bank’s depositors. In 
the lower left corner of each check appears 
the following: “For work on house at 1008 
Hydraulic” or “Shingling garage at 1212 
Hydraulic.” The operator is described as 
38 years of age; 5 feet 8 inches tall; weighs 
155 pounds; dark hair; smooth shaven. A 
warrant has been issued for his arrest. 


Fred Thompson 


FRED THOMPSON, whose photograph 
is reproduced above, defrauded a member 
bank in York, Nebr., by the use of a forged 
check. After marrying a York girl, Thomp- 
son went to Lincoln, Nebr., where he suc- 
ceeded in cashing the check. He is de- 
scribed as 40 years of age. Members are 
requested to be on the alert for this operator. 


D. W. TULLUS. This individual is op- 
erating in the South with checks drawn on 


the Union Bank & Trust Co., Montgomery, 
Ala., and purported to be issued by Allen 
Bros. Hide & Fur Co., signed A. H. Allen, 
manager. This bank carries no such ac- 
count, and members are advised not to ac- 
cept similar checks. 


WM. M. VAN HACK is operating with 
bogus checks of the Plainfield Trust Co., 
Plainfield, N. J., against local merchants. 
In each instance the check was made pay- 
able to Van Hack. 


CHAS. WAGONER, alias J. A. Baird, 
using checks bearing the forged signature 
of a depositor, caused a loss to a member 
bank in Los Angeles, Cal. He will no doubt 
present other checks, and members are 
warned to watch out for him. We are re- 
producing below a specimen of the hand- 
writing appearing on the checks. 


Chas 


DAN S. WHITE. A party using this 
name caused a member bank in Eugene, Ore., 
to suffer a loss by presenting a check bear- 
ing the forged signature of a depositor. 
White is accompanied by an old man, who 
assists him in his operations. They secure 
the specimen for their forgeries from dis- 
carded deposit slips thrown in waste baskets 
in bank lobbies. There appears below a 
facsimile of the operator’s handwriting. 


IDA C. WHITE is operating in River- 
side, Cal., and vicinity with bogus checks 
drawn on the California Bank, San Pedro, 
Cal., signed J. F. White. 


R. B. WHITE. A party using this alias 
appeared at a banquet held by the Lion’s 
Club in Sterling, Kan., and claiming to be 
a deputy governor for this district of the 
organization, addressed those assembled. The 
following day he appeared at a local member 
bank and presented his check in a small 
amount. The teller did not hesitate to cash 
it. White claimed to represent the Ameri- 
can Central Life Insurance Company, and 
after gaining the confidence of the teller, 
who happened to be holder of one of the 
company’s policies, secured this policy to 
which he said he would add a disability 
clause. White disappeared with the policy 
and later his check was returned as bogus. 


WILLIAM V. WHITNEY opened an ac- 
count at a member bank in Atlanta, Ga., de- 
positing a bogus check drawn on the Cen- 
tral Union Trust Company, New York City, 
signed J. C. Jennings. Whitney, represent- 
ing himself as appraiser for the Rogers Es- 
tate, New York City, had a check book 
printed and immediately set out cashing 
checks at local stores. Several of these 
checks were cashed by our member before 
the return of the check deposited. Members 
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are advised not to accept Whitney’s checks. 
He is described as being 30 to 35 years of 
age; 5 feet 9 inches tall; weighs 175 pounds; 
dark brown hair, graying at temples; dark 
eyes; smooth shaven. A specimen of his 
handwriting is given herewith. 


J. E. WILLIAMS presented a bogus check 
signed R. W. Williams, drawn on the First 
National Bank, Overbrook, Kan., to a mem- 
ber bank in Kansas City; Mo., and requested 
a part payment and the balance to be cred- 
ited to his account. The request was granted. 
The check was bogus. Williams is described 
as 45 years of age; 5 feet 8 inches in height; 
weighs 160 pounds; medium build; light 
complexion; dark brown hair; gray eyes. 
Herewith is a specimen of the operator’s 
handwriting. 


H. B. WILLIARD, operating with forged 
cashier’s checks of the Bank of Pasco, 
Wash., defrauded local merchants in New 
York, N. Y. We are reproducing a speci- 
men of this operator’s handwriting and ad- 
vise members not to accept similar checks. 


E. C. ZOLL, treasurer of the Exhibitors 
Service Bureau, 271 Stuart Street, Boston, 
Mass., opened an account in the name of 
the company. Later Zoll presented a check 
drawn on the First National Bank, New 
Haven, Conn., signed H. P. Morgan, and 
received the money. This check was later 
returned as bogus. Zoll is described as 46 
years of age; 5 feet 6 inches tall; weighs 
135 pounds; stout build; medium complex- 
ion; sandy hair streaked with gray; light 
blue eyes; wore soft gray hat and brown 
suit. 


Correction 


In our December, 1923, issue, an article 
appears warning members regarding checks 
of the Texhoma Oil and Refining Company, 
drawn on the City National Bank, Wichita 
Falls, Tex., advising that this bank carries 
no such account. This statement is incor- 
rect, for this company is one of the bank’s 
largest depositors. The checks being pre- 
sented are forgeries and not bogus checks, 
as represented by us. 


ARRESTED 


LEON BAILEY found a savings book 
belonging to a depositor of a member bank 
in San Francisco, Cal., and after forging a 
withdrawal order presented it at the bank 


and secured the funds. Bailey was traced 
to Denver, Colo., where he was placed under 
arrest to await his return to California. 


WILLIAM BLEDSOE was arrested in 
Los Angeles, Cal., by the local authorities, 
charged with participating in the holdup of 
a messenger of a member bank in Hunting- 
ton Park, Cal. After a severe grilling Bled- 
soe confessed to his part in the holdup and 
implicated JAMES RAMSAY, who was 
later located and arrested. Bledsoe guided 
the officers to the place where the loot was 
hidden and all the money was recovered. 
These men are held to await trial. 


JOHN BOWER was detained by a mem- 
ber bank in Pittsburgh, Pa., when he en- 
deavored to cash a forged check. He was 
placed under arrest and is now held to await 
trial. Bower was positively identified by 
local merchants who were victimized through 
his operations. 


WALTER C.. BROCK, operating with 
bogus checks against merchants in Chicago, 
Ill., was arrested by the local authorities 
after numerous complaints had been re- 
ceived. Brock’s checks were all drawn on 
Chicago banks. 


GEORGE C. BYRNE, alias George C. 
Winter, surrendered himself to the local au- 
thorities at Kansas City, Mo., and confessed 
to having issued a forged check in Van- 
couver, Wash., which caused a member bank 
a loss. Byrne made his confession before 
our detective agents’ Kansas City represen- 
tatives and also signed a waiver of extradi- 
tion. He will be returned to Washington 
for trial. 


TRAVIS CONLEY, suspected of issuing 
several forged checks through which a mem- 
ber bank in Winchester, Ky., sustained a 
loss, was located and questioned by our de- 
tective agents’ Cincinnati representatives. He 
refused to admit his guilt, but later when 
shown the similarity between his writing and 
that appearing on the forgeries confessed. 
He was immediately placed under arrest 
and is now being held to await trial. 


Raymond Cook 


RAYMOND COOK, alias Victor Adams, 
pictured above, was arrested in New Haven, 
Conn., when he attempted to defraud a lo- 
cal merchant by the use of a forged check. 
His father, CHARLES COOK, defrauded 
a garage owner in that city, using a bogus 
check, drawn on the Corn Exchange Bank, 
New York, N. Y. He was located and 
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placed under arrest by the local authorities 
at Louisville, Ky., and will be returned to 
New Haven for trial. 


JOHN R. DAVENPORT, alias Bobbie 
Davenport. A member bank in Monticello, 
Miss., reported a loss by cashing a forged 
check. Our detective agents’ New Orleans 
representatives traced this crime to Daven- 
port, who was located at Clarksville, Tenn., 
where he was placed under arrest. Daven- 
port made a confession and waived extradi- 
tion to return to Monticello for trial. 


GERARD A. DE CORRO, a Filipino, 
was arrested in San Francisco, Cal., charged 
with issuing worthless checks. Our detec- 
tive agents’ San Francisco representatives 
were called on to aid in the identification. 
They recognized the operator as having 
defrauded a San Francisco member bank, 
and after questioning deCorro secured a con- 
fession. He is now being held to await 
trial. 


FRED W. DIETMAN, while on proba- 
tion for larceny, recently defrauded a mem- 
ber bank in Los Angeles, Cal. by the use 
of forged checks. Dietman was located in 
Los Angeles and placed under arrest. He 
is now being held to await trial, but will 
no doubt be returned to the reformatory at 
Ione, Cal., from which institution he was 
paroled. 


Charles R. Dollins 


CHARLES R. DOLLINS, pictured here- 
with, defrauded a member bank in New 
York City, and also operated in Pennsyl- 
vania with forged checks. He was located 
in Flagstaff, Ariz., where he was arrested 
by agents of the Department of Justice for 
violating the Dyer Act. Dollins is now be- 
ing held to await the action of the Federal 
Grand Jury. 


G. E. EDWARDS, after ordering a quan- 
tity of furniture, tendered a check in pay- 
ment. The merchant immediately notified 
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the bank on which the check was drawn, 
and after learning it was worthless, called 
on our detective agents’ Los Angeles repre- 
sentatives to aid in the arrest. They learned 
that Edwards also operated in Stockton, 
San Francisco and Oakland, Cal. Edwards 
was placed under arrest, and is now being 
held in the city jail to await trial. 


J. J. EMERY, alias A. C. Jett, and D. 
Ek. HARTZELL, were arrested after de- 
frauding a hotel in San Diego, Cal., by 
cashing a worthless check. These crim- 
inals were later identified by our detective 
agents’ Los Angeles representatives as hav- 
ing defrauded a member bank in Los An- 
geles in a similar manner. They will be 
taken to Los Angeles after the San Diego 
case is disposed of. 


HARRY ESTERLY was arrested in Los 
Angeles, Cal., after he defrauded a member 
bank through the medium of forged checks. 
He admitted his guilt, but sought leniency 
due to the destitute circumstances of his 
family. Esterly was tried and convicted. 
The disposition of his case is given else- 
where in this issue. 


C. R. FLETCHER defrauded a member 
bank in Milford, Ohio, by the use of a 
forged check. Our detective agents’ Cin- 
cinnati representatives investigating the case 
located Fletcher in Cincinnati, Ohio, where 
he was placed under arrest. He was re- 
turned to Covington, Ky., where the crime 
was committed, for trial. Fletcher admit- 
ted passing the check, but denied any part 
in the forging. He is now being held to 
await trial. 


C. K. HANKS, who defrauded a mem- 
ber bank in Spokane, Wash., by the use of 
a forged check, was traced to Portland, 
Ore., by our detective agents’ Spokane rep- 
resentatives. An investigation at that point 
soon led to the location of the operator, 
who was placed under arrest. He will be 
returned to Spokane for trial. 


H. M. JOHNSON opened an account at 
a member bank in San Francisco, Cal., and 
later issued checks exceeding the amount 
on deposit. Johnson was located by our 
detective agents’ San Francisco representa- 
tives, and when questioned by them he spoke 
of millions as one would of cents, claiming 
to own a vast amount of real estate now 
in possession of the Government. He was 
immediately placed under arrest by the lo- 
cal authorities and is now being held to 
await trial. 


KENNETH KOEPFLI and AUSTIN 
CANNON, posing as college students, vic- 
timized several banks and merchants by 
the use of bogus checks. They were lo- 
cated in Princeton, N. J., and placed under 
arrest by the local authorities. Cannon was 
paroled in the custody of his father, while 
Koepfli, who refused to admit his guilt, was 
sentenced to serve thirty days in the County 
Jail, Trenton, N. J., pending further investi- 
gation. A complaint was received from 
Lafayette, Ind. and he was returned to 
that city for trial. Koepfli has been con- 
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‘nected with forgeries in Seattle and Spokane, 
Wash., and Eugene and Portland, Ore. 
Koepfli has used the aliases Douglas Sivales, 
Vernon Bellman and Ralph Davis. 


MAX LIPMAN, using the alias S. Steen, 
defrauded a member bank in Boston, Mass., 
through the medium of forged checks. Our 
detective agents’ Boston representatives in- 
vestigating the case suspected Lipman. He 
was traced to Chelsea, Mass., where he was 
placed under arrest by the local authorities. 
Lipman was returned to Boston for trial. 
The disposition of his case is given else- 
where in this issue. 


MIKE MANDZORK was arrested in 
Middletown, Ohio, by the local authorities, 
charged with issuing forged checks. He 
implicated DENNY CREEKBAUM, who 
was also apprehended. Both are now be- 
ing held to await trial. Our detective agents’ 
Cincinnati representatives cooperated with 
the local authorities during the investigation 
of these forgeries. 


W. D. MANNEN, using the aliases J. J. 
Finch, Robert Walton and R. B. Williams, 
defrauded a number of banks by issuing 
forged checks. Our detective agents’ Los 
Angeles representatives learned the identity 
of the operator and soon located him in 
Los Angeles. When questioned he denied 
his guilt but later confessed. Mannen was 
placed under arrest and is now awaiting 
trial. 


FRED MASON, alias Robert F. Miller, 
was taken into custody by the Federal au- 
thorities at Atlanta, Ga., charged with hav- 
ing narcotics in his possession. Mason was 
suspected by our detective agents’ Atlanta 
representatives of having defrauded a mem- 
ber bank in Atlanta by using a worthless 
check, but he refused to admit this crime. 
Later he confessed to this operation. He 
is now being held to await the action of 
the U. S. Grand Jury. 


J. J. McGRATH was detained by a 
member bank in Atlanta, Ga., when he pre- 
sented a check bearing the forged signature 
of a depositor. Our detective agents’ At- 
lanta representatives who were called upon 
to aid in the arrest questioned the operator, 
who denied his guilt. Confronted by a 
comparison of handwriting, McGrath con- 
fessed. He was immediately placed under 
arrest. The disposition of his case is given 
elsewhere in this issue. 


GEORGE MILLARD. While in a New 
York store, this individual saw a check lying 
on the counter, and seizing the first oppor- 
tunity, pushed it to the floor, later picking 
it up and leaving the premises. The check 
was missed, and the interested bank noti- 
fied. The following day a messenger boy 
appeared at the bank and attempted to cash 
the check. Our detective agents’ New York 
representatives were called on to aid in the 
arrest. They trailed the messenger, who 
soon led them to the operator, and our 
detective agents caused the arrest. Millard 
is now being held to await trial. 


JOHN ASHURST MITCHELL and 
JAMES NEWLAND MITCHELL were 
arrested in Washington, D. C., by the local 
authorities following an attempt to defraud 
a local bank by the use of a forged check. 
Numerous complaints had been received 
from their victims. These criminals are 
now awaiting trial. 


W. G. NEVAN and W. H. HANNAH 
secured several blank checks of a depositor 
of a member bank in Detroit, Mich., and 
after forging his signature thereon proceeded 
to California, where they succeeded in cash- 
ing several of them. Our detective agents’ 
representatives in Detroit, Mich., and Los 
Angeles, Cal., investigating the case, suc- 
ceeded in locating the operators in Long 
Beach., Cal., where they had been arrested 
by the local authorities, charged with chloro- 
forming a chauffeur and stealing his cab. 
At the time of their arrest, they gave their 
names as Art Regan and J. P. Manning. 
They are now being held in Long Beach 
to await trial. 


Paul O’Neil 


PAUL O’NEIL and ELMER EAGAN, 
alias Walter C. Roberts, whose photographs 
are reproduced herewith, were arrested in 
Spokane, Wash., by the local authorities on 
a charge of issuing forged checks. The dis- 
position of their case is given elsewhere in 
this issue. 


Elmer Eagan 


THEODORA PETERSON was arrested 
in Muskegon, through the efforts of our 
detective agents’ Chicago representatives and 
placed under arrest by the local authorities. 
She is charged with defrauding a member 
bank in Muskegon by the use of a forged 
check. She confessed. She is now being 
held to await trial. 


JOHN BARNHARD ROCKWELL was 
apprehended by local authorities in Pueblo, 
Colo., on a charge of issuing forged checks. 
Rockwell is wanted for a similar offense in 
Cumberland, Md.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Buf- 
falo, N. Y.; Kansas City, Mo.; Omaha, 
Nebr.; Kalamazoo, Mich., and Denver, Colo. 
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He has used the aliases of Harry Mc- 
Clintock, John Murphy and J. B. Fallon. We 
are reproducing his likeness below. 


John Barnhard Rockwell 


ZELPHIE SAUNDERS, who had been 
posing as Dr. D. L. Martin, from whom 
he stole valuable papers and identification 
cards, was arrested in FE] Paso, Tex., charged 
with defrauding banks in Pasadena and La 
Jolla, Cal., by the use of forged checks. 
Saunders endeavored to escape from an 
officer while en route to Pasadena, Cal. 
where he was to be returned, and was 
shot, but not badly wounded. He was taken 
to Pasadena, where he is awaiting trial. 


L. L. STEELE, alias Roy A. Hunter, op- 
erated in Kansas City, Mo., and Dallas, Tex., 
with bogus checks against merchants. Steele 
was arrested in Kansas City when he en- 
deavored to negotiate one of these checks. 
He is being held to await trial. 


KARL W. TURNER, alias J. S. Redick, 
was located and arrested in Los Angeles, 
Cal., by our detective agents’ Los Angeles 
representatives cooperating with the local 
authorities. Turner defrauded a local mem- 
ber bank by the use of a forged check. He 
readily admitted his guilt and pleaded for 
leniency. He is now being held to await 
trial. 


Sam Warburg 


SAM WARBURG, who had been oper- 
ating with bogus certified checks of the 
Homestead Bank, Brooklyn, N. Y., was ar- 
rested in Baltimore, Md. He was tried and 
found guilty. The disposition of this case 
is given elsewhere in this issue. We are re- 
producing his photograph above. 


through the operations of a woman who 
issued several checks bearing the forged sig- 
nature of a depositor. Our detective agents’ 
Kansas City representatives investigating the 
case, traced the crime to Mrs, Emma Wilson. 
The operator was located and questioned, 
but refused to admit her guilt; however, a 
coat purchased with one of the checks was 
found in her possession. She was imme- 
diately placed under arrest and is at present 
being held to await trial. 


Removed 


Forgers, etc. 

Ascolillo, Joseph —Indeterminate, State 
Reformatory, Concord, Mass. 

Block, Herbert S.—1 to 14 years, Cali- 
fornia State Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 

Bourdelais, J. L.—Case nolle prossed. 

Bradley, Bill—1 year, Parish Prison, New 
Orleans, La. 

Cannon, Arthur—Paroled, father’s cus- 
tody. 

Claghorn, John E.—6 months, Multnomah 
County Rock Pile, Kelly Butte, Ore. 

De Stefani, Peter—Indeterminate, Ohio 
State Reformatory, Mansfield, Ohio. 

Eagan, Elmer—S5 to 20 years, Washington 
State Reformatory, Monroe, Wash. 

Earle, Dr. Edw. E.—Released; case com- 
promised. 

Esterly, Harry—1 to 14 years, California 
State Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 

Facaras, Harry — Released; restitution 
effected. 

Feeders, E. C.—5 to 10 years, Western 
Penitentiary, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Flynn, Patrick J—Forfeited bond. 

Galgoul, Stephen A.—Sentence suspended. 

Garrety, J—5 months, House of Correc- 
tion, Detroit, Mich. 

Goda, Stephen—Case nolle prossed. 

Hall, William—Forfeited bond. 

Hallenbeck, Norman—4 months, State Re- 
formatory, Rahway, N. J. 

Harrington, John J—Case dismissed. 

Holbrook, Kelly—6 months, County Jail, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hughes, Charles C.—Case dismissed ; lack 
of evidence. 

Hunt, J. B.—Fugitive from justice. 

Johnson, Marion F.—1 year, County 
Prison, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Jones, C. W.—1 to 5 years, Wyoming 
State Penitentiary, Rawlins, Wyo. 

King, A. L.—Indeterminate term, Cali- 
fornia State Penitentiary, Folsom, Cal. 

Keopfli, Kenneth—1 to 5 years, Indiana 
State Reformatory, Pendleton, Ind. 
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Lewis, Dorothy J.—Case dropped; restitu- 
tion effected. 

Lipman, Max—18 months, House of Cor- 
rection, Deer Island, Boston, Mass. 

Locket, John W.—Case dropped; restitu- 
tion effected. 

MacFarlone, Warren J.—1l year, Alle- 
gheny County Workhouse, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

McGrath, J, J—1 year, probation. 

Martin, N. B.—Case dismissed. 

Merrill, John H.—6 months, Multnomah 
County Jail, Portland, Ore. 

Miller, William—1 to 14 years, California 
State Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 

Norval, James—Paroled 2 years, Ohio 
State Reformatory, Mansfield, Ohio. 

Nowinska, Stella—Sentence suspended: 
awaiting restitution. 

O’Neil, Paul—5 to 20 years, Washington 
State Reformatory, Monroe, Wash. 

Palmer, David L.—Released. 

Parks, H. U.—Probation. 

Pugh, John—Case nolle prossed. 

Rainery, Roy—2™% years, County Prison, 
Allentown, Pa. 

Roberts, A.—Case dismissed. 

Roberts, Rev. H.—Indeterminate term, 
Ohio State Reformatory, Mansfield, Ohio. 

Sanderson, Jack—Forfeited bond. 

Seeman, Herbert R.—Case dismissed. 

Smith, William—Case dismissed. 

Sterling, H. W.—8 charges, 2 years each. 
Texas State Penitentiary, Huntsville, Tex. 

Sutton, Edgar M.—Released. 

Turner, William—Ohio State Reform- 
atory, Mansfield, Ohio. 

Webb, Maurice—Released. 

Williams, Ruth—Indeterminate term, Ohio 
State Reformatory, Marysville, Ohio. 

Wright, C. A.—3 years, Ohio State Peni- 
tentiary, Columbus, Ohio. 

Yuen, Moy—3 years, House of Correction, 
Plymouth, Mass. 


Holdup Robbers and Burglars 


Crow, James—10 years, Missouri State 
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

Delane, Edw. L—25 years, Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

Dietrich, Mrs. Minnie—10 to 50 years. 
Kansas State Penitentiary, Lansing, Kan. 

Fagelik, John—10 years to life, Illinois 
State Penitentiary, Menard, 

Gibbons, Wesly—10 years, Missouri State 
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

McCombs, Kenneth—15 years, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

Rucker, Frank—25 years, Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

Ward, C. C.—Forfeited bond. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Dis- 
Awaiting|Arrested|Arrested charged |Fugitive, 


JACK WAY, alias Fred Harris, and trial since in Con- or | escaped, |Awaiting 
MYRTLE ANDERSON, alias Myrtle Hen- August | August |January,| Total | victed | acquit- | insane | trial 
derson, operated in Wichita, Kan., with a 31, 1923 | 31,1923] 1924 ted | or died 

s Way was arrested by the local authofities Forgers.etc....! 110 120 41 161 84 28 8 151 
in Raton, N. M., for the Federal authorities 
at Kansas City, Mo., where he will be re- Burglers....... ia : a 
turned. Our detective agents’ Kansas City Holdup robbers. 34 26 2 28 28 4 30 
representatives are endeavoring to locate the 
woman in this case. Sneak thieves.. . ea 

MRS. EMMA WILSON. A _ member Total.......| 156 146 43 189 112 28 12 193 


bank in Kansas City, Mo., was defrauded 
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Many losses to banks are the results of carelessness, and indifference to warnings. 
Use the box printed below and add to your bank’s protection. 
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OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CauirorniA, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CALIFORNIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

CoLoraDo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District oF CoLUMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fiormpa, M1AMI.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

GeorGia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

CH1caco.—1050 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Motnes.—609 Observatory Building. 

Louistana, New ORrLEANS.—930-032 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryLanp, Building. 

MASSACHUSETTS, Boston.—201 Devonshire Street. 

Micuican, Detroit.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missourr, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missourt, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

New York, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Outo, CincINNATI.—1012 Keiths Theatre Building. 
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Oux10, CLEveELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 

Orecon, PortLanp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PITTSBURGH.—Commonwealth Building. 

TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Build- 
ing. 

Texas, Dattas.—Dallas County Bank Building. 

Texas, Houston.—Union National Bank Building. 

Texas, San ANntTon10.—Gunter Building. 

Utan, Satt Lake City.—301-302 Tribune Building. 

Vircinia, RICH MOND.—Virginia Railway and Power Building. 

WASHINGTON, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CanabA, MontTREAL.—Transportatior Building. 
CANADA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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Dangerous Operator Active 


.: the past three months Los Angeles, 
Cal. banks have been defrauded to the 
extent of $18,000 by an operator who is 
using forged cashier’s checks and worth- 
less certified checks. 

The operator answers advertisements ap- 
pearing in local newspapers advising of 
business opportunities for sale and negoti- 
ates with the owner, after which contracts 
of sale are executed. He then requests to 
be introduced at a bank and the owner 
consents. After the introduction the oper- 
ator produces either a forged cashier’s check 
or a bogus certified check, which he claims 
to have received as income from oil leases 
or proceeds of a real estate deal, with 
which he opens an account. Later on the 
strength of this introduction he is permitted 
to withdraw a large amount for the pur- 
pose of making a first payment on his pur- 
chase. This is usually given in bills of $1,- 
000 denomination. After receiving the 
money, he disappears. Then it is soon dis- 
covered the checks are worthless. 

This criminal is dangerous to be at large, 
and up to the present time we have been 
unable to establish his identity. We, there- 
fore, urgently request that members study 
the handwriting we are reproducing below 
so that his work may be recognized should 
you be his next intended victim. 

Some of the aliases used by this swindler 
are M. P. Layton, O. V. Snell, J. M. 
Mathey, James Hurd, A. H. Gregg and J. 
M. Auckland. He is described as being 40 
to 45 years of age; 5 feet 6 inches tall; 
weighs 150 to 160 pounds; brown hair tinged 
with gray, slightly bald, wore horned- 
rimmed glasses; gray suit and overcoat; 
walked lame and carried a cane. 


Presents Forged Drafts 


member banks have recently 
been defrauded by a man giving the 
name of R. M. HALL. He opens accounts 
with personal checks drawn on the American 
National Bank at Nashville, Tenn., and gives 
his business as a retail grocer. 


Later he presents a draft in the amount 


of $875 purporting to have been issued by 
the Thompson State bank, Edinburg, Ind. 
It later develops that the entire form of this 
draft is a forgery, and that the operator 
previously purchased a similar draft for a 
small amount from this bank, which he used 
as a model for the forgery. Hall obtained 
drafts of the Union Trust Co., Columbus, 
Ind., in a similar manner. : 

Our detective agents’ Chicago representa- 
tives investigating the case suspected one 
Robert Hoag and on submitting his photo- 
graph to the banks victimized it was posi- 
tively identified as that of the operator, R. 
M. Hall. We are reproducing this photo- 
graph. 

Hall is described as 50 years of age; 5 
feet 6 inches tall; weighs 170 pounds; ruddy 
complexion; medium build; gray hair; 
pointed nose. 


Robert Hoag 


Watch for Bearer Checks 


ETTER-BOX thieves have been active in 
the Eastern States during the past year, 
but one individual has been exceedingly pros- 
perous. He is JOHN GLEASON, alias 
Roscoe Conklin, an ex-convict who had been 
arrested for similar offenses. 
After robbing mail boxes, the operator 
usually finds checks among its contents. In 
numerous cases the checks are for an amount 


DRY GOODS 
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smaller than is desired, so the operator, by 
the use of chemicals eradicates the amount, 
date and payee’s name. He then raises the 
amount to read over $200 and makes them 
payable to bearer. Members can protect 
themselves against such a loss by questioning 
bearer checks of exceptionally large amounts, 
and we suggest that proper identification 
be secured or the depositor be communi- 
cated with. It is seldom that checks for 
large amounts are issued payable to bearer. 


John Gleason 


Weare reproducing herewith a photograph 
of this criminal, also a specimen of the 
handwriting appearing on his checks. Glea- 
son is described as- being 42 years of age: 
5 feet 7 inches tall; weighs 122 pounds; 
slender build; medium dark complexion; dark 
brown hair; dark blue eyes; large scar cut 
at. right angle with mouth. In his recent 
operations Gleason used the following aliases, 
S. A. Greenberg, M. S. Schwartz, Morris A. 
Schwartz, C. F. Waters, T. A. Coultry, 
Wm. E. Beckman and Louis Greenberg. 


Bogus Cashier’s Checks 


MEMBER bank in New York City re- 

ports an operator using various aliases 
as circulating cashier’s checks of the Farm- 
ers & Merchants National Bank, Dodge City, 
Kan., signed ““H. G. KING, Cashier,” drawn 
on the Liberty National Bank, New York, 
N. Y., a non-existent bank. Banks in Paris 
and Carlinville, Ill, have been defrauded 
by this operator. Members are warned 
against accepting similar cashier’s checks. 


E. E. BAILEY and D. T. POST are re- 
ported as issuing bogus checks in amounts 
of $500 each in Roscoe, Tex., and vicinity. 
Members are advised to be careful in accept- 
ing checks for this pair. 


LEON BAILEY. In the February issue 
of the JouRNAL we published an arrest arti- 
cle on this criminal. It has since developed 
that Bailey was not arrested in Denver, 
Colo., as had been reported to our detective 
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agents’ San Francisco representatives, and 
is still being sought. Members are, there- 
fore, requested to be on the alert for his 
appearance. He is described as 26 years 
of age; 5 feet 8 inches tall; weighs 150 
pounds; fair complexion; brown hair and 
eyes. 


HARRY BANKS, appearing at a mem- 
ber bank in Harrisburg, Pa., during a rush 
of customers, presented a bogus check, which 
was cashed without hesitation. He later 
wired this bank pretending to be one of the 
bank’s depositors who bears a name some- 
what similar, but the deception was discov- 
ered, and when he opened an account at 
a member bank in Chester, Pa., with one 
ot the Harrisburg checks it was returned un- 
paid. Members in that locality should watch 
for him. 


F. H. BARRETT, opened an account at 
a member bank in Newburgh, N. Y., deposit- 
ing a small amount of cash. He later pre- 
sented a check drawn on the East River 
National Bank, New York City, and re- 
ceived part of the amount called for in 
cash and the balance to his credit. The 
check was later returned with the notation 
:“No account.” Another bank in Newburgh 
suffered a loss in a similar manner. Mem- 
bers are cautioned to watch out for the op- 
erator. 


RICHARD BARRY, alias J. C. Hawks, 
alias J. H. Wade, alias E. F. Persch, is 
operating throughout the Eastern States with 
forged and bogus checks. These checks are 
described as follows: The payee’s name 
is usually typewritten; the amount is pro- 
tectographed, and the date, bank and signa- 
ture of concern name used is always rubber 
stamped in large type. Remarks -such as 
“Travel Expense” or “Miscellaneous Ex- 
pense” are also stamped on the check. Re- 
cently the names of Barry and Wade have 
been used by the operator and also the firm 
name Cleveland Art Museum. The operator 
is heading toward Pittsburgh, Pa. He is 
described as 35 years of age; 5 feet 7 inches 
tall; weighs 130 pounds; thin build; brown 
hair; smooth shaven. We are reproducing 
below a specimen of his handwriting. 


C. C. BOHEN. A party using this alias 
is operating in Los Angeles, Cal., with checks 
bearing the forged signature of a depositor 
of a local member bank. Our member hon- 
ored one of these checks. We are unable 
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He Buys Lire and 
Bonds 


HREE Connecticut banks 
recently victimized by 
an Italian who succeeded in pass- 
ing checks bearing forged certiti- 
cations, the teller’s signature also 
being forged. 

After establishing himself in 
an office, apparently for the pur- 
pose of dealing im foreign e.x- 
change and Government bonds, 
the operator opened one check- 
mg account at a local bank and 
proceeded to purchase Italian lire 
or Liberty bonds at three other 
banks in the same city. The 
banks selling the lire or bonds 
required and received certified 
checks on the one local bank 
in payment. These transactions 

repeated during several 
months, the operator gaining the 
teller’s confidence by tendering 
genuime certified checks, all drawn 
on the one other local bank. The 
operator thus accreded himself 
as a responsible purchaser. In 
this position he was enabled to 
pass the three fraudulent checks 
which were accepted on Friday, 
Feb, 15, causing a loss of $7,172 
to the banks defrauded. 

Toward the end of the game, 
an accomplice, posing as an em- 
ployee, acted as a messenger for 
the operator who craftily absented 
himself from the field, including 
his own office. 

The criminal gives an Italian 
name. He weighs about 175 Ib.; 
height 5 ft 9 in.; black hair and 
eyes, dark complexion, and neatly 
attired. 

He is a careful operator, work- 
ing a scheme which will defraud 
any unsuspecting bank. Watch 
for him and warn the bank open- 
mg his checking account. With 
due diligence, he can easily be 
trapped. He is wanted in three 
cities. 


to publish a description of Bohen, but are 
reproducing his handwriting. 


thee 

R. L. BRACE, operated in Farmington, 
N. M., and vicinity with bogus checks drawn 
on the Old National Bank, Spokane, Wash., 
defrauding banks. Brace is now believed to 
be in Los Angeles, Cal., and members are 
requested to watch for him. The operator 


is described as 26 years of age; 5 feet 8 
inches tall; weighs 140 pounds; dark com- 


3 


plexion. Warrants for his arrest are held 
by the Sheriff of San Juan County, N. M. 


M. A. BREUER forged the endorsement 


of a local citizen to checks drawn on the 
Farmers & Traders Bank, Bland, Mo, which 
were cashed by a member bank in Pratt, 
Kan. When last heard of the operator was 
in Oklahoma City, Okla. He is described 
as being 35 to 40 years of age; 6 feet 2 
inches tall; weighs 180 pounds; dark hair; 
blue eyes; smooth shaven. 


BOYD CHILDERS caused a member 
bank in Tulsa, Okla., a loss by cashing a 
check bearing the forged signature of a de- 
positor. There is no description of the op- 
erator available. 


MRS. C. H. COX, alias Bessie Allen, alias 
Miss Bird, called at stores in Tulsa, Okla., 
and after making numerous purchases pre- 
sented checks bearing the forged signature 
of a depositor of a local member bank. 
These checks were later paid by our mem- 
ber. The operator is described as 30 years 
of age; 5 feet 4 inches tall; weighs 130 
pounds; slender build; dark hair. 


FREDERICK W. CROXTON called on a 
depositor of a member bank in Honaker, 
Va., claiming to be looking for a home for 
the summer months, and by making himself 
very agreeable, soon gained the depositor’s 
confidence. After selecting the desired house 
he tendered a worthless check as a deposit, 
and later requested that his expense check, 
which was drawn on a Philadelphia, Pa., 
bank and signed James H. Balderson, be 
endorsed by the depositor, which was done. 
On the strength of this endorsement, the 
check, which later proved to be bogus, was 
cashed by the bank. Croxton also purchased 
cars from garage owners and worked a sim- 
ilar scheme to secure their endorsements. 
The operator is described as being 26 to 28 
years of age; 5 feet 8 to 9 inches tall; 
weighs 150 to 160 pounds; slender build; 
reddish complexion ; light sandy hair ; slight- 
ly bald on forehead. A warrant for his ar- 
rest is held at Honaker, Va., and members 
are requested to detain this criminal and 
immediately notify the authorities at Hon- 
aker, or the nearest office of our detective 
agents in the event he appears. 


H. DALGERO, alias F. Tucker, recently 
defrauded a San Francisco, Cal., member 
bank by cashing a bogus check drawn on 
the Mercantile Trust Co., San Francisco, 
Cal. There is no description of the oper- 
ator available at present. 


W. E. and E.-L. DALY, traveling in an 
auto bearing Kansas license No. 334-447— 
1923, with two women and four young 
children, and representing themselves as elec- 
trical contractors, called at a member bank 
in New Milford, Pa., and requested a loan, 
which they would return within thirty days 
when they would arrive at their home, which 
they gave as 319 Elm Street, Topeka, Kan. 
Neither party has been heard from, and 
letters sent to the address given were re- 
turned marked “no such address.” These 
men are each about 30 years of age. Mem- 
bers are requested to advise the nearest of- 
fice of our detective agents should either 
party appear. 


— 
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J. E. DAUSEREAU, purporting to be 
proprietor of the Eastern Products Co., 296 
Broadway, New York City, presented a 
check drawn on the Ware Trust Co., Ware, 
Mass., to a member bank in New York 
City. This check was accepted for col- 
lection only and was later returned as bo- 
gus. We are reproducing a specimen of his 
handwriting and suggest members refrain 
from accepting similar checks. 


FRANK DE LUSIO is being sought by 
our detective agents’ Los Angeles representa- 
tives on a charge of defrauding a local mem- 
ber bank by the use of forged checks. A 
warrant has been issued for his arrest. The 
operator is described as being 20 years of 
age; 5 feet 8 inches tall; weighs 150 pounds; 
dark complexion; dark hair and eyes; pim- 
pled face from venereal disease; nativity, 
Italian; occupation, cook’s helper. De Lusio 
is nicknamed “Bull Montana” because of his 
resemblance to the “movie” actor bearing this 
name. We are reproducing a specimen of 
the operator’s handwriting. 


WILLIAM ENGELKE, by forging his 
father’s signature to a check, which he 
cashed, defrauded a member bank in Chi- 
cago, Ill. Engelke is described as about 
24 years of age. He is well known about 
Chicago and was arrested on previous oc- 
casions for a similar offense. Members 
should watch out for this operator. 


J. W. FISHER, whose likeness is repro- 
duced herewith, is wanted by a member bank 
in Kansas City for issuing a check bear- 
ing a forged endorsement. 

Fisher held a 
responsible posi- 
tion with a local 
rubber company, 
and after he had 
severed his con- 
nections with the 
company it was 
discovered that he 
had stolen remit- 
tances due 
late employers 
by forging their 
endorsement on 
these checks and 


depositing them 
to his own ac- 
count. 


Fisher is about 
34 years’ old; 
height, 5 feet 
9 inches; weighs 
195 pounds; dark 


J. W. Fisher 
hair; light com- 
plexion; smooth 


shaven; flat- 


footed: nearly always chewing a cigar. 

He is experienced in the sale of auto- 
mobile tires and accessories and will prob- 
ably seek employment along this line. A 


specimen of his handwriting is shown here- 
with. 


L. W. FOBES opened a joint account 
with his wife at a member bank in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, which he soon closed. He later 
reopened it by depositing a check drawn by 
L. W. Fobes, treasurer, Fobes Shirt Co., 
against the Mohawk. National Bank, Sche- 
nectady, N. Y. The operator withdrew part 
of the funds before the return of the orig- 
inal deposit check, which was marked “No 
Funds.” Fobes left for a warmer cli- 
mate on account of his health and will 
probably operate in Louisiana or Florida, 
where he is supposed to have a_ wealthy 
brother. He is well fitted for a position 
in the shirt business and was _ previously 
employed in the capacity of foreman for 
a large manufacturing concern. He is de- 
scribed as 50 years of age; 5 feet 6 to 7 
inches tall; weighs 130 pounds; slender 
build; light complexion; light gray hair; 
smooth shaven; very nervous; hands shaking 
continuously. 


JOS. FONTANO is reported as operating 
in Portland, Ore., with bogus checks drawn 
on the Liberty Trust Co., Boston, Mass. 
Fontano’s address is given as 163 Medford 


Street, Somerville, Mass. Members are 
warned against accepting similar checks. 
JACOB FRIEDMAN. A party using 


this alias and giving his address as 3847 
Grand Boulevard, Chicago, IIl., issued a 
check bearing the forged signature of 
a depositor of a member bank in Oak Park, 
Ill. The operator is described as being 35 
years of age; 5 feet 6 inches tall; weighs 
160 pounds. 


STEPHEN A. GALGOUL forged the 
signature of his benefactor to a check which 
was cashed by a New York City member 
bank. Our detective 
agents’ New York rep- 
resentatives caused his 
apprehension, and he 
was later given a sus- 
pended sentence. Since 
his release Galgoul 
learned of the changing 
of his friend's account 
and again forged a 
check against it. Gal- 
goul is now being 
sought, and members 
requested to be on the 
alert for his appearance. 
Galgoul, whose photo- 
graph is shown herewith 
is described as 19 years 
of age; 5 feet 6 inches 
tall; weighs 137 pounds; 
medium slender build; 
dark complexion; dark 
brown hair, parted in the middie; brown 
eyes. 


S. A. Galgoul 


A party using the alias FERNANDO 
GARCIA appeared at a member bank in 
Eagle Pass, Tex., and presented a forged 
draft of the Continental National Bank, Los 
Angeles, Cal., on the Hanover National 
Bank, New York, N. Y., but his suspicious 
actions aroused the teller, who requested 
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proper identification, whereupon Garcia ad- 
vised he could be identified by a reputable 
wholesale house in Piedras Negras, Tex. 
He was instructed to secure the endorsement 
of this house on the check. Later Garcia 
returned with the check, which bore a forged 
endorsement, but the teller delayed pay- 
ment until he could secure the aid of the lo- 
cal sheriff. The operator, however, noticed 
this delay and left the bank. He is be- 
lieved to be a member of a gang of forgers 
now operating in that locality, and we, there- 
fore, ‘suggest that members accept similar 
drafts for collection only. We are repro- 
ducing a specimen of the operator’s hand- 


writing. 


HARRY GENESER, alias H. J. Geneser. 
A member bank in Des Moines, Iowa, re- 
ports this party as operating with checks 
of small amounts drawn on the Bank of 
Granger, Granger, Iowa. These checks are 
being returned as worthless, and members 
are cautioned not to accept them. 


ROBERT GLIFFI defrauded a member 
bank in Chicago, Ill., by the use of a bogus 
check drawn on the Irving Park National 
Bank, Chicago, Ill., signed J. E. Schau. 
Members are cautioned to be careful in 
accepting these checks. 


R. GRIFFIN, purporting to be traveling 
for McQuay Norris Manufacturing Co., St. 
Louis, Mo., is defrauding hotels and mer- 
chants with forged checks stolen from this 
concern. He is described as 35 years of 
age; 5 feet 10 inches tall; 180 pounds ; brown 
hair; smooth shaven; well dressed. Mem- 
bers are requested to be on the alert for 
his appearance. 


C. HANSON. A party using this alias 
stole several blank checks from the deposi- 
tor of a member bank in Minneapolis, Minn. 
He is now operating with these checks, 
forging the customer’s signature thereon. 
The operator will no doubt attempt to dis- 
pose of the remaining checks. We urge 
members to be on the alert for his appear- 
ance. We are reproducing a specimen of 
his writing herewith, 


BRUCE C. HAVILAND, alias Robert 
Haviland. By use of a-worthless check 
drawn on the Bank of Toronto, Brockville, 
Ontario, Canada, this individual defraudel 
a customer of a member bank in San Diego, 
Cal. Haviland may attempt to defraud a 
bank, 
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H. L. HOWELL is reported by a mem- 
ber bank in Chehalis, Wash., as issuing 
checks bearing the forged signature of a 
depositor. These checks were cashed by 
merchants in Centralia, Wash. We are un- 
able to publish Howell’s description at pres- 
ent. 


ARTHUR JACKSON, after forging the 
signature of a depositor of a member bank 
in Portland, Ore., to a check, presented it 
at a local store, where it was accepted. Our 
member cashed a similar check. Jackson was 
identified by our detective agents’ Portland 
representatives as having been previously 
arrested for a similar offense. He is be- 
lieved to have gone to either Vancouver, 
B. C., or the vicinity of Los Angeles, Cal. 
Jackson is described as 20 years of age; 
height 5 feet 10 inches; weight 145 pounds; 
sandy complexion; brown hair. His hand- 
writing is reproduced herewith. 


k. KAMEI presented two checks bear- 
ing the forged signature of a depositor to a 
member bank in San Pedro, Cal., for pay- 
ment. The signature appearing genuine, the 
bank’s teller readily accepted them. We are 
reproducing a specimen of Kamei’s writing. 


K 


JAMES KELLY, after forging the sig- 
nature of a depositor of a member bank in 
Philadelphia, Pa., to a check, presented it 
for payment and secured the money. We 
are reproducing a facsimile of the operator’s 
handwriting. Members are warned to watch 
out for him. 


ALLEN KRICHMAN, alias Allen Kirch- 
man, also using the name “Newark Fertiline 
Co.,” a former depositor of the New Jersey 
Title Guarantee & Trust Co. of Jersey City, 
N. J., is tendering worthless checks drawn 
on that bank. Banks in Florida, Havana, 
Cuba, and Long Island have been approached 
by this operator during the past month. 
Criminal’s description is as follows: Age, 
30 to 32; height, 5 feet 3 to 4 inches; weight, 


about 165 pounds ; build, stocky ; complexion, 
dark, smooth face; hair, black. 


JOSEPH KURTZ. A New York City 
member bank reports this individual as op- 
erating with certified checks drawn on the 
Garfield Trust Co., Trenton, N. J., a non- 
existent bank. Members are requested to 


watch for the operator, whose handwriting 
is shown above. 


MRS. MARVIN LESTER, alias Mrs. M. 
C. Brady. A woman using these aliases and 
evidently well acquainted with the signa- 
ture of a depositor of a member bank in 
Oklahoma City, Okla., forged it perfectly 
to a check, which our member did not hesi- 
tate to cash. Being successful, this woman 
will probably continue her operations, and 
members are cautioned against her. 


A. C. LEWIS, working as a farm hand 
for a depositor of a member bank in Pon- 
chatoula, La., forged his employer’s signa- 
ture to a check, causing our member a loss. 
Lewis is described as 30 years of age; 5 
feet 5% inches tall; weighs 135-140 pounds; 
dark complexion; dark hair; crippled left 
foot; index finger of left hand missing. A 
warrant has been issued for the operator’s 
arrest. 


W. W. LONG is reported as operating 
in St. Louis, Mo., with bogus checks drawn 
on the First National Bank, Memphis, Tenn. 
Long produced a Masonic membership card 
of the De Soto Lodge No. 299 A. F. & A. M. 
of Memphis. The operator is described as 
26 years of age; 5 feet 8 inches tall; weighs 
150 pounds; medium slender build; sallow 
complexion ; light hair; grey eyes. His hand- 
writing is reproduced below. 


HARRY LUCAS, having stolen a num- 
ber of checks from Rose Brothers Company, 
wrecking engineers and liquidators of Fort 
Humphreys, Va., forged the signatures there- 
on reading Rose Brothers Company, Spe- 
cial Account, by F. T. Malone and counter- 
signed on one end of the check by E. C. S. 
He also secured the use of the firm’s pro- 
tectograph machine, which perforates the 
name and the amount in red ink. It is rather 
difficult for members to detect the forgeries, 
due to the clever plans of the operator. 
However, the checks he cashed have all been 
numbered 377 and the name of Lucas used 
on each, and it is possible he may continue 
in this manner. Extreme care should be used 
nevertheless in securing proper identifica- 
tion from presenters of similar checks. Lu- 
cas is described as about 5 feet 11 inches 
tall; weighs 170 pounds; red face; wears 
brown overcoat and brown slouch hat. 


MALCOLM McKENZIE defrauded a 
member bank in Los Angeles, Cal., by is- 
suing checks bearing the forged signature 
of a depositor. These checks were pre- 
sented to local merchants and cashed. The 
operator has always used the name McKen- 
zie, and we, therefore, suggest members 


watch out for the appearance of a man bear- 
ing that name. We are unable to publish 
a description at present, but are reproducing 
a specimen of his handwriting. 


LESTER MERKLE opened an account at 
a member bank in Poughkeepsie with a small 
amount of cash. Later Merkle presented 
bogus checks securing part in cash and the 
remainder to his credit. The operator dis- 
appeared, and after the checks were returned 
an investigation was made. The addresses he 
had given proved to be fictitious. He has 
used the aliases Milton Scott and Albert 
Miller. Members are requested to watch 
for his appearance. 


JOSEPH METZ opened an account at 
a member bank in New York City, making 
a large cash deposit and subsequent deposits 
of bogus checks. He immediately withdrew 
against his account, but was not permitted 
to exceed the cash deposit. Later Metz, 
using the alias Geo. D. Wagner, defrauded 
a member in a similar manner. The oper- 
ator is described as 26 to 30 years of age; 
5 feet 7 inches tall; weighs 160 pounds; 
stocky build; ruddy complexion ; dark brown 
hair; brown eyes; smooth shaven. There 
appears below a facsimile of his hand- 
writing. 


JOHN MOCHODO presented a check to 
a merchant in Spokane, Wash., in return 
for a small purchase. This check was later 
paid by a member bank in Wilbur, Wash., 
but it wes returned to them by their depos- 
itor as a forgery. The operator is unknown 
to the depositor. Mochodo is described as 
35 to 40 years of age; 5 feet 6 inches tall; 
weighs 150 to 160 pounds; stout build; dark 
complexion; brown hair; brown eyes; wore 
leather vest, overalls and cap. 


LEO A. NEIBURGER, who operated 
recently in Chicago, IIll., and Detroit, Mich., 
with forged and bogus checks, is being 
sought by our detective agents’ Chicago rep- 
resentatives and the local authorities. Nei- 
burger was previously arrested, tried in 
the Juvenile Court and placed on probation. 
Neiburger is described as 23 years of age; 
5 feet 4 inches tall; weighs 130 pounds; 
slim build; fair complexion; blond hair; 
smooth shaven; usually wears gray clothes. 
Members are requested to advise us should 
this operator appear. 


P. J. O’BRIEN opened an account at 
a member bank in Bellefontaine, Ohio, and 
withdrew the greater part of it. Later a 
party of a similar name opened an account 
and subsequently made a deposit, which was 
credited to the wrong depositor. The op- 
erator on learning of the mistake immedi- 
ately withdrew and left town. He is be- 


lieved to be in Hamilton, Ohio, at present, 
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employed as a meat cutter. We are unable 
to supply a description of O’Brien. 


E. H. PARKER, while employed by a 
depositor of a member bank in Brinkley, 
Ark., secured two of his employer’s checks, 
which he forged. Our member honored 
these checks when presented by Parker. 
Parker is believed to be in the vicinity of 
Osceola, Ark., where his father is located. 


CLARA ROSS, who had secured a check, 
the property of a Boston, Mass., concern, 
forged the concern’s endorsement to it and 
induced two girls to cash it at a member 
bank in Boston. These girls were detained 
by our member. They were arraigned in 
the Juvenile Court and later released. Mem- 
bers are requested to be on the alert for 
this woman, who may attempt to dispose of 
other checks. 


LOUIS L. ROSS. A member bank in 
Los Angeles, Cal., reported cashing a forged 
check for one Harry Clay to our detective 
agents’ Los Angeles representatives. After 
investigating the case, the crime was traced 
to Ross, who is now being sought. A war- 
rant was issued for his arrest. Ross is 
described as 29 years of age; 6 feet tall; 
weighs 165 to 175 pounds; fair complexion: 
black hair; wore blue serge suit; gray cap 
and oxfords. We are reproducing below 
a specimen of his writing. 


WILLIAM B. SCHAFFER, after inter- 
esting a Tulsa, Okla., real estate agent in 
a deal involving a million dollars, presented 
a check, which he readily cashed. The 
check was later presented to a member bank 
in Tulsa, and it was eventually returned 
by the Columbia National Bank, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., on which it was drawn, as worthless. 
A warrant for his arrest is held in Globe, 
Ariz. Members will kindly notify this As- 
sociation or the nearest office of our detec- 
tive agents in the event he should appear. 


W. G. SCHOLL, a traveling? salesman, 
claiming to represent the Empire Carpet 
Co., 230 Fifth Avenue, New York City, is 
operating with their checks, drawn on the 
Commercial Trust Co., New York City, 
signed “B. A. Still or B. A. Gtill, Treas- 
urer,” which are returned marked “no ac- 
count.” The Empire Carpet Co. has no 
one by this name in its employ. The 
operator is described as being 40 to 45 
years of age; 6 feet tall. Members are ad- 
vised not to cash similar checks. 


MAX R. SHANE presented two cashiers’ 
checks on the Farmers and Mechanics Bank, 
Jackson City, Mo., signed L. M. McIntyre, 
assistant cashier, to a member bank in Chi- 
cago, Ill. These checks were accepted for 
collection and were later returned as forg- 
eries. 
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G. W. SINCLAIR, representing himself 
as an advertising salesman for the Unique 
Illustrating Co., New York City, is operat- 
ing with that company’s checks signed G. 
C. Bates and drawn on the Mechanics Bank, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. He partially identifies him- 
self by producing a form letter issued by 
R. G. Dun & Co. to Dun’s branch offices, 
instructing them to supply Sinclair with in- 
formation concerning ratings, etc. The 
checks are returned marked “no account.” 
No description is available at present. 


B. H. SMITH, alias E. Smith. This in- 
dividual secured several blank checks of a 
depositor of a member bank in Tulare, Cal., 
and after forging the customer’s signature 
thereon, cashed them among local mer- 
chants. We are unable to publish a descrip- 
tion of the operator, but are reproducing a 
specimen of his handwriting. 


JAMES SMITH, alias Frank Morras. A 
negro using these aliases approached the 
teller of a member bank in Detroit, Mich., 
presented a bogus check and requested that 
part be paid in cash and the remainder cred- 
ited to his account. On looking over the 
records no account could be found, but the 
operator insisted that there was a joint ac- 
count for himself and his wife, whereupon 
the teller paid the amount desired. The 
teller was unable to supply a description of 
the operator. Member banks should refrain 
from extending credit on uncollected items. 


L. R. SMITH, alias L. R. Johnson, using 
checks on various banks in the amount of 
$15.00 each, operated in Des Moines, Iowa, 
and Kansas City, Mo., defrauding several 
banks. The operator is described as 30 
years of age; 5 feet 10 inches tall; weighs 
160 pounds; medium build; dressed as a 
laborer. In each instance he used either 
of the above names. Members are requested 
to be on the alert for his appearance. 


S. SPRING, using various aliases, some 
of which are Harry Martin, John X. Thil 
and H. F. Hamilton, is operating in Cali- 
fornia with bogus checks drawn on banks 
in Los Angeles, Cal. The operator gives 
his address as 160 West 84th Street, Los 
Angeles, which is fictitious. Members are 
cautioned not to accept his checks. 


J. C. STROLE, operating with drafts 
drawn on the T. A. D. Company, 508 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, IIl., recently de- 
frauded a member bank in San Francisco, 
Cal. These drafts are returned marked “pay- 
ment refused.” Members are advised to re- 
fuse to accept his drafts. 


HOMER SWISHER, alias Paul Shaffer, 
alias Robert Bucklud, opens accounts at 
banks with bogus checks drawn on the Home 
Savings Bank, Fairmont, W. Va., and later 
withdraws the greater part of the money. 
This individual recently defrauded a mem- 
ber bank in Morgantown, W. Va., and is 
now operating in that vicinity. Members are 
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warned to watch new accounts and not to 
pay out on uncollected items. We are re- 
producing a specimen of the operator’s hand- 
writing below. 


HENRY IF. TAYLOR, a_ non-commis- 
sioned officer of Fort Cook, Omaha, Nebr., 
recently deserted, taking with him blank 
United States Treasury Checks numbered 
from 12 to 100. Several of these checks 
bearing the purported signature of Frederick 
W. Boschen have been cashed at member 
banks in Omaha, and it is believed Taylor 
will prey upon friends located in the vari- 
ous sections where he has been stationed, to 
identify him or send his checks to banks 
where the friends are known. In each 
operation Taylor used his own name and 
will probably continue to do so. He is de- 
scribed as 47 years of age; 5 feet 8 inches 
tall; weighs 142 pounds; slim build; dark 
complexion; dark hair; dark brown eyes; 
number lower teeth missing; upper teeth are 
false. \Ve are reproducing his photograph 
below. 


Henry F. Taylor 


SAM R. TURNER. A party using this 
alias defrauded a Chehalis, Wash., member 
bank by the use of a forged check. He is 
described as 25 to 30 years of age: 5 feet 
8 inches tall: weighs 150° pounds; fair com- 
plexion; small features; wore light tan over- 
coat and hat to match. Members are warned 
to be on the alert for his appearance. 


Chas 


CHARLES VERITY, having come into 
possession of checks of the Volunteers of 


; 
3 


March, 1924 


AMERICAN BANKERS ASSN. JOURNAL 


America, forged the signatures thereon and 
js now cashing them in Hartford, Conn. 
Verity is described as 40 years of age; 5 
feet 10 inches tall; weighs 160 pounds; 
mixed gray hair; smooth shaven; three teeth 
missing on left upper row. Members are 
cautioned not to accept his checks. 


EARL WALDE, alias Henry A. Norden. 
A party using these names is operating in 
Michigan and Ohio, with forged checks of 
the Women’s Catholic Order of Foresters, 
Chicago, Ill. The checks are genuine litho- 
graphing, they having been stolen from the 
printer. 

The forger visits hotels, claims to be an 
entertainer by profession and presents a 
business card which contains his photograph 
and shows his connection with a theatrical 
booking agency. Later, in payment of his 
bill, he presents these checks, which are 
supposed to have been received for pro- 
fessional services rendered. 

A member bank at Chicago has been de- 
frauded by honoring one of these checks. 
Hotels in Cleveland and Toledo, Ohio; 
Grand Rapids and Detroit, Mich., have had 
similar losses. Using the name of John L. 
Scott, this forger also operated with stolen 
checks of the Hedstrom-Barry Co., Chicago. 
Some of these checks were presented in 
Kansas City, Mo.; Denver, Colo.; Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and Spokane, Wash. The op- 
erator is described as follows: 35 to 40 
years of age; 5 feet 9 inches tall; weighs 
155 pounds; slender build; dark complex- 
ion; dark hair; foreign appearance. 

We are reproducing a specimen of the 
handwriting appearing on the checks. 


Hatele, 


H. C. WILSON recently operated in 
Gurdon, Ark., with jogus checks drawn 
on the Security Bank & Trust Co., Mem- 
phis, Tenn. Wilson is an oil operator. We 
are reproducing a facsimile of his hand- 
writing. 


BERT WRIGHT mortgaged a farm and 
other property to a member bank in Am- 
herst, S. D., which property was later 
discovered to belong to some one else. 
Wright abandoned the farm and is be- 
lieved to be in either Washington or Ore- 
gon. 


C. E. YOUNG, known to a member bank 
in Buchanan, Mich., through soliciting ad- 
vertisements for a publication, presented a 
sight draft drawn against the Young’s Pub- 
licity Service, and secured the cash. This 
draft was later returned marked “Cannot 
Locate.” This party is known in South 
Bend and Mishawaka, Ind. Members are 
warned to be on the alert for his appear- 
ance. 


ARRESTED 


Youth’s Scheme Uncovered 


DGAR A. PATTERSON, having 

adopted a plan to defraud banks 
throughout the country, left his boarding 
house in Detroit, Mich., one morning and 
set about to further his schemes. Later his 
landlady received a telephone call supposedly 
from the Western Union Telegraph Co., ad- 
vising a wire had been transmitted for her, 
requesting that she retain Patterson’s room 
until a given date. His failure to return 
aroused suspicion and resulted in the dis- 
covery of the fake phone call. A search 
of Patterson’s room revealed numerous bank 
and check books carried under various 
names, An investigation was made, and 
Patterson was located in Lowell, Mass., 
where he was being held under arrest for 
attempting to defraud a member bank by the 
use of a bogus check. It was this which 
prevented his return to Detroit on the speci- 
fied date. The operator is now being held 
to await trial. Some of the aliases used 
are P. A. Grant, Donald C. Baldwin, Edwin 
R. Clay, Edgar A. Jordon, Edw. R. Hol- 
land, Arthur Garland, Henry R. Paybe, Rob- 
ert E. Peckham, Albert J. Rice and Homer 
A. Coleman. 


DAVID ANDERSON, alias Wm. Jenkins. 
This party stole several checks from the 
depositor of a member bank in Chicago, 
Ill., and forged his signature thereon. Our 
detective agents’ Chicago representatives 
traced the crime to Anderson, who was soon 
located and arrested. He admitted the en- 
tire transaction and was held for trial in 
the Juvenile Court. 


C. J. BINION, after being dismissed from 
the employ of a depositor of member bank, 
forged his employer’s signature to a check, 
which he succeeded in cashing. Our de- 
tective agents’ Atlanta representatives in- 
vestigating the case learned that the oper- 
ator had been previously arrested and 
paroled. Later in the day Binion was lo- 
cated and placed under arrest by the local 
authorities. He is now being held to await 
trial. 


LYNTON BRIDGES defrauded a mem- 
ber bank in San Francisco, Cal., by the 
use of a forged check. Our detective agents’ 
San Francisco representatives traced Bridges 
to a local Y. M. C. A. and after checking 
employment -records secured his location. 
Bridges was located in Antrock, Cal., where 
he was placed under arrest by our agents’ 
representatives cooperating with the local 
authorities. After making a complete con- 
fession he was returned to San Francisco 
for trial. The disposition of his case is 
given elsewhere in this issue. 


JOHN B. BROWN, using such aliases 
as Johnnie Solken, Dan Miller and Peter 
Hammer, operated in Kansas City, Mo.; 
Edmond, Bethany and Marland, Okla., with 
bogus drafts. Brown was located in Ed- 
mond, Okla., where he was placed under 
arrest. He admitted his operations and later 
entered a plea of guilty. He was found 


guilty and sentenced. The disposition of his 
case is given elsewhere in this issue. 


CHARLES W. COLFELT was arrested 
by the local authorities in Union, N. J., 
charged with issuing forged checks by which 
he defrauded a local member bank. Col- 
felt admitted passing several checks and 
later implicated a friend, who is believed 
to have defrauded a Milwaukee, Wis., mem- 
ber bank. Any record of this party should 
be communicated to the local authorities at 


Union, N. J. 


ELMO CORET, alias J. Elmer, was taken 
into custody in San Francisco, Cal., charged 
with being implicated in an alleged jewelry 
theft. Our detective agents’ San Fran- 
cisco representatives identified the operator 
who defrauded a local member bank by 
cashing a bogus check drawn on the Bank 
of Italy, San Francisco, Cal., signed R. E. 
Berrios. Coret made application for proba- 
tion, which is being considered. 


G. H. COX presented several checks to ~ 
a guest of a hotel located in Portland, Ore., 
which were later paid by a member bank, 
who mistook the signature appearing on 
them for that of one of their depositors. 
Our detective agents’ Portland representa- 
tives were called upon to investigate this 
case, and they soon located the operator 
in Portland. Cox was placed under arrest, 
whereupon he confessed to passing the 
= Cox is now being held to await 
trial. 


JOE CUZZETTI was traced by our de- 
tective agents’ Spokane representatives to 
Newport, Wash., where they succeeded in 
locating Cuzzetti and causing his apprehen- 
sion. The operator defrauded a member 
bank in Spokane, Wash., by the use of 
forged checks. He was returned to that 
city, tried and convicted. The disposition 
of this case is published elsewhere. 


LEE EDWARDS was apprehended by the 
local authorities at Monticello, Ky., on tele- 
graphic instructions received from the sheriff 
at Burgin, Ky., where he defrauded a mem- 
ber bank by the use of a forged check. Ed- 
wards is pleading for leniency. He is being 
held in Harrodsburg, Ky., to await trial. 


L. C. EMERSON was arrested in Marys- 
ville, Mo., by the local authorities and re- 
turned to Clarinda, Iowa, where he is charged 
with defrauding a member bank in College 
Springs, Iowa, by issuing forged checks. 
When Emerson was arrested he had in his 
possession a complete burglary outfit, hun- 
dreds of checks on various banks and keys 
for cars and suitcases. Emerson used the 
alias B. F. Klugger in Oak Park, IIl., 
where he defrauded another bank by use of 
forged checks. He is now held in Clarinda 
to await trial. Our detective agents’ Des 
Moines representatives cooperated with the 
local authorities in making this investigation. 


LOUIS J. FRENCH, alias John Williams, 
colored, defrauded a member bank in De- 
troit, Mich., through the medium of forged 
checks. He was later located in Detroit 
and placed under arrest. French was tried 
and convicted, and the disposition of the 
case is shown elsewhere in this issue. 
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L. H. GRIFFIN, alias L. H. Hicks, alias 
R. C. Bell, became conscience-stricken and 
surrendered himself to the local authorities 
at Oakland, Cal., and confessed to defraud- 
ing a local member bank by cashing worth- 
less checks. Our detective agents’ San Fran- 
cisco representatives were called upon to 
aid in securing the complainant in this case. 
Griffin is now being held on this charge to 
await trial. 


Nicholas J. Hoffman 


NICHOLAS J. HOFFMAN was arrested 
in St. Louis, Mo., while attempting to de- 
fraud a member bank by cashing a worth- 
less check. Hoffman opened an account 
at a member bank in St. Louis with cash and 
made subsequent deposits until the account 
attained a considerable sum. He then de- 
posited a bogus check of a sizable amount 
and later issued a check practically closing 
out the account. Hoffman attempted this 
operation at another bank, but was caught 
in the act. His photograph is reproduced 
above, and any complaints against him should 
be lodged with the St. Louis authorities. 


EUGENE F. HOLDERMAN, issuing a 
bogus draft to a member bank in Chicago, 
Ill., caused the bank a loss. Our detective 
agents’ Chicago representatives investigating 
the case traced Holderman to several hotels 
and restaurants and later learned that he 
was arrested while trying to “beat” a res- 
taurant charge. He was interviewed in jail 
by our agents who secured a complete con- 
fession. He is now awaiting trial. 


G. LESTER JONES, alias R. A. Davis. 
A depositor of a member bank in Kansas 
City, Mo., discovered the loss of his check 
book and later received his cancelled vouch- 
ers, among which he found several forged 
checks. These checks were cashed by our 
member. Our detective agents’ Kansas City 
representatives traced the crime to Jones 
and located him in St. Joseph, Mo. AI- 
though he denied his guilt, he was placed 
under arrest and returned to Kansas City 
to await trial. 


JAMES KING, who recently defrauded 
a Kansas City, Mo., member bank by issu- 
ing forged checks was arrested on Jan. 30, 
1923, by our detective agents’ Kansas City 
representatives cooperating with the local 
authorities. He is being held to await 
trial. 


THOMAS KONTAS was arrested by the 
local authorities in Chicago, Ill, charged 
with issuing forged checks. Kontas was 
interviewed by our detective agents’ Chicago 
representatives and confessed to receiving the 
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checks from a Greek named Pulos. Kontas 
is being held to await trial. 


JOHN KOOSER and HENRY MARSO 
were arrested in Mankato, Minn., through 
the efforts of our detective agents’ Minneap- 
olis representatives cooperating with the lo- 
cal authorities. Our agents investigating 
the holdup of a member bank in Hadley, 
Minn., fastened this crime to these men and 
soon located them. They were positively 
identified as the robbers. Both men are 
now being held in the county jail to await 
trial. 

STEVE KWIATOWSKI was located in 
Chicago, Ill., through the efforts of our 
detective agents’ Chicago representatives. He 
is charged with defrauding a local member 
bank by the use of a forged check. Our 
agents learned of previous arrests of Kwia- 
towski for larceny and burglary. He later 
pleaded guilty and after a hearing was 
placed under the care of medical examiners. 
He was examined and found suffering from 
dementia przcox. 


GEORGE STEVENS LITTLE, a juve- 
nile, was arrested in Washington, D. C., by 
our detective agents’ Washington representa- 
tives cooperating with the local authorities, 
after a confession was secured from his com- 
panions implicating him in the passing of 
bogus checks. Little was arraigned in the 
Juvenile Court. 


THOMAS McDONALD and LEO 
MORRIS were arrested by local authorities 
in Chicago, Ill., as the bandits who held up 
the Brighton Park State Bank. McDonald 
was wounded in this holdup and his pals 
forced a local physician to render medical 
aid. It was through this information that 
the arrest was effected. They are also sus- 
pected as being implicated in the recent hold- 
up of the Summit State Bank, Summit, III. 


HARRY MAISEL, alias Samuel Mosko- 
witz was traced to New Jersey where he was 
arrested charged with taking an automobile 
out of the state of Virginia without per- 
mission. He also defrauded a member bank 
in Norfolk, Va., by issuing forged checks. 
He will be returned to that point for trial. 

TOM MURRAY and EDDIE WALKER, 
two of the trio of bandits who robbed a 
member bank in Florence, Ore., were ar- 
rested in Portland, Ore. The robbers at- 
tempted to escape, but their plan was frus- 
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trated. They were tried, found guilty and 
sentenced. The disposition of their case is 
given elsewhere in this issue. Three local 
ranchers accused of aiding in the escape are 
to be tried later. 


JOHN PARENT, alias “The Wolverine,” 
alias N. J. Grenier, was arrested in Warren, 
O., by the local authorities on information 
received of his intended marriage. Parent, 
who is a paroled prisoner from the State 
Prison, Marquette, Mich., admitted being the 
lone bandit who recently held up a member 
bank in Republic, Mich. Parent was returned 
to Michigan for trial. 


ROBERT H. RIES was detained by a 
member bank in Los Angeles, Cal., when 
he attempted to cash a worthless check, 
Our detective agents’ Los Angeles represen- 
tatives were called on to aid in the arrest. 
They learned that Ries presented a similar 
check to a local jeweler after purchasing a 
ring. The operator claimed to be in the 
U. S. Army stationed at San Francisco, Cal., 
and was on a leave of absence which had 
not as yet expired and took this opportunity 
to procure a wedding ring and sufficient 
funds with which to marry. Ries was placed 
under arrest and is now awaiting trial. 


Elling R. Robertson 

ELLING R. ROBERTSON, whose photo- 
graph is reproduced above, was located and 
arrested in Atlanta, Ga., as the result of an 
extensive search made by the authorities of 
Long Beach, Cal. Roberston defrauded 
California banks by opening accounts with 
bogus cashier’s checks and immediately with- 
drawing against the uncollected item. He 
has used such names as Thomas Parsons; 
F. E. Meeker; J. H. Gilbaugh; Arthur O. 
Phillips; E. G. Van Ormond; Albert C. 
Sartellio; Charles Brownley and G. C. 
Daniel. The operator will be returned to 
Long Beach for trial. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Awaiting|Arrested|Arrested 
trial since in 
August | August |January, 
31, 1923 | 31,1923} 1924 


Dis- 
charged |Fugitive, 


Forgers, etc.... 110 160 25 
Burglars....... 12 
Holdup robbers. 34 28 7 
Sneak thieves. . 

156 188 32 


Con- or escaped, |Awaiting 
Total | victed | acquit- | insane trial 
ted or died 
185 111 40 13 131 
12 
35 33 6 30 
220 144 40 19 1 
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Many losses to banks are the results of carelessness, and indifference to warnings. 
Use the box printed below and add to your bank’s protection. 


PROTECTIVE DEPARTMENT 


American 


Bankers Association 
Journal 


SECTION TWO 


How Banks Are 


Swindled By 
Telegraph 


Contents Noted By 
President 
Vice President 
Cashier...... 
Assistant Cashier 
Paying Teller 
Receiving Teller 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CALIFORNIA, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CALIFORNIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

Cotorapo, DeENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District or CoLuMBiA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fiorina, M1aM1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

Gerorcia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

ILtinoIs, CH1caco.—1050 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Moines.—609 Observatory Building. 

Louts1ana, New Orteans. — 930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryLanp, BALtIMorE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassaAcHusetts, Boston.—201 Devonshire Street. 

MICHIGAN, Detroit.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missouri, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missourt, St. Louis.—Railway Exchange Building. 

New York, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Onto, Keiths Theatre Building. 
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CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 

Orecon, Portuanp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PittsBuRGH.—Commonwealth Building. 

Tennessee, Mempuis.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Build- 
ing. 

Texas, Datitas.—Dallas County Bank Building. 

Texas, Houston.—Union National Bank Building. 

Texas, San Anton10o.—Gunter Building. 

Uran, Satt Lake City.—301-302 Tribune Building. 

Vircinia, RicHMOND.—Virginia Railway and Power Building. 

WASHINGTON, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CanapA, MoNnTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
Canapa, VANcouUvER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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Mail Box Thieves Still Active 


ORGERS who operate by stealing 

checks from mail boxes, altering and 

raising them, have been a constant an- 

noyance to bankers during the past 
several years, and we believe that with the 
aid of our members this clique of criminals 
can be eliminated. Realizing the great dan- 
ger threatening banks with these mail rob- 
bers at large, we have repeatedly warned 
members through the supplement of the 
AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 
as to their operations. 

Hundreds of checks are mailed daily, and 
many fall into unscrupulous hands. It is 
an easy matter to indorse a check and pre- 
sent it for payment, but it is not quite so 
simple to establish identity, and it is in your 
interest that we again urge greater care 
and proof of identity when cashing checks 
for strangers. 

Recently we published articles relative to 
a mail box thief known as JOHN GLEA- 
SON, alias Roscoe Conklin, etc. He oper- 
ated against banks with stolen checks, on 
which the amount and payee’s name were 
altered. This was possible by the use of 
chemicals known to the more experienced 
forgers. 

Late in February Gleason called at a 
member bank in York, Pa., and presented 
such a check for payment. After asking 
several questions, the teller became suspi- 
cious of the stranger and attempted to verify 
the genuineness of the check, whereupon 
the operator left the bank. Another teller 
followed the stranger and caused his arrest 
at the railroad station. From photographs 
published in the March issue of the JouRNAL, 
the captured man was identified as a noto- 
rious criminal with a forgery and prison 
record dating back to 1898. 

This is an excellent example of a most 
effective preventative measure being applied 
completely. If member banks would heed 
our warning repeatedly sounded against 
cashing checks for unidentified strangers, 
such losses could be easily prevented. With 
the same diligence exercised by the ener- 
getic member in York, these bank para- 
sites, who are exacting a terrific annual toll 
from banks, would be safely incarcerated 
or forced to seek other pursuits. 

Although the arrest of Gleason closes 
a number of cases, there are many other 
equally prosperous criminals active, who 
will defraud your bank if you advance funds 
to strangers without proof of their identity. 

When a stranger presents a check for pay- 
ment at the bank on which it is drawn, 
there are three requirements which will foil 
even the slick forger, prevent losses and 
avoid embarrassment with your customers: 

First—Compare the signature appear- 
ing on the check with that of your de- 
positor. 

Second—Secure proper identification 
and credentials from the presenter. Do 
not accept letters, as they also may have 
been stolen or forged. 

Third—If the identification indorse- 
ment, ostensibly of one of your depos- 


Telegraphic Swindle 
A* UMBER of banks have 


been victimized recently 
through the operations of crim- 
inals using the telegraph systems 
to fraudulently obtain funds. 


Their modus operands follows: 
The operator represents himself 
to the teller as a deposifor in an 
out of town bank and requests 
that a wire for funds be sent to 
that bank. IVhen the request is 
granted, the telegraphic reply ts 
favorable and frequently specifies 
“Identification 
money is advanced to the opera- 
tor, who immediately disappears. 


watved.” The 


In many cases the operator 
wiresdirect for funds to be pay- 
able at a local bank with the 
same result. The deception is 
rarely uncovered until weeks 
later, when the actual depositor 
attempts to reconcile the bank’s 
statement of his account. 


Protection against such losses 
is entirely within control of mem- 
ber banks. These swindles can be 
prevented by observing the fol- 
lowing rules: 

First—Constantly use the A. 

Code in transmitting in- 
formation by wire. 

Second—Any bank receiving a 
request for funds should ascer- 
tain if possible their depositor’s 
whereabouts. 

Third—Satisfactory identifica- 
tion and credentials should be de- 
manded of any stranger request- 
ing funds. Under no circum- 
stances should identification be 
waived. 


itors, appears on the check, telephone him 

and verify the indorsement. 

Should the check be drawn on another 
bank do not advance funds on the UN- 
COLLECTED ITEM, but accept for COL- 
LECTION ONLY. 

We earnestly urge officials of member 
banks to give serious consideration to these 


warnings and instruct their tellers to be 
guided accordingly. In the event of crim- 
inals being apprehended, it is requested that 
the nearest office of our detective agents be 
notified. 


Fugitive Again Active 


Edgar A. Patterson 


DGAR A, PATTERSON, relative to 

whom we published an arrest article in 
the supplement of March, 1924, was re- 
leased on bond which he forfeited, and is 
now being sought by the Massachusetts au- 
thorities as a fugitive from justice. 

Since his release, the Peoples National 
Bank, Lynchburg, Va., received a call from 
a party using the name Andrew L. Trent, 
posing as a salesman for the Eastern Elec- 
tric Supply Company, New York City, who 
opened an account with several bogus checks, 
receiving the customary check book. Trent 
is now using their checks to defraud other 
banks and merchants. He has operated in 
Roanoke, Va., Knoxville and Chattanooga, 
Tenn., Atlanta, Ga., and Jacksonville, Fla. 

Our detective agents’ New York repre- 
sentatives, to whom the case was referred, 
recognized the operations of Trent as being 
that of Patterson. Some of the recent 
aliases used are :—Gerald C. Beaumont, Ed- 
ward R. Stinson, Francis A. Coleman, Stan- 
ley R. Parr, Francis E. Dwight, Kenneth 
R. Wilson, Geo. C. Ingraham and Gilbert 
R. Howard. 

The operator, whose likeness is reproduced 
above, is described as 25 to 30 years of age, 
5 feet 5 inches tall, weighs 140 pounds, me- 
dium build, dark hair and eyebrows; some- 
what feminine, fond of playing music. We 
are reproducing a specimen of his hand- 
writing below. 
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Lucias A. Parmalee 


Official’s Signature Forged 


NEW scheme to defraud banks has 

been devised by a clever operator who 
has used the names of J. B. KNIGHT and 
J. J. Roth. This operator secures a speci- 
men of the signature of an official of a 
bank, usually the president or vice-president, 
which he forges on the back of a bogus 
check to guarantee payment. The forgery is 
so perfect that the bank’s teller immediately 
pays out the money. In each instance, the 
criminal represented a Catholic organization, 
such as the Catholic World or Catholic 
Realm. Knight is described as 38 to 45 
years of age, 5 feet 7 to 8 inches tall, weighs 
150 pounds, black hair, dark eyes, Italian, 
wore scarf pin, onyx with small diamond 
setting, light suit, tan felt hat and light tan 
overcoat. His handwriting is shown below. 
Members should be careful not to accept 
similar checks. 


Alarm Fails to Ring 


gpaine the night of Feb. 20, 1924, bur- 
glars gained entrance to the Thiensville 
State Bank, Thiensville, Wis., by cutting the 
rear window pane. By digging through the 
side wall of the vault and through an inner 
lining, installed by the Simplex Alarm Com- 
pany, Milwaukee, Wis., now a_ bankrupt 
concern, the electric gong attachment did 
not sound, this due to the fact the en- 
tire vault lining was “dead.” <A_ smali 


Forged Certified and 
Raised Checks 


CLEVER swindler has de- 

vised the following scheme 
by which he has succeeded in de- 
frauding several banks in Van- 
couver, B. C., Montreal, Que., 
and London, Ont., Canada. The 
operator opens either a checking 
or savings account at several 
banks in the same city. He oper- 
ates these accounts for a short 
time and then leaves the city, 
withdrawing most of his money, 
but allowing a sufficient amount 
to stand to keep the account 
open. Later he returns to de- 
posit a substantial amount in one 
bank, a_ portion of which he 
transfers to his other accounts. 
He then kites checks back and 
forih, giving the tellers the im- 
pression of a successful business 
man, and usually when the with- 
drawals are large amounts, claims 
they are required for payroll pur- 
poses. After gaining the confi- 
dence of the tellers he will choose 
a rush period on a Saturday to 
present either a raised er forged 
certified check for payment. This 
check is in most cases paid with- 
out question. 


Our detective agents’ Van- 
couver representatives have estab- 
lished the identity of the opera- 
tor as one LUCIAS A. PARMA- 
LEE and a nation-wide search is 
being made to cause his appre- 
hension. We are reproducing 
herewith a photograph of Parma- 
lee, also specimens of the hand- 
writing appearing on his checks. 
Some of the names already used 
in his operations are G. A. Simp- 
son, Thos. J. Palmer, Gordon 
Arnold Roberts, H. A. Stewart, 
C. J. Allen and D. Ross. The 
operator is described as 38 years 
of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 
160 lbs., medium build, dark com- 
plexion, black hair, brown eyes, 
smooth shaven, walks with shuf- 
fle or roll, wears narrow horn 
rimmed occasionally. 
Members are warned to be on 
the alert for this criminal and are 
requested to immediafely notif 
either this Association, the near- 
est office of our detective agents 
or the City Police, Vancouver, 
B. C., Canada, should he put in 
his appearance. 


glasses 


amount of money was secured by the crim- 
inals who were unable to burn open the 
safety deposit boxes containing valuables. 
Later, on repairing the damage, it was dis- 
covered that the vault lining was lifeless 
from the day it was installed. We would, 
therefore, suggest as a precaution that all 
alarms be tested from time to time by our 
members so as to prevent a similar occur- 
rence. 


Woman Cashes Checks 


SING a different alias in each attempt, 

a woman, whose operations date back to 
February, 1922, is again active passing bogus 
checks. She is well supplied with blank 
checks of banks located throughout the 
country, some of which were recently pre- 
sented to members in Los Angeles, Cal. This 
woman has many excuses to offer for tender- 
ing a check, but generally claims to have re- 
ceived it from her husband who is working 
in the city where the check is drawn. In 
each instance the writing on the face of the 
check is in a large, bold, vertical hand, 
whereas the indorsement is very small in 
comparison. The address of the operator 
is usually written below her indorsement on 
the check. Some of the names already used 
are MRS. MAY F. PAULSON, Rose R. 
Compton, Mary B. Campbell, Mrs. Ruth 
Dennis, Edith Lange, Ethel Landis, Mary 
L. Ross, Grace Hilton, Mary Duncan and 
Laura Gibson. Her description is given as. 
45 to 50 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 
weighs 160 pounds, sallow complexion, 
brown hair and eyes, neatly dressed. Speci- 
mens of her handwriting are reproduced 
helow. 


Forged Treasurer’s Checks 


REASURER’S checks of the Fairmont 

Trust Co., Fairmont, W. Va., drawn on 
the Seaboard National Bank, New York 
City, and bearing the forged signature of 
M. A. Fletcher, treasurer, and J. A. Ruck- 
man, teller, are being circulated throughout 
the west by an individual using such names 
as R. E. Wise and J. W. Watson. His de- 
scription is not available, but we are repro- 
ducing herewith specimens of the writing 
appearing on these checks. 
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Warnings Which Should Prevent Losses 


JOSEPH AFELD, alias John C. Johnson, 
cashed a bogus check drawn on the Cicero 
Trust & Savings Bank, Chicago, IIl., at a 
member bank in Chicago. He also de- 
frauded a local merchant in a similar man- 
ner. The operator is described as 24 years 
of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, slender build, 
fair complexion, smooth shaven, wore a 
gray overcoat and a gray hat. 


RITA BALDWIN is being sought in 
Newark and Elizabeth, N. J., where she de- 
frauded several merchants by cashing checks 
drawn on the Hillside National Bank, Hill- 
side, N. J., which are worthless. This wo- 


man opened an account at this bank by de-’ 


positing a small amount of cash which she 
reduced to a mere nothing. She is described 
as 35 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
weighs 160 pounds, brown hair, well dressed. 
A sample of her signature is shown below. 


GEORGE C. BALLARD, M.D. A mem- 
ber bank in New York City reports their 
branch bank, in Manila, Philippine Islands, as 
cashing a worthless check for this individual. 
The check was drawn on the Hibernia Bank 
and Trust Company, New Orleans, La. Bal- 
lard claimed to represent the Shanghai Re- 
lief Expedition in the Far East and gave 
his New York address as 70 West 118th 
Street. Members are cautioned to be on the 
alert for this operator. 


F. C. BARRETT, after showing an inter- 
est in the oil fields near Moran, Tex., called 
on a local member bank and presented a 
worthless check drawn on the State National 
Bank, Corsicana, Tex. This check was ac- 
cepted for collection only. On the same day 
Barrett returned to the bank with a check 
to withdraw part of the amount of check 
deposited. The teller having sent a tele- 
gram on the uncollected item, expected a 
reply at any moment and therefore paid the 
check with the intention of keeping the op- 
erator under close observation. Barrett after 
receiving the money made his getaway and 
has not been seen since. He is described as 
being 50 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
weighs 165 pounds, light complexion, smooth 
shaven, wore light overcoat and hat. 


GEO. E. BASSETT. After interesting a 
depositor of a member bank in St. Louis, 
Mo., in a business proposition, this individual 
tendered a bogus cashier’s check of the First 
National Bank, Astoria, Ore., drawn on the 
First National Bank, San Francisco, Cal., 
for a larger amount than that involved, to 
close the deal. The customer accepted the 
check which he deposited in his company’s 
account and then drew a check to Bassett’s 
order for the balance due him. This check 
Bassett deposited to his own credit and later 
withdrew the funds before the return of the 
cashier’s check. This operator is described 
as 33 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighs 170 pounds, dark complexion, black 
hair, blue gray eyes, smooth shaven. Mem- 
bers will kindly advise should he appear. 


EARL BENDER, using checks of the 
Rebell Cigar Co., Bell 1873, Philadelphia, 
Pa., signed J. W. Haffman, manager, drawn 
on the Commercial National Bank, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., a non-existent bank, is operating 
in Burnsville, W. Va., and vicinity, victim- 
izing merchants. Members are warned not 
to accept similar checks. 


Bogus Varnish Company 
Checks 


A criminal, using the aliases LOUIS H. 
BERNHART, Geo. F. Lambert and Chas. 
Lambert, is operating with checks of the 
Pratt & Lambert Varnish Mfg. Co., drawn 
on the Seaboard National Bank, New York 
City. A previous article concerning his ac- 
tivities is published in the Supplement of 
December, 1923, page 8. The operator is 
evidently attempting to misconstrue this 
company and that of the Pratt & Lambert, 
Inc. Members are advised that there is no 
connection between these concerns and 
checks described as above are bogus and 
should not be cashed. A specimen of this 
operator’s handwriting is shown below. 


ther. 


BENJAMIN BLACK, alias Fred Rice, 
colored, opened a savings account at a mem- 
ber bank in Terre Haute, Ind., with a small 
cash deposit. Later he increased the account 
with a worthless check drawn on a bank in 
Kokomo, Ind., and was permitted to make 
withdrawals exceeding the cash deposit. 
Other banks have been defrauded in a simi- 
lar manner. Black is described as being 24 
years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 135 
pounds, sturdy build, black face, sporty ap- 
pearance; wears red necktie. Members are 
cautioned to watch their new accounts for 
this negro will most likely continue to op- 
erate as described above. 


>, 


R. E. BRACKETT, alias Elmer J. Fields, 
is being sought by our detective agents’ Los 
Angeles representatives charged with de- 
frauding a member bank in Los Angeles, 
Cal., by issuing a forged check in a large 
amount. After securing the funds Brackett 
disappeared. He is repaying a number of 
friends from whom he borrowed money. 
The operator is described as 25 years of age, 
5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 135 pounds, slen- 
der build, sallow complexion, dark brown 
hair, wears heavy horn rimmed glasses. 
Members will kindly notify this Association 


or the nearest office of our detective agents 
should this individual be located. 


FRANK CALLAWAY, employed as a 
farm hand, received a check from his em- 
ployer in payment of services rendered. 
Later Callaway, using this check as a sam- 
ple, forged several of them which he pre- 
sented to merchants in Holly, Colo., and 
Coolidge, Kan. These checks were cashed 
in turn by a member bank in Syracuse, Kan. 
Callaway is described as 46 years of age, 
slender build, light sandy complexion, slight- 
ly bald, blind in one eye, wears glass eye at 
times. 


ALBERT CARLO cashed a bogus check 
drawn on the Utica Trust and Deposit Com- 
pany, Utica, N. Y., at a member bank in 
Vicksburg, Miss. Carlo claimed to be a 
vaudeville actor and in need of money for 
traveling expense. Members are requested 
to be on the alert for this operator’s appear- 
ance. 


WILLIAM G. CARRUTHERS, intro- 
duced by a customer to a member bank in 
Los Angeles, Cal., opened an account with a 
bogus check drawn on the Liberty Savings 
Bank, Memphis, Tenn. Later checks were 
issued by Carruthers to local parties which 
were cashed by our member. Carruthers 
claimed to be president of the Carruthers 
Engineering and Foundry Company, main- 
taining offices in New York City and Mem- 
phis, Tenn. The operator is described as 42 
to 45 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighs 165 pounds, slender build, dark com- 
plexion, black hair. A specimen of his hand- 
writing is reproduced below. 


there 


C. M. CLARK, alias C. M. Carter. Bogus 
checks drawn on various banks are being 
issued by a party assuming these names. A 
member bank in St. Louis, Mo., recently 
cashed one of the operator’s checks. His 
handwriting is reproduced below. 


MARVIN EDELLES CLIFFORD, pos- 
ing as manager of the Ex-Service Men’s 
Anti-Bonus League, Detroit, Mich., opened 
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an account at a Detroit member bank with 
a cash deposit. Later subsequent deposits 
were made including a bogus check drawn on 
the Wilmington Trust Co., Wilmington, 
Del., signed Chas. B. House. During this 
time Clifford cashed checks among local 
merchants exceeding the cash deposits caus- 
ing our member a loss. He has also issued 
checks in Battle Creek, Mich., drawn on the 
Commercial Trust Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Clifford is described as 33-34 years of age, 5 
feet 9 inches tall, weighs 175 pounds, me- 
dium build, medium complexion, dark brown 
hair. A specimen of his handwriting ap- 
pears below. 


EDMUND R. COLGATE caused a bank 
in New Orleans, La., to suffer a loss when 
he withdrew funds against his account, 
which was opened with two worthless 
checks. Later checks drawn on this bank 
were cashed by Colgate in Calexico, Cal., 
and the neighboring cities. He is described 
as 47 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 
weighs 150 to 160 pounds, medium build, fair 
complexion, blonde hair, streaked with gray, 
smooth shaven. Members are requested to 
advise our detective agents’ nearest office 
should he appear. A specimen of his writ- 
ing is shown below. 


W. B. COLLIER, alias J. S. C. Nevels. 
A negro using these names is opening ac- 
counts with banks throughout the country 
depositing worthless checks drawn on the 
Security Savings Bank, Charlotte, N. C. 
sefore returns are received Collier will at- 
tempt to withdraw funds. This negro is de- 
scribed as 53 years of age; 5 feet 7 inches 
tall; weighs 135 pounds; slim build; light 
brown complexion; black kinky hair; bald 
in front and black eyes; wears good clothes. 
Members should not extend credit to this 
colored gent. 


Escapes From Death Cell 


EMORY CONNELL, JOE and EULOS 
SULLIVAN, implicated in the burglary of 
a member bank in Boyce, La., escaped from 
their death cells in the State Penitentiary, 
Little Rock, Ark. The countryside is being 
combed for these men who made this daring 
and spectacular escape. These outlaws were 
arrested after the slaying of a detective who 
was endeavoring to cause their apprehension 
and were later given the death sentence. 
Connell made several attempts to escape and 
boasted he would do so before going to the 
electric chair. Connell is minus a leg, hav- 
ing lost it through wounds received in a 
battle with detectives. while resisting arrest. 


JAMES CONNELL. This name is being 
used by a party who is operating against 


merchants in Oklahoma, Texas and Louisi- 
ana with forged cashier’s checks of the 
Farmers: National Bank, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. The criminal is described as being 27 
years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, weighs 
160 pounds, slender build, light complexion, 
light chestnut hair, blue eyes. A specimen 
of his handwriting is reproduced below. 


GUY A. DICKERSON, known in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, but whose credit is worthless, 
recently caused a member bank in Des 
Moines, Iowa, a loss by cashing several 
bogus checks drawn on the Corn Belt Sav- 
ings Bank, Cedar Rapids. Members will 
advise should this man appear. 


Ben F. Dickson 


BEN F. DICKSON by disposing of mort- 
gaged property, defrauded a member bank 
in Protection, Kan. He also cashed several 
bogus checks among local merchants. Dick- 
son is described as 32 years of age, 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weighs 160 pounds, light brown 
hair, gray brown eyes, dimple in chin, two 
inch scar on right temple. His photograph 
and a specimen of handwriting are repro- 
duced herewith. 


Bits. 


R. W. ELLIS, using the names of W. O. 
Ogden, W. R. Durand, W. R. Olcott and H. 
B. Lee, is operating in different parts of the 
country with bogus drafts of the New En- 
gland Loan & Investment Co., Boston, Mass., 
signed C. C. Lay, treasurer, and drawn on 
either the Chase National Bank, New York 
City, or the Boston National Bank, Boston, 
Mass. A fascimile of the handwriting ap- 


pearing on the checks is reproduced below. 
Members are advised 1..t to cash them. 


Forged Letter of Credit 


letter of credit of £2000 pur- 
porting to be issued by the Melbourne, 
Australia, Branch of Thomas Cook & 
Sons, in favor of Charles Felder, was pres- 
ented to a member bank in Washington, 
D. C. Our member, however, became sur- 
picious of Felder’s actions and endeavored 
to check the signature but the operator left 
the bank and disappeared. Felder is de- 
scribed as a Spaniard or Italian, about 35 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, smooth 
shaven, thin pointed face. His description 
is similar to that of a party who operated in 
Europe with forged credits. 

Members are cautioned not to extend 
credit to this individual. 


HENRY HALL, representing himself to 
be the son of a depositor, presented two 
checks purported to be signed by his father 
to a member bank in Los Angeles, Cal. Our 
member paid these checks which later proved 
to be forgeries. The operator whose writing 
is shown below also used the names Henry 
Hanson and Henry Riddel. Members should 
be on the alert for his appearance. 


C. A. HART, representing the Pioneer 
Nursery Co., Rockford, Ill, is operating 
with checks in small amounts drawn on the 
Rockford National Bank, Rockford, IIL, 
signed J. B. Russell, treas., Pioneer Nursery 
Co. These checks are being returned by 
the bank in Rockford as bogus. Hart re- 
cently operated in Detroit, Tex. He is de- 
scribed as being 40 years of age, weighs 145 
to 150 pounds, slender build, light com- 
plexion, blue eyes, smooth shaven. Members 
are requested not to cash these checks. 


O. E. HAUSE, traveling representative 
of the Great State Corporation of Richmond, 
Ind., called at a member bank in Denison, 
Tex., and presented a check for payment. 
Later the check was returned marked “pay- 
ment stopped.” Information concerning the 


present whereabouts of Hause is desired by 
our member. 


ANDREW HEINTZ, alias Lester Mer- 


tes. alias R. J. Seiger, drawing checks- 


y 
= 
= 


6 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


against the Logan Square State Bank and 
the Illinois Merchants Trust Co. of Chicago, 
Ill., in which banks he has no account, de- 
frauded a member bank in St. Joseph, Mo. 
Members should be on the alert for this 
operator. 

JAMES L. HELLINGER forged the sig- 
nature of a depositor of a member bank in 
Chicago, Ill, to a check and succeeded in 
cashing it. He is described as being 30 to 35 
years of age, 5 feet tall, weighs 100 pounds, 
slender build, sandy hair, smooth shaven. 
Hellinger is known about Chicago and is 
evidently hiding somewhere in that city. 
Members are requested to be on the alert 
for his appearance. 


FRED H. HOLMAN has been reported 
to our detective agents’ Denver represen- 
tatives by a Denver, Colo., hotel as issuing 
a forged check drawn on the Sunsheimer 
Bros. & Co., Chicago, Ill. Their salesman 
use cashier’s drafts only. Believing this op- 
erator may change his method of operation 
we are warning members not to accept 
checks presented by Holman. He is de- 
scribed as 5 feet 9 inches tall, blonde hair, 
light mustache. 


Thomas C. Johnson 


THOMAS C. JOHNSON, whose likeness 
is reproduced herewith, recently defrauded a 
member bank in Stuart, Fla., by using a 
worthless check drawn on the Security Na- 
tional Bank, Everett, Wash. Other checks 
have been received by this bank which were 
cashed in various parts of Florida. Johnson 
deserted his wife and daughter in Everett 
and is also wanted in that city on a charge 
of embezzlement. He is described as 41 
years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 
125 pounds, fair complexion, smooth shaven, 
small scar by near and above outer edge of 
left eye, wears glasses continuously. <A 
specimen of his handwriting is shown in the 


adjoining column. Members should watch 
out for his appearance. 


Lp 


MILTON KIRBY, alias J. McCarthy, 
alias Norman Warner, alias G. B. Vogel. 
An individual using these names and who 
will no doubt use others, has been successful 
in. defrauding a member bank in Port 
Huron, Mich., by means of worthless checks. 
His method of operation is to open an ac- 
count with a small cash deposit, then deposit 
a worthless check drawn on an out-of-town 
bank in a larger amount, after which he 
presents another worthless check drawn on 
a different bank and requests cash. We 
would request that our members be on the 
alert for this operator, who is described as 
follows: 30 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighs 150 pounds, very thin build, clear 
complexion, prominent straight nose, fea- 
tures pointed; wore a khaki colored overcoat 
and dark soft hat; appears to be an English- 


man. 


HERBERT A. LOCKE is again active 


since his release from custody on charges 
of issuing bogus checks. The National City 
Bank, Lynn, Mass., is receiving forged cer- 
tified checks issued by Locke from points 
extending as far east as Miami, Fla., and 
west to Pasadena, Cal. He is described as 
30 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 
140 pounds, heavy build, medium complexion, 
blue eyes, wears glasses. A sample of his 
signature appears below. Members should 
not cash any of his checks. 


MARTIN LOZANO, a Mexican, secured 
a blank check of a depositor of a Los An- 
geles, Cal., member bank, and after signing 
the name of C. H. Johnson thereon, pre- 
sented it for payment. Although C. H. 
Johnson was in no way connected with the 
depositor, the check was paid. Lozano gave 
his address as 214 Rio Street, Los Angeles. 
Members are warned to be on the alert for 
similar checks. 


JESS McMABON. The Ash Valley State 
Bank, Ash Valley, Kan., report a party using 
this name as drawing checks against them. 
These checks are signed Gus Amos; Walter 
Elkins; John J. Bell and Joseph Hoskins, 
and were cashed in New York City and 
vicinity. They are being returned by our 
member as bogus. Members are advised not 
to cash his checks. 

HERMAN MAIER. This name was as- 
sumed by a party who forged the signature 
of a depositor of a member bank in Howard, 
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S. D., to several checks which were cashed 
by our member. Maier is described as being 
26 years of age, weighs 130 to 135 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, knee cap hurt, walks 
with decided limp; wore blue serge suit and 
green cloth overcoat with black collar. His 
former home is given as Worthington, Minn. 
Members are requested to be on the alert for 
his appearance. 


é 


Walter John McCoy 


WALTER JOHN McCOY, an old of- 
fender, is again resuming his fraudulent 
check operations. While en route to El 
Paso, Tex., he overheard a_ conversation 
between two passengers who were discus- 
sing difficulties concerning their income 
tax returns. At this point McCoy, who 
claimed to be connected with the Internal 
Revenue “Department, offered his assistance, 
and produced a book relative to Income Tax 
Returns and together they reviewed its con- 
tents. Before reaching El Paso, McCoy 
gained the confidence of his chance acquain- 
tances. He was introduced to friends of one 
of these parties in El Paso, also at a member 
bank where he succeeded in cashing a forged 
check signed Milligan Music Shops, Inc., B. 
H. Milligan, treasurer. After parting Mc- 
Coy went to Los Angeles, Cal., where he is 
believed to have cashed similar checks. He 
returned to Texas where he again met this 
friend and renewed the acquaintanceship. 
They proceeded to New Orleans, La., where 
McCoy succeeded in defrauding local mer- 
chants and individuals by use of bogus 
checks which were cashed on the strength of 
his companion’s endorsement appearing 
thereon. 

McCoy was previously arrested in 1918 
and 1919 on similar charges, and served an 
indefinite term in both the Indiana and Min- 
nesota State Penitentiaries. His photograph 
is being reproduced above. McCoy is about 
24 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 
128 pounds, slender build, fair complexion, 
medium chestnut hair, blue eyes. Some of 
the names used in his operations are Martin 
J. Dalton, Carl Werner, Walter Cunen, 
Wesley Morrise, John S. Devries and Am- 
brose Curren. Members will kindly be on 
the alert for this criminal and immediately 
notify this Association or the nearest office 
of our detective agents should be appear. 


HERMAN MYERS, giving his address 
at 2204 Figuera Street, Los Angeles, Cal., 
which is fictitious, cashed a check at a local 
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member bank. It was later discovered that 
the check had been stolen from the mails 
and the indorsement forged thereon. We 
are unable to publish the operator’s descrip- 
tion at present but a specimen of his hand- 
writing is being reproduced below. 


EDWARD C, NEAL started an account 
at a member bank in Norfolk, Va., with a 
cash deposit and later made subsequent de- 
posits of bogus checks drawn on the First 
National Bank, East St. Louis, Ill., signed 
R. W. Shelton and R. E. Waters. At the 
time he opened his account Neal claimed to 
be buying and selling used pianos and oper- 
ating under the name of the Tri City Piano 
Exchange. He was permitted to draw 
against these uncollected items before re- 
turns had been received. The operator is 
described as being 43 years of age, 6 feet 
tall, slender build, dark hair, gray at temples. 
He is generally accompanied by a woman 
who claims to be his wife and who is de- 
scribed as a blonde, stocky build, usually 
wears red hat, red beads and carries a red 
pocketbook. We are reproducing a specimen 
of Neal’s handwriting below to aid members 
in recognizing his checks. 


RW 


R. NELSON. A party using numerous 
aliases stole a book of blank payroll checks 
from the Jonathan Club, Los Angeles, Cal., 
bearing numbers 9624 to 9671 inclusive. 
These checks, which bear the forged signa- 
tures of the club’s manager and auditor, are 
being cashed in Los Angeles, Cal., and vi- 
cinity. Our detective agents traced the op- 
erator to Oakland, Cal., and it is presumed 
he will return to his wife’s home in Oak- 
land, Iowa. An investigation is being made 
at that point. The operator is described as 
25 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, light 
complexion and smooth shaven. He has 
used such names as T. Daugherty, L. Wat- 
son, B. Doyle. L. Underwood, B. Vogel, T. 
Thomas, J. Doran and B. Rowlings. We are 
reproducing a specimen of his handwriting 
below and would suggest members refrain 
from cashing similar checks bearing the 
above numbers. 


LAWRENCE A. NILSON, alias Law- 
rence A. Nelson, masquerading as a Govern- 
ment officer connected with the U. S. Recla- 
mation Bureau of Statistics, Washington, 
D. C., and producing credentials to prove 
his statements, is operating with worthless 
checks drawn on the Franklin National 
Bank, Washington. These checks so far 


have all been cashed by hotels, but he may 
attempt to defraud a bank. Nilson is de- 
scribed as 32 to 35 years of age, 6 feet tall, 
weighs 165 to 170 pounds, florid complexion, 


smooth shaven, wore gray suit, greenish 
gray soft hat, loose fitting grayish over- 
coat. Members are cautioned not to accept 
similar checks. 

R. C. NELSON. A bogus check drawn 
on the Hibernia Bank & Trust Co., New Or- 
leans, La., signed by A. M. Smith, certified 
public accountant, was used by this operator 
to open an account. No attempt was made 
to withdraw funds. We are reproducing a 
specimen of Nelson’s handwriting below to 
aid members in recognizing his checks. 


J. A. NYORGAN. Through cashing a 
worthless check for a party using this alias, 
a member bank in Chicago, IIl., suffered a 
loss. Nyorgan is described as being 38 to 
40 years of age, 5 feet 4 inches tall, weighs 
130 pounds, dark complexion, smooth shaven, 
Greek. 


JAMES A. O’NEAL, giving the address 
of 1224 Madison Avenue, Baltimore, Md., 
presented a check bearing the forged signa- 
ture of a depositor to a member bank in 
Baltimore. O’Neal being unknown to the 
teller was refused payment but at his re- 
quest the check was certified, the signature 
appearing genuine. The operator then 
opened an account at another local bank with 
this check and was permitted to make with- 
drawals. When investigated it was learned 
he was not known at the address given. A 
similar check was cashed by the operator 
under the name of H. Wheaton. O’Neal is 
described as 40 years of age, 6 feet tall, 
slender build, light complexion, light hair, 
smooth shaven, poorly dressed, Lithuanian 
or Swede. His handwriting is reproduced 
below. 


CHAS. E. PRESSLEY, alias C. J. Rey- 
nolds, claims to be the sales director of The 
Palmolive Company, and is operating in the 
South with forged checks drawn on the 
First National Bank, Milwaukee, Wis. At 
the top of the checks in the center is printed, 
“The Palmolive Company, Milwaukee, 


Wisc.” The operator signs them, placing 
the words “Sales Director” under his name, 
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and makes them payable to himself, the 
words “Special Account” following his name 
as the payee. In Texhoma, Okla., Pressley 
purchased a dozen bars of Palmolive soap 
at a local grocery store and passed them 
around as samples. He then entered into an 
advertising contract with a local newspaper 
and secured the manager’s indorsement on 
one of his worthless checks, which he then 
cashed. Hotels are also being victimized on 
checks of the same description. Pressiey is 
about 32 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
weighs about 175 pounds, light complexion, 
very talkative: drives a Maxwell touring 
car. 

DAN RABTOY, operating with bogus 
checks drawn on the Chicopee National 
Sank, Springfield, Mass., defrauded mer- 
chants in Proctorsville, Vt., and vicinity. 
The checks cashed are all signed B. M. 
Smith. Rabtoy is described as being 40 
years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, black 
hair, black mustache, wears glasses; occu- 
pation weaver. Checks described as above 
should not be cashed by members. 


G. K. RUSSELL, using checks drawn on 
the First National Bank, New Kensington, 
Pa., in which bank he has no account, re- 
cently operated in Jacksonville, Fla., de- 
frauding a local merchant. We are repro- 
ducing herewith a facsimile of his signature 
and members are warned not to cash checks 
on which it appears. 


W. L. SEAVEY. A member bank in 
Denver, Colo., reports cashing a bogus check 
for this individual. The check was drawn 
on the Guardian Trust Company, Denver, 
and signed A. W. Wright, in which bank 
he has no account. Seavey is described as 
30 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, smooth 
shaven; wore dark suit and derby hat. 
Members in this vicinity are cautioned not 
to accept similar checks. 


J. H. A. SMITH is operating in Okla- 
homa with bogus checks drawn on the First 
National Bank, Drumright, Okla., and on 
banks in Stillwater, Okla. He claims to be 
organizer for the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and as stich interested several Legion mem- 
bers to endorse his notes at banks. The 
operator is described as about 190 pounds in 
weight; gray eyes; speaks with a German 
accent. Members should refrain from ac- 
cepting any of these checks. 


E. STACK, alias G. M. Bryson. Buffalo, 
N, Y., member banks report this individual 
as opening accounts with a small amount of 
cash and later depositing checks receiving 
the original deposit in cash and the balance 
to his credit. In only one instance has he 
been successful in defrauding a member 
bank by overdrawing the cash deposit. The 
operator is described as being 30 to 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 140 
pounds, smooth shaven, wore light brown 
coat and soft hat. Members are requested to 
watch out for his appearance, for he will no 
doubt again attempt to defraud a bank. 
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L. L. STEELE is flooding Oklahoma 
cities with bogus checks and is badly wanted. 
He was previously arrested in Oklahoma 
City and confined to the County Jail from 
which place he escaped on Dec. 25, 1923. 
Steele is described as 18 years of age, 6 feet 
2 inches tall, weighs 142 pounds, slender 
build, fair complexion, blond hair, blue eyes. 
We are reproducing his photograph here- 
with. 


L. L. Steele 

HARRY STONE secured credit on a 
check which he deposited to his account at a 
member bank in Chicago, Ill. This check 
was later returned as bearing a forged sig- 
nature, but the operator had already with- 
drawn the greater part of his account. It is 
believed Stone will continue this operation 
so we are warning members not to extend 
credit until these uncollected items are heard 
from. We are unable to publish his de- 
scription, 


J. P. TATE, drawing checks against the 
Market Savings Bank, Dayton, Ohio, in 
which bank he has no account, defrauded 
member banks located in Clinton, Miss. 
Tate is known in Clinton, having been em- 
ployed there. He is described as being 5 
feet 8 inches tall, weighs 155 pounds, fair 
complexion, dark hair, blue eyes. Members 
are requested to be on the alert for his ap- 
pearance. 


J. E. TAYLOR stole a number of blank 
checks from his stepfather and after forg- 
ing his signature to one of these checks suc- 
ceeded in defrauding a member bank in Chi- 
cago, Ill. Taylor is 18 years of age. His 
checks should not be honored. 


LEE THURMAN. This individual, after 
forging the signature of a local rancher to a 
check, presented it to a merchant in Little- 
ton, Colo., who being acquainted with the 
payer and believing the operator to be one 
of his employees, paid the check, which was 
later honored by a local member bank. Our 
detective agents’ Denver representatives 
learned the identity of the operator and 
traced him to Indianapolis, Ind., where he is 
presumed to be at present. The operator is 
described as being 23 to 24 years of age, 5 
feet 8 inches tall, weighs 165 pounds, me- 
dium build, light complexion; fairly well 
dressed. 


ALBERT WECHSLER is operating in 
the vicinity of Cleveland, Ohio, with forged 
cashier’s checks of the Towson National 
Bank, Towson, Md. Members are requested 
to watch out for him. 


B. W. WILLIAMS opened an account at 
a member bank in Seattle, Wash., making a 
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cash deposit and keeping it active by making 
subsequent deposits and withdrawals. Later 
he presented a certified check drawn on the 
Merchants Bank of Canada, Islay, Alta., 
Canada, on which the bank advanced funds. 
The operator also withdrew the entire cash 
deposit before this check was returned as 
bogus. This individual is described as 45 
years of age, 6 feet tall, weighs 150 pounds, 
slender build, ruddy complexion, dark hair, 
wore glasses, tan cravenette coat and gray 
cap. His handwriting is reproduced below. 


OW 


BW. 


HARLEY P. WILLIAMS, JR., and an- 
other well dressed young man called at a 
member bank in Fort Worth, Tex., and re- 
quested an advance on a check which was 
drawn on the Continental and Commercial 
National Bank, Chicago, Ill. They claimed 
to have lost their railroad ticket and a 
pocketbook containing quite a large sum of 
money and desired sufficient funds to return 
them to Chicago. The checks presented are 
worthless therefore members should not ad- 
vance them funds. 


Stolen Treasury Certificates 


MEMBER bank in Chicago, IIl., reports 

the following described securities as 
having been stolen from them on Feb. 19, 
1924: 

Five (5) United States Treasury Cer- 
tificates of Indebtedness $10,000 each, 4% 
per cent; issued Dec. 15, 1923, due Dec. 15, 
1924; Series T. D. 1924, Numbers 9877, 9878, 
9921, 9922, 9923. 

Should any of these certificates be offered 
to banks for sale or as collateral, they should 
retain possession, and if the presenter is not 
known endeavor to detain him, under a plau- 
sible pretext, until the local authorities can 
be notified. 

A $5,000 reward has been offered by Top- 
lis & Harding, Inc., Chicago, Ill., for the 
recovery of these stolen certificates. A pro- 
portionate part of this reward is offered for 
any portion of the certificates recovered. 
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More Stolen Bonds 


following bonds were stolen from 
the Citizens Bank of Hamtramck, Mich., 
in a holdup which occurred on Feb. 25, 1924: 
Bonds of the Republic of Poland 20 year 
6's, issue of 1920, due April 1, 1940, payable 
at the National City Bank of New York, 
Serial Number A—Denomination $50 
41231 126513 
062143 126515 
062570 138250 
—9 inclusive 138271 
138362 
150113 
168552 
168827 
174457 
188570 


Serial Number B—Denomination $100 
002308 $59699 073500 
002339 065339 073501 
028266 066679 073544 
034078 066695 079051 
044538 066924 082226 
046872 070872 084742 
059301 073451 084750 
059384 073492 

Hamtramck Lumber & Supply Co. Bonds. 

A—No. 8—$1,000; B—No. 17—$500; B— 
No. 52—$500. 

Great Lakes Refining Co. Bonds; payable 
at Security Trust Co., Detroit, Mich., dated 
July 1, 1923—6™% per cent, due 1934, Jan. 1, 
Nos. 1 and 2 for $500 each. 

American State Bank, Detroit, Mich., 
Stock Cert. No. 818, dated Oct. 22, 1923, five 
shares, in the name of Anthony A. Stefan- 
owski. 

National Information Bureau, Stock Cert. 
No. 84 for 3 shares, in the name of Antoni 
Ambrozy, par value $300. 

Should any of these bonds be presented to our 
members they will kindly communicate immediately 


with the above bank or the nearest office of our 
detective agents. 


Correction 


In our February issue we published an 
article relative to the arrest and conviction 
of one KENNETH KOEPFLI who had 
been posing as a college student. We are 
informed since this conviction that the op- 
erator’s correct name is Mendel Morence 
and that the true Kenneth Koepfli is a resi- 
dent and college student in Seattle, Wash. 
We are therefore making this correction so 
there will be no reflection on the name of 
the latter. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Awaiting|Arrested/Arrested 
trial since in 
August | August | March, 
31, 1923 | 31,1923} 1924 
Forgers, etc... . 
Burglars 
Holdup robbers. 


Sneak thieves. . 


Total | victed 


S- 
charged |Fugitive, 
Con- or escaped, |Awaiting 
acquit- | insane trial 
ted or died 


€ 

i 

ty 

204 122 42 15 135 
44 40 ‘gece 6 32 
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OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CairorniA, Los AnceLes.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CALIFORNIA, SAN FrANcisco.—First National Bank Building. 

CoLorapo, DeENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District oF CoLtuMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fiorina, M1iami1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

GeorGia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Cu1caco.—1050 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Moines.—609 Observatory Building. 

Loutstana, New Or.eans.—930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryYLAND, BALTIMoRE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassAacHusETTs, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MICHIGAN, Detroit.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, Minneapoiis.—McKnight Building. 

Missour!, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missouri, St. Louis.—Railway Exchange Building. 

New York, Burrato.—D, S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Onto, C1NcINNATI.—1012 Keiths Theatre Building. 
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OuI0, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
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PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
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ing. 

TENNESSEE, MemPHIs.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Build- 
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Texas, SAN AntToNnI0.—Gunter Building. 
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VirciniA, RicHMoND.—Virginia Railway and Power Building. 

WASHINGTON, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith. Building. 

WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old Natioral Bank Building.- 
FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
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CanapA, MoNntTREAL.—Transportation Building. 

CANADA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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A New Twist in 


PENMAN has perfected a well devised plan to 

defraud banks. Several members have drawn 

our attention to an operator, using such aliases 

as HENRY B. GROVE, J. J. ROTH, FRANK 
E. BELL and J. B. KNIGHT, who recently defrauded 
them by the use of bogus checks. 

The modus operandi of this individual follows: 

He will communicate in writing with an official of a 
bank, his intended victim, requesting an appointment to 
discuss a subject on which he cannot write. In some 
instances the operator has advised that he will be accom- 
panied by a representative of our detective agents. When 
the bank official replies to this com- 
munication, the operator thereby ob- 
tains the desired specimen of his sig- 
nature which, with an “O. K.”. is 
forged on the back 
of a bogus check to 
give the impression 
of approval by the 


entering the bank, 
the operator selects 
the most promising 
looking teller and 
makes inquiry of 
him as to where the 
bank officer (al- 
ready written to) 
may be seen, there- 
by establishing an acquaintance with the teller. His next 
move is to approach the bank officer under a suitable 
pretext and engage his attention without, of course, re- 
ferring to his identity or the check. He then returns to 
the cage of the teller first approached and presents the 
bogus check for payment. The teller recognizes the 


POULTRY FARMS 


ank Swindling 


ostensible signature of his superior and usually, without 
hesitation, pays out the money. 

These checks are drawn on various banks but recently 
forms of the American National Bank, Nashville, Tenn., 
were used. A rubber stamp, reading “Knight’s Poultry 
Farms, Nashville, Tenn.,” has appeared in the lower left 
corner of some checks, which were signed “J. B. Knight 
Secretary and Treasurer.” 

This operator could be easily foiled if the teller would 
verify the indorsement of his superior officer. This step 
was taken in one instance by a cautious teller, although 
he had no suspicions of a forgery. As soon as the teller 
left his cage, the operator disappeared 
from the bank. 

A bogus check used by the operator, 
showing his endorsement, is repro- 

duced herewith and 
his description has 
been as fol- 
lows: About 4o 
years of age; 5 
feet 7 or 8 inches 
tall; weighs 150 
pounds ; dark eyes, 
V4. black hair, roman 
Douars| nose, smooth 
shaven ; has the ap- 
pearance of an 
Italian ; worea 
scarf pin—onyx 


250 


orn § 852.00 


with small diamond setting. 

Be on the alert for checks drawn on other banks and 
indorsed as described above. Bank officers should instruct 
their tellers to verify their signatures appearing as in- 
dorsements on such checks. Should a letter as described 
above, be received, kindly notify Burns’ nearest office. 


ment we cautioned members against the 

activities of the mail box thieves. These 
articles referred only to the male sex, but 
we now find women operating in a some- 
what similar manner. Two clever women 
known under various aliases are at present 
working along the western coast, rifling mail 
boxes. Where checks 
are found the signa- 
tures are used as 
samples for their 
forgeries. Their 
work is perfect, and 
for this reason they 
experience little diffi- 
culty in securing 
funds on the forged 
instruments. 

These women 
have operated suc- 
cessfully throughout 
the United States 
for the past year 
and have never been 
arrested. 


L: previous issues of the Journal Supple- 


Perron oF 


We are sure they can be apprehended if 
members will adhere to the following in- 
structions: There are two ways by which 
they can be detected, viz., their handwriting 
and description. In the former we would 
suggest that the reproduction shown here- 
with be given due consideration. We call 
particular attention to the making of the 
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Women Crooks Invade Mail Box Theft Field 


figures, such as “$70.00/100” and to the “and 
00/100” in the amount, also the notations 
appearing in the lower left corner, which 
are usually “Bal. Coat,” “Bal. Victrola” or 
“Bal. J. H. C.,” etc. When endorsing checks 
these women usually write their address 
under the signature, such as ‘Margaret 
Sewall, Lewis Apts.,” or “Irene Smith, Ma- 
son Apts.” The 

——, checks are always 


made payable to an 

alleged relative of 

GO. the payer, who, when 

70. later investigated, is 
. found not to exist. 

Relative to descrip- 


tions, we find they 
are varied, but be- 
lieve the following 
is a good description 
of these women. No. 
1—17 years of age, 5 
feet 4 inches tall, 
weighs 100 pounds, 
slender build, light 
complexion, blonde 
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hair. No. 2—23 years of age, 5 feet, 3 
inches tall, weighs 110 pounds, medium 


build, dark complexion, dark hair, has round 
full face and is attractive in appearance. 

We are reproducing on the previous page 
a facsimile of one of the checks cashed by 
these women, and by carefully examining the 
writing, members can readily see the points 
mentioned above. 


Stolen Bonds 


MEMBER bank of Cedar Rapids, 
A Iowa, advises that the following 
bonds were stolen from one of 

their customers: 

Minnesota Electric Distributing Co., 
$1,000, 7 per cent Gold Bonds, due Nov. 1, 
1928, numbers 131, 132, 133, 134, 145, 146 
and 147. 

The above bonds were held by the bank’s 
customer as collateral security for the pay- 
ment of two notes in the amount of $2,500 
each, made by The W. B. Foshay Company 
of Minneapolis, Minn. 

In all probability no attempt will be made 
to negotiate the notes, but we would suggest 
that members be on the alert for the above 
described bonds. We are advised that the 
Hawkeye Lagan and Mortgage Company of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, will pay a suitable re- 
ward for either the return of the bonds or 
information which will lead to their recovery 
and the prosecution of the thieves. Any in- 
formation relative to these bonds should be 
communicated to the Hawkeye Loan and 
Mortgage Company of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
or this department. 


Prints Certified Checks 


RED J, LARNED, using such aliases as 

A. C. Howard, H. B. Willard and F. C. 
Weyerhauser, made a small deposit on a 
printing plant and then purchased type, 
safety paper and other materials and pro- 
duced a number of blank checks for his own 
use. He later induced a member bank in 
Pasco, Wash., to allow him to do their 
printing, quoting them a considerably low 
figure for the work. This gave him an op- 
portunity of securing a great number of 
their cashier’s checks. Larned is now mak- 
ing use of these checks, to which he forged 
the signature of the cashier, defrauding 
banks located in the West. On several oc- 
casions he negotiated to purchase a hotel 
with a bogus certified check or a forged 
cashier’s check. He is known to have de- 
frauded hotels in Chicago, Ill., and Okla- 
homa City, Okla. Larned is described as 
35 to 38 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighs 160 pounds, well built, fair complex- 
ion, dark hair, large dark eyes, smooth 
shaven, excellent appearance, pleasant and 
plausible talker. A specimen of his hand- 
writing is shown below. 


Cie - Mew 


Same Old Stuff 


MONG the warnings 10 
banks to watch the fifty-nine 
operators, whose activities are re- 
ported in this section, it is sur- 
prising how frequently the “same 
old stuff’ works. While the op- 
erators occasionally vary their 
methods, the stock tricks are em- 
ployed over and over again. 
Blundell starts an account with 
a cash deposit, subsequently de- 
posits a bogus check and is per- 
mitted to make a withdrawal be- 
fore the item is collected. Can- 
field deposits a bogus draft and 
receives immediate credit. Dun- 
can gives merchants bogus 
checks, makes a purchase and re- 
ceives the difference in cash. 
Fine presents a forged check and 
receives in exchange a cashier’s 
check, which he promptly cashes. 
Garcia deposits forged checks 
and is permitted to make with- 
drawals. Through all the cases 
of fraud, it appears that the “old 
army game” is still working. 
However, there is evidence that 
the banks are profiting from be- 
ing on the alert. 


CARL C. ANDERSON, alias Earle C. 
Anderson, is reported by a member bank in 
Los Angeles, Cal., as issuing checks bearing 
the forged signature of a depositor. He is 
described as being 30 years of age, 5 feet 5 
inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, dark com- 
plexion, dark hair and eyes, smooth shaven. 
We are reproducing below a specimen of the 
handwriting of this criminal and would sug- 
gest that members refrain from cashing 
checks on which it appears. 


Bee 
C C 


CHARLES BARONE, an _ individual 
using this name, is issuing checks drawn on 
the First National Bank, Monrovia, Cal., in 
which bank he has no account. Recent 


checks have been cashed in Los Angeles, 
Cal. 


GEORGE BERETEN, JR., alias George 
Duane, Jr., called on a member bank in 
Lebanon, Mo., and presented a check bearing 
the forged signature of a depositor for pay- 
ment. Bereten claimed to have closed a deal 
with their customer, receiving the check in 
return, whereupon part of the amount called 
for was paid in cash and the balance in the 
form of a draft. Bereten is described as 18 
to 19 years of age, 5 feet 5% inches tall, 
weighs 130 pounds, slender build, dark com- 
plexion, wore a light tan overcoat; native of 
Rumania, speaks English well. Members 


| individual. 


are requested to be on the alert for this 


D. T. BLUNDELL started an account 


| with a cash deposit, at a member bank in 


| Cairo, Ill., and later made a subsequent de- 


posit of a bogus check drawn on the First 
Trust & Savings Bank, Rock Island, IIl., 
signed M. A. Safford. The following day 
Blundell was permitted to make a with- 
drawal. This is just another case of paying 
out on an uncollected item and members can 
plainly see the necessity of refusing credit 
until these deposit checks have cleared. This 
operator is described as being 50 to 55 years 
of age, 5 feet 9 to 10 inches tall, smooth 
shaven, wears heavy tortoise shell rimmed 
glasses. 


C. E. BRANDT, alias D. W. Arnold, 
opened an account at a member bank in Mil- 
ford, N. J., depositing a bogus check drawn 
on the First National Bank, Edmeston, N. 
Y., and receiving the customary check book. 
Brandt is now operating in Rutland, Vt., and 
the neighboring cities with their checks, 
using the alias of D. W. Arnold. Members 
are advised not to cash his checks. 


L. M. BRANNAN. An Atlanta member 
bank reports this party as having forged the 
name of one of its depositors to a check 
which he succeeded in cashing. Recent 
checks are endorsed M. A. Davis. 


GEORGE H. BROWN, alias Geo. Brown, 
forged the name of a depositor, of a Ta- 
coma, Wash., member bank, to a check and 
succeeded in obtaining the cash, whereupon 
he disappeared from this vicinity. He is 
described as about 37 years of age, 5 feet 5 
inches tall, weighs 135 pounds, medium 
build, dark complexion, dark brown hair, 
mixed with gray; blue gray eyes; thin face; 
when last seen wore a blue coat, overalls and 
a gray cap. Members will kindly be on the 
alert for his appearance. 


WALTER CAMPBELL, alias M. A. 
Moreland, alias Arthur Hall. The Bayonne 
National Bank, Bayonne, N. J., report re- 
ceiving checks drawn on them and signed by 
a party using these names. The checks also 
bear a forged certification. Members are 
advised not to accept similar checks, We 
are reproducing below a specimen of the 
handwriting appearing on the checks. 


Pall 


TONY CAVOTTI, an Italian, defrauded 
a Kansas City, Mo., member bank by pass- 
ing two forged checks drawn on a Worland, 
Mo., bank. He is a miner by trade and is 
thought to be still in the neighborhood of 
Kansas City. Cavotti is about 35 years of 
age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, medium build, dark 
complexion, smooth shaven. 


RAYMOND E. CANFIELD opened an 
account at two member banks in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., depositing bogus drafts pur- 
porting to be drawn by the Commerce State 
& Savings Bank of Denver, on the Chase 


| 


National Bank, New York, on which he re- 
ceived credit. Members are cautioned 
against this man who is a fast and clever 
worker. His description is given as 28 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 160 pounds, 
florid complexion, light hair, gray eyes; 
wore gray suit, hat and overcoat; very 
pleasing personality. 


fag 


JOSEPH R. COLLINS, caused a loss to 
a member bank in Beaumont, Tex., by forg- 
ing the name of one of its depositors to four 
small checks. The operator is believed to be 
in either El Dorado, Ark., or Haynesville, 
La. Members in these localities are warned 
to watch for him. There is no description 
of the operator available. 


DAN COMER, representing himself as a 
salesman for Bird & Son, Inc., East Wal- 
pole, Mass., is operating in Aurora, IIl., and 
vicinity with checks of this company drawn 
on the Commercial Trust Company, New 
York City, in which bank they carry no 
account. Comer is described as being 45 
years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 200 
pounds, brown eyes. Members are cautioned 
not to accept checks issued by this party. 


WALTER CONLEY defrauded a Long 
Beach, Cal., member bank by use of a check 
bearing the forged signature of a depositor. 
We are unable to publish the description of 
this criminal but are reproducing a facsimile 
of his signature below. 


Bank Thwarts Crook 


EX L. LOWE, colored, claiming to be a 
Mason, opened an account at a member 
bank in Oakland, Cal., with a bogus check 
drawn on the Corn Exchange National 
Bank, Chicago, Ill. No funds were ad- 
vanced on this check inasmuch as our mem- 
ber wired the Chicago bank to verify its 
genuineness, however, the customary check 
book was given to the operator. Lowe 
is now circulating these checks throughout 
the country. A warrant for his arrest is 
being held by the local authorities at Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Members are requested to im- 
mediately notify this association or the near- 
est office of our detective agents should this 
operator appear. He is described as 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weighs 140 pounds; light col- 
ored negro, black hair, gold filling in front 
teeth. A reproduction of his signature is 
shown below. 


KK, 


ELMER DENNING, better known as 
“Buckshot” Denning, is being sought by a 
member bank in Wheeler, Tex., on a charge 
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Phone Fraud 

RANK J. WILLIAMS, using 
a ruse to deceive a member 
bank in Baltimore, Md., de- 
frauded that institution. The op- 
erator telephoned our member 
and, claiming to be their depos- 
itor, requested they cash his check 
for Williams, who would call 
later. When Williams presented 
the check bearing the depositor’s 
forged signature, no questions 
were asked and it was paid im- 
mediately. The operator is de- 
scribed as being 30 years of age, 
five feet nine inches tall, slender 
build, Jewish. Members are ad- 
vised to verify all telephone calls 
such as the above before accom- 

modating the presenter. 


of forging a bill of lading on which money 
was advanced. He is believed to be in the 
vicinity of San Diego, Cal., and members in 
this locality are requested to be on the alert 
for his appearance. 


GEORGE L. DODGE, alias Robt. F. 
Benson, forged the name of a depositor, of 
a San Jose, Cal., member bank, to two 
checks on which he succeeded in obtaining 
payment. He is described as being 40 to 45 
years old, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 150 
pounds, smooth shaven, wears glasses. 


HENRY B. DUNCAN is operating 
against merchants in the vicinity of Scran- 
ton, Pa., with bogus checks. After making 
a purchase Duncan tenders a check in pay- 
ment, receiving the difference in cash. He is 
described as being 35 years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, stout build, light complexion, full 
face, red cheeks, very talkative. 


R. B. EDWARDS approached the teller 
of a member bank in Reform, Ala., pre- 
sented a forged check drawn on a Jackson, 
Ala., bank, and secured the funds. Edwards, 
who has since disappeared, represents him- 
self as a plumber. He is described as about 
5 feet 11 inches tall, weighs 165 pounds, 
dark brown hair, large cheek bones, has a 
scar on nose. Members are requested to 
watch out for his appearance. 


WILLIAM N. FERGUSON is reported 
by a member bank in Atlantic City, N. J., 
as having defrauded them by cashing several 
checks drawn on a Chicago, IIl., member 
bank. These checks were signed Frank 
Rollison. Ferguson claimed to be a Deputy 
Sheriff of Cook County, Ill. He is de- 
scribed as 30 years of age, medium height, 
stout build, dark complexion. Members are 
cautioned lest he again attempt to operate. 


B. J. FIELDS, giving his residence as 
1043 Twenty-second Street, Detroit, Mich., 
presented a draft drawn on a Toledo, Ohio, 
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bank to a member bank in Detroit, which 
was accepted for collection only. Fields 
later issued several checks among local mer- 
chants, who extended him credit. These 
checks were returned by our member inas- 
much as the deposit draft was returned as 
bogus. Field is described as being 35 years 
of age, 6 feet tall, medium build, ruddy com- 
plexion, brown hair and appearance of rail- 
road man. A facsimile of operator’s signa- 
ture appears below. 


BP’ 


J. FINE forged the name of a depositor 
of a Kansas City member to a check, pre- 
sented it to our member and received in ex- 
change a cashier’s check which he cashed at 
a local clothing store. Members in the above 
vicinity are cautioned to watch for this op- 
erator who is described as 37 to 40 years of 
age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, 
dark hair and eyes, wore dark clothes, brown 
hat, reddish brown overcoat, nativity Jewish. 
A specimen of his handwriting appears be- 
low. 


PASCAL GARCIA, alias George Pack- 
wood, after opening an account with a mem- 
ber bank in Philadelphia, Pa., made subse- 
quent deposits of forged checks drawn on 
another local bank. Garcia was permitted to 
make withdrawals exceeding the amount of 
cash deposited, causing our member a loss. 
He is believed to have gone West. Garcia 
is described as being 34 years of age, 5 feet 
6 inches tall, weighs 115 pounds, slender 
build, dark olive complexion, dark hair, 
smooth shaven, Spanish or Italian. 


Old Method Succeeds 


AROLD GLASENER, also known as 

W. W. Kennedy and A. W. Gordon, re- 
cently defrauded a number of retail mer- 
chants in East St Louis, using the same 
method as he employed in Bridgeport, Conn., 
and Buffalo, N. Y., in 1920. He makes small 
purchasers of gents’ furnishings, shoes, etc., 
and tenders a check, usually in the amount 


of $18.50, bearing the printed name of a non- 
existent industrial firm, for payment, receiv- 
ing the difference in cash. For identification 
he exhibits a metal time check bearing the 
number 114, the kind usually issued to fac- 
tory employees. He poses as a factory 
worker. His checks can readily be recog- 


nized from the fact that in each instance 
they bear the inscription “Pay check num- 
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ber 114.” This operator is described as being 
about 30 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighs 155 to 160 pounds, fair complexion. 


LEONARD B. GOODMAN, using forged 
cashier’s checks of the International Trust 
Company, Denver, Colo., is operating in the 
vicinity of Newark, N. J., and New York 
City, against banks and hotels. Goodman 
opened an account at a member bank in 
Newark, N. J., with one of these checks, 
but was unsuccessful in securing funds. We 
would suggest that other banks decline to 
accept similar checks. A specimen of the 
operator’s handwriting appears below. 


FE 


— 


GEO. C. HARPER recently caused a 
member bank in Terrell, Tex., a loss by 
cashing a bogus check drawn against the 
account of The Ozark Pencil Company, St. 
Louis, Mo. Harper is a cripple, has one leg 
off close to the body, and uses a crutch. He 
was accompanied by a small boy about four- 
teen years of age. Members are requested 
to be on the alert for this individual. 


R. E. HARRIS. Bogus checks of the 
Manewel Bread Company, St. Louis, Mo., 
drawn on the First National Bank, St. Louis, 
signed E. F. Manewel, are being circulated 
by a party using this alias. This individual, 
who has only operated against merchants, 
may transfer his activities to banks and we 
would therefore suggest that members be on 
the alert. Harris is described as being 30 to 
35 years of age, 5 feet 8 to 9 inches tall, 
slender build, smooth shaven and occupation, 
laborer. A specimen of the operator’s hand- 
writing is reproduced below. 


pee 


T. W. HART, alias J. W. Curley, is op- 
erating in the vicinity of Altavista, Va., with 
checks drawn on a non-existent bank in High 
Point, N. C. He also attempted to defraud 
a member bank in Baltimore, Md., in a 
similar manner. We are unable to publish a 
description of this criminal. 


BILL HART, alias J. W. Hess. By forg- 
ing the signature of a depositor to a check, 
this individual caused a San Francisco, Cal., 
member bank a loss. The operator is de- 
scribed as being 35 years of age, 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, dark com- 


plexion, slender build, smooth shaven. We 
are reproducing below a specimen of his 
handwriting. 


W hewn 


C. R. JOHNSON, alias R. Johnson, alias 
G. Hudson, stole several checks from a de- 
positor of a member bank in Kansas City, 
Mo., which he disposed of after forging his 
signature thereon. We are unable to pub- 
lish the operator’s description but are re- 
producing below a specimen of his hand- 
writing to aid members to distinguish his 


OSCAR J. KENDALL, alias F. McElroy, 
alias A. C. Williams. This individual stole 
several blank checks from a local concern, 
a depositor of a member bank in San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., to which he forged the official’s 
signature. These checks were cashed in San 
Francisco. There are nine other checks out- 
standing which the operator will no doubt 
attempt to dispose of, so members are re- 
quested to be on the alert for his appear- 
ance. He is described as being 28 to 30 
years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 140 
pounds, slender build, ruddy complexion, 
light blue eyes, smooth shaven. A specimen 
of his handwriting is reproduced below. 


(ARSE, 


BEATRICE KEITH, alias Myrtle Frank, 
obtained possession of blank cashier’s checks 
of the Drovers National Bank, Kansas City, 
to which she forged the signature of the 
cashier, and then attempted to negotiate one 
through a member bank in Blackwell, Okla. 
She has since endeavored to cash other 
checks and members are therefore warned 
to be on the alert for her appearance. To 
aid members in recognizing her checks we 
are reproducing below a specimen of her 
handwriting as appearing on the checks al- 
ready issued. 


J. LANDRETH, employed as a concrete 
foreman for a construction company in 


Wellston, Mo., was given the pay checks of 
Landreth seeking 


his crew for distribution. 
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an opportunity to make easy money, realized 
his chance was at hand, whereupon he sub- 
stituted worthless checks for those of his 
employer. He then forged the endorsements 
on the bona fide checks, secured the cash 
from a local member bank and disappeared. 
Members are requested to watch out for 
this criminal, who is described as being 35 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 
160 pounds, slender build, light complexion, 
light hair, smooth shaven. 


EDWIN LEWIS tendered a bogus check 
drawn by Frank B. Murphy on a San Fran- 
cisco bank to a member in Spokane, Wash. 
Numerous checks similarly drawn and in- 
dorsed have been presented within recent 
months, emanating from various cities. 
Members in the Middle West are particu- 
larly cautioned against this operator. 


CHARLIE MASON, a mulatto, called on 
a merchant in Kansas City, Mo., where he 
cashed a bogus check drawn on the City 
Bank, Kansas City, signed Nick Bannum. 
Mason is described as 30 years of age, 5 
feet 8 inches tall. 


L. P. MEYER, using checks of the Chase 
National Bank, New York City, in which 
bank he has no account, is defrauding mer- 
chants and banks located in the vicinity of 
Newark, Elizabeth and West Hoboken, N. J. 
Meyer gives his address as 62 Pine Street, 
New York City, which is also printed on 
his checks. These checks are all in small 
amounts. We are reproducing below a speci- 
men of this operator’s handwriting and 
would suggest that members refrain from 
accepting checks on which it appears. 


GEORGE MILLER opened an account at 
a member bank in Baltimore, Md., making a 
cash deposit of $1.00. He returned later to 
deposit a bogus check drawn on the North 
Philadelphia Trust Co., Philadelphia, Pa., 
signed J. K. Meyer. Before the deposit 
check was returned Miller attempted to 
make a withdrawal but was refused. Using 
the aliases Stephen Daylor and Robert Ross, 
the operator approached other local banks in 
a similar manner with the same result. He 
is described as 20 years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weighs 130 pounds, slender build, 
dark complexion, dark hair and eyes. 


— 
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THOS. MILTON opened an account with 
a member bank in Denver, Colo., which he 
kept active long enough to gain the confi- 


dence of their tellers. He then presented a 
bogus check drawn on a local bank, signed 
Geo. W. Bradley, and received the money. 
Milton is described as being 30 years of age, 
5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 160 pounds, 
slender build, ruddy complexion, light hair, 


blue eyes. His handwriting is reproduced 
below. 


R. A. MITCHELL, alias Harry W. An- 
derson, obtained possession of three blank 
checks of his former employers and forged 
their name thereon, causing a loss to a Port- 
land member bank. Our detective agents’ 
representatives traced him to Spokane and 
thence to Minneapolis, where he was known 
as Anderson. Mitchell is believed to have 
since gone to Norfolk, Va. He is described 
as 30 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighs 140 pounds, medium complexion, 
smooth shaven, prominent gold fillings in 
front teeth. He is accompanied by his wife. 
A specimen of his handwriting is shown be- 
low. 


C. ROY NORMAN, drawing checks on a 
bank in New Orleans, La., in which he has 
no account is reported as recently operating 
in Converse, La. Norman was formerly 
employed in New Orleans and is using his 
true name on all checks. Members are, 
therefore, advised not to extend him credit. 


O. POTTER is reported by a Philadelphia 
member as operating in the Southwest at the 
present time with bogus checks in small 
amounts and has apparently made a spe- 
cialty of passing them on laundry companies. 
Members will kindly be on the alert for his 
appearance. 


E. G. RANNEY, alias A. C. Morris, alias 
E. G. Ramney, alias E. G. Ramsey, is wanted 
for defrauding member banks in Lawrence, 
Kan. and Carrizozo, N. M., with forged 
checks. This man’s plan is to solicit small 
jobs for sign painting and if paid by check 
he proceeds to forge other checks on the 
maker, and being a very clever penman 
usually succeeds in negotiating the checks 
without any trouble. This criminal belonged 
to the painters’ union in Oklahoma City, 
Okla., but was put of the lodge about two 
years ago. He joined the union under the 
name of E. G. Ramsey which is probably 
his right name. Ranney is described as 
being about 40 to 45 years old; height 5 feet 
7 inches; weighs 135 pounds; has dark hair, 
mixed with gray; thin face and long slim 
Roman nose; is a drunkard and also thought 
to be a drug addict. A specimen of this 


Stolen Checks | 


A BLOCK of fifty checks bear- 
ing numbers 5451 to 5501 in- 
clusive were stolen from the of- | 
| fice of Frank J. Stuart of East 
St. Louis, Ill. These are his per- | 
sonal checks drawn on the Union | 
Trust Company, East St. Louis. | 
In the upper left corner is printed 
“An ounce of prevention is worth | 
a pound of cure,’ and in the cen- | 
ter the following: “Frank J. | 
Stuart, Manufacturer Stuart's 
Pop-Salene, the Appetizing Di- 
gestor.” Payment has _ been 
stopped on these checks and mem- 
bers are requested to watch for 
the operator who may attempt to 
cash them. 


man’s handwriting is reproduced below and 
member banks should be on their guard 
against his operations. 


EF 


STANLEY ROTH, alias Stanley Ross, 
colored, caused a loss to a Kansas City, Mo., 
member bank by forging the name of a de- 
positor to a number of small checks. He is 
described as being 35 years old, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, slender build, 
smooth shaven, occupation chauffeur. A 
specimen of his handwriting is reproduced 
below. 


MAURICE RUBIN, having secured a 
blank check from a depositor of a member 
bank in Chicago, IIl., forged his signature 
thereon and presented it to our member who 
cashed it without hesitation. The operator 
is described as about 28 years of age, 5 feet 
7 inches tall, weighs 130 pounds, slender 
build, black hair, smooth shaven, Jewish. 


JAMES SAVAGE, alias John Y. Savage. 
This operator planned to defraud a member 
bank in Atlanta, Ga., and after attempting 
to work out his problem became timid and 
failed to carry out his scheme. Savage, who 
is a clever penman, presented a forged check 
to a garage owner in payment of a car pur- 
chased and advised he would return but did 
not. He also called on our member and had 
a similar check certified but to date it re- 
mains unpaid. It is probable ke may gain 
enough courage to continue his activities and 
we therefore suggest that members be on 
the alert for his appearance. Savage is de- 
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scribed as being 25 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs 140 pounds, light hair, 
blue eyes, neat appearances. A facsimile of 
his signature is reproduced below. 


MRS. W. E. SCOTT recently opened an 
account at a Boston, Mass., bank with a 
cash deposit and made subsequent deposits 
of bogus checks on distant banks. She later 
induced the bank to permit a withdrawal 
against these uncollected items. Members 
are again cautioned against paying on un- 
collected items which will prevent a loss 
such as described above. 


LELAND STAFFORD secured employ- 
ment with a Buffalo, N. Y., concern in the 
capacity of a salesman, but before being en- 
trusted with their samples was forced to 
furnish a bond. This was simple for Staf- 
ford and he immediately produced a bogus 
certified check drawn on the National City 
Bank, Akron, Ohio. Stafford later called 
on a local member bank and presented a 
similar check for payment. He identified 
himself as a representative of the Buffalo 
firm and produced his samples, on the 
strength of which the check was paid. The 
operator is described as being 28 years of 
age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 155 pounds, 
ruddy complexion, dark hair and eyes; wore 
dark brown overcoat, soft hat. 


ROBERT STANTON, posing as an ad- 
vertising solicitor for a magazine published 
by the Yardmaster and Yardmen Associa- 
tion, to whom he is unknown, recently per- 
petrated a fraud on a bank in Atlanta, Ga., 
and attempted a similar operation against 
other banks in the same city. Calling at the 
office of a depositor during his absence, the 
operator requests to be permitted to wait his 
return. This gives him an opportunity to 
steal blank checks, letterheads, etc., from the 
depositor. When the latter returns he is 
solicited for a subscription to space in the 
magazine which is usually paid for by check, 
which the operator uses as a model for the 
forgeries. One of these forgeries was paid 
by our member. Stanton is about 40 years 
of age, weighs 190 to 200 pounds, fair com- 
plexion, .smooth shaven. Members are re- 
quested to watch out for this man. 


JOE STOLNIK, alias Ed. Makar, alias O. 
Anderson. A party using these aliases stole 
several blank checks of the Los Angeles 


Brass Foundry bearing the following num- 
bers: 1109-13 inclusive, 1116, 1122. These 


checks bearing forged signatures are being 
cashed by the operator. He is described as 
being 28 to 30 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches 
tall, weighs 170 pounds, heavy build, light 
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complexion blond, smooth shaven, Polish. 
A reproduction of this criminal’s handwrit- 
ing is shown on previous page. 


NATHAN B. STRAUSS, alias Charles 
A. Strauss, posing as head of a firm operat- 
ing millinery stores, defrauded a Utica, N. 
Y., member by cashing bogus certified checks 
drawn on the Springfield National Bank, 
Springfield, Mass. Members are especially 
warned against this operator who deals in 
large figures and is said to be very plausible. 
He is described as 30 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs 160 pounds, medium build, 
dark complexion, black wavy hair, long 
face, prominent cheek bones; wears tortoise 
shell or plain nose glasses; appearance 
Jewish. 


GEORGE THOMAS, alias C. J. Cannon, 
appeared at an oil filling station in Howell, 
Mich., and requested two blank checks, 
which he received. After filling out the 
blanks he called at a local coal company, 
also a feed mill, where he made a purchase 
tendering the checks in payment and receiv- 
ing the difference in cash. The addresses 
given proved bogus as did the checks in 
question. Thomas is described as 30 years 
of age, weighs 160 pounds, short, chunky 
build, florid complexion, light hair; wore 
light weight brown top coat and brown 
slouch hat. Members should instruct their 
depositors not to give their blank checks to 
any one. This will prevent occurrences such 
as the above. 


W. R. THOMAS. The Kanawha Valley 
Bank, Charleston, W. Va., reports receiving 
for payment a number of checks drawn 
against the account of the Island Creek Coal 
and Coke Company, Island Creek, W. Va., 
signed Harry Hines, all payable to W. R 
Thomas. These checks are bogus through- 
out and were negotiated in the vicinity of 
Washington, D. C., Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Wheeling, W. Va. Members are cautioned 
not to accept similar checks. A specimen of 
the handwriting appearing on the checks is 
reproduced below. 


HARRY VALLEJO, a Mexican, who is 
described as 35 years old, about 5 feet 8 
inches tall, weight 170 pounds, heavy set, 
full face, occupation laborer, caused a loss 
to a Frésno, Cal., member bank by forging a 
depositor’s signature to a check. A specimen 
of his handwriting appears below and mem- 
bers are advised to keep a strict lookout for 
this man whose work is said to be very 
clever. 


Mary Yally' 


C. H. WEAVER. No account checks 
drawn on the American Exchange National 
Bank, New York City, signed M. J. Stein- 
hart, are being issued by a party using this 
alias. We are unable to publish the opera- 
tor’s description but are reproducing below a 
specimen of. his handwriting. 


ON 


J. WEBB presented two small checks 
signed Mrs. L. F. Howard to a member 
bank in Los Angeles, Cal., for payment, 
which were later discovered to be bogus. 
We are unable to publish his description at 
present. Members are advised not to accept 
similar checks. 


MAX G. WEINER. A party using this 
alias has in his possession checks stolen 
from a dental laboratory in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
and will probably endeavor to negotiate 
them, having already defrauded a member 
bank in Pittsburgh in a similar manner. 
This operator is described as being 23 years 
of age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, slender build, 
auburn hair, gray eyes; wears light brown 
overcoat and black suit. 


EDGAR WELLER has defrauded an 
Iowa member through disposing of some 
live stock and other property on which the 
bank held a chattel mortgage. Weller re- 


sided in the vicinity of the bank for several 


years, but recently disappeared. It is thought 
that he may be in Minnesota and members 
of that state are especially warned. A re- 
ward of $50 has been offered by the bank 
for his arrest; and, in case he is located, the 
nearest office of our detective agents should 
be notified. Weller may change his name, 
but we are reproducing herewith a specimen 
of his handwriting and he is described as 
follows: About 35 to 38 years of age; 5 
feet 8 to 10 inches tall; 150 to 160 pounds; 
dark complexion; dark hair ; smooth shaven ; 
has the appearance of a cowboy; writes with 
left hand. 


Agen, 


B. W. WILLIAMS, also known as Fred 
C. Williams, opened an account at a member 
bank in Seattle, Wash., which he kept active 
for a short time. After gaining the con- 
fidence of the bank’s teller, Williams de- 
posited a bogus check on which he was per- 
mitted to withdraw funds. The operator is 
described as 45 years of age, 6 feet tall, 
weighs 150 pounds, slender build, ruddy com- 
plexion, dark hair, smooth shaven; rapid 
talker ; wears pince-nez glasses. 


H. WILLIAMS is being sought by a 
member bank in Kansas City, Mo. Williams 


opened an account with a small cash deposit, 
later increasing the amount with a bogus 
check. He was permitted to make with- 
drawal before the return of the deposit 
check, thereby causing them a loss. The 
operator’s description is not available at 
present. 


Bank Robbers Captured 


EVERAL member banks in Michigan 

were held up by bandits during the 
month of February, 1924, and ‘our detective 
agents’ Detroit representatives cooperating 
with the local authorities have been en- 
deavoring to effect their apprehension. On 
Feb. 29, 1924, the local authorities at Pon- 
tiac, Mich., placed in custody five suspected 
robbers who gave their names as CHARLES 
MACK, FRANK BOCHMER, CLAR- 
ENCE STOLZENFELD, LESTER SHEA, 
and EDWIN BONNIN. They were identi- 
fied as being connected with the robbery of a 
bank in Orien, Mich., and also implicated in 
the holdup of a member bank in New 
Haven, Mich. These criminals may be 
wanted elsewhere and we are therefore re- 
producing their photographs. They were 
tried for the Orien robbery and convicted. 


Butler Edward Bonnin 
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Frederick F. Brownlee 


- Bandit Apprehended 


A member bank in Oklahoma City, Okla., 
was held up by two unmasked bandits on 
March 7, 1924. A thorough description was 
secured by our detective agents’ Kansas 
City representatives, from which the crim- 
inals were identified as JACK MITCHELL 
and LEO GARDNER, alias Red Gardner, 
who were previously arrested for burglary. 
Gardner was later apprehended in Oklahoma 
City and a complete confession was se- 
cured. Mitchell, who is still at large, is de- 
scribed as 19 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches 
tall, weighs 120 pounds, dark brown hair, 
blue grey eyes. We are reproducing photo- 
graphs of these men herewith. 


Leo Gardner 


. investigate. 


ARRESTED 


OSCOE ANDERSON, using the alias 

James White, issued a check bearing 
the forged signature of a depositor of a 
member bank in Independence, Mo. Our 
detective agents’ Kansas City representatives 
investigating the forgery established the 
identity of the operator as Anderson. A 
warrant was issued for his arrest and he 
was later apprehended in Independence. 
Anderson is now being held in the County 
Jail to await trial. 


CHARLIE W. JONES, alias Chas. Ste- 
venson, called at the Western Union Tele- 
graph office in Campbell, Mo., and sent a 
telegram to a bank in Corning, Ark., request- 
ing that funds be wired to a given bank. To 
this wire he signed the name of a depositor. 
When the reply was received, the operator 
was at the telegraph office and the agent 
so advised the paying bank. The operator 
was instructed to deliver telegram to the 
bank, where he received the funds called 
for. Later the misrepresentation was dis- 
covered, and Jones was traced to Ware, 
Ill, where he was placed under arrest. He 
was returned to Kennett, Mo., and lodged in 
the county jail. The greater amount of 
the proceeds of the transaction was secured 
from his wife by our detective agents’ St. 
Louis representatives who were called upon 
to investigate the case. 


MRS. W. G. KAESSER, a drug addict, 
cashed over fifty forged checks in Atlanta, 
Ga., and vicinity, but it was only when she 
defrauded a bank that our detective agents’ 
Atlanta representatives were called upon to 
They learned the various places 
she visited and finally traced her to a room- 
ing house, where she was placed under ar- 
rest. The house was raided, and several 
hundred dollars’ worth of narcotics were 
found, which the operator purchased with 
the proceeds of the checks cashed. 


GEORGE La MAR, alias “Frenchie,” was 
arrested by the local authorities at Long 
Beach, Cal., who received a “tip” from a 
love rival. La Mar confessed, after a severe 
grilling, to participating in the holdup of 
a member bank in Los Angeles and Long 
Beach, Cal., and also to several other local 
robberies. La Mar is being held to await 
trial. 


.924 


HUEL SHERMAN. | Several checks 
bearing the forged signature of a local box 
company were cashed by a member bank in 
Marshfield, Ore. These checks were stolen 
from their depositor. Our detective agents’ 
Portland representatives suspected Sherman 
of the crime and succeeded in securing an 
identification. Sherman was traced to Oak- 
land, Cal., where our agents’ San Francisco 
representatives took up the case. The oper- 
ator was later located in Ukiah, Cal., where 
he was placed under arrest. Sherman used 
the aliases of W. J. Brown, H. B. George, 
Guy Trip, R. C. Jackson, Lester E. Reed and 
Joe Paddock. 


Removed 
Forgers, etc. 


Bartlett, Jos. H—6 months, Mercer Coun- 
ty Jail, Trenton, N. J. 

Beck, Carl H.—1 to 20 years, Ohio State 
Penitentiary, Columbus, Ohio. 

Cox, G. H.—Case dismissed, 

Davenport, John R.—4 years, State Re- 
formatory, Columbia, Miss. 

Emerson, L. C.—Missouri State Peniten- 
tiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

Gleason, John—4 years, Federal Peniten- 
tiary, Atlanta, Ga. 

Hoffman, Nicholas J.—3 years, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

Holoran, Chas.—18 months to 2 years, 
Colorado State Penitentiary, Canon City, 
Colo. 

King, James—2 years, Missouri 
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

Maisel, Harry—5 years, suspended sen- 
tence. 

Ries, Robert H.—Returned to United 
States Army Service. 

Robertson, Elling R.—Released. 

Sherman, Huel—2 years, Oregon State 
Penitentiary, Salem, Ore. 

Stigler, H. F—Oklahoma State Peniten- 
tiary, McAlester, Okla. 

Turner, Karl W.—1 to 14 years, Califor- 
nia State Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 

Villa, Gabriel—1 to 14 years, California 
State Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 


State 


Burglars, and Hold-up Robbers 


Bledsoe, Wm.—2 years, Probation. 

Parent, John—Marquette County Jail, 
Marquette, Mich. 

Ramsay, Jas.—2 years, Probation. 

Scott, Vance—Released. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


| 


Awaiting|Arrested/|Arrested 


Dis- 
charged |Fugitive, 


tria since in 
August | August | March 
31, 1923 | 31,1923} 1924 
Forgers, etc... . 110 187 17 
Burglars....... 12 
Holdup robbers. 34 35 9 
Sneak thieves. . 
TOL. 156 222 26 


Con- or | escaped, |Awaiting 
victed | acquit- | insane trial 
ted or died 
136 At 15 119 
12 
43 2 6 27 
179 46 158 


we Clarence Stotzenfeld 
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crime. 


Protective Service, to be fully effective, depends upon prevention, rather than detection of 
Increase your protection by giving effect to the warning articles in this bulletin 
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A Quick Inside 
Gets Easy Money 


Contents Noted By 
Vice President .............. 
Assistant Cashier ............ 
Paying Teller.......... 
Receiving Teller......... 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CaLirorNIA, Los ANGeLES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 
CALIFORNIA, San Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 


‘CoLorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 


District or CoLumBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fiorina, MIAMI —220-221 Calumet Building. 

GEORGIA, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Carcaco.—1050 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Moines.—609 Observatory Building. 

LOUISIANA, New Or eans.—930-932 New "Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MARYLAND, BALtTIMoRE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacuHusetts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MicHicANn, Detroir.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, Building. 

Missouri, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missour!, St. Louis.—Railway Exchange Building. 

New. York, Burrato.—D, S. Morgan Building. 

New Yorx, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Cincinnati.—1012 Keiths Theatre Building. 
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Ou10, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
OREGON, PortLanp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurcH.—110-111 Diamond Bank Build- 


ing. 
TENNESSEE, MeMPHIs.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Build- 


ing. 

Texas, Dattas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 

TEXAS, Houston.—Union National Bank Building. 

Texas, San Antonio.—Gunter Building. 

Urtan, Satt Laxe City.—301-302 Tribune Building. 

VIRGINIA, RicHMoOND.—Virginia Railway and Building. 

WASHINGTON, SeattLe.—L, C. Smith Building. 

WASHINGTON, SpoKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 
FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 

CanapA, MontTREAL.—Transportation Building. 

CANADA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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ECENTLY a _ young ex-convict known as 

BERNARD A. MARON found it impossible to 

secure employment on account of his criminal 

record. He then succeeded in placing an advertise- 
ment in a local newspaper reading: “Teller wanted in a 
bank. Best of references required.” This advertisement 
brought a number of replies including one from John M. 
Barry, an innocent and reputable applicant who enclosed a 
suitable set of references. 

The ex-convict, posing as Barry, used these references in 
his application for employment in a bank at an employment 
exchange in New York City. He was later employed as 
assistant clerk by a bank having listed their wants at the 
employment exchange. Soon after assuming his new 
duties this new clerk, known as John M. Barry was per- 
mitted to relieve a paying teller and was thus in an ideal 
position to satisfy his natural desire for easy money. A 


uick Inside Operator 


favorable opportunity was seized by “Barry” when pay-roll 
funds were in his hands during a relief period and when the 
teller returned “Barry” had disappeared with about $15,000. 
It was quickly determined that the real John M. Barry had 
no part in the crime other than to answer the advertise- 
ment and give up genuine references. 

This criminal has since been arrested but we have learned 
of a,similar scheme being successfully operated by a youth- 
ful messenger who disappeared with $10,500 in Liberty 
Bonds. 

Members should therefore realize the danger con- 
fronting them through failure to use extreme care in 
selecting new employees. Written references or an ordinary 
investigation of them often mean nothing and in no case 
should a new employee be placed within reach of funds 
without a direct or personal identification which would 
substantiate credentials accepted as satisfactory. 


An Old Offender Is Active Again 


\ S. CARSON, alias J. W. McVey, 
¢ recently released from the Cal- 
ifornia State Prison, San Quentin, after 
serving an indeterminate sentence, is again 
active at his old profession. Carson is 
noted for his success as a check operator 
and prior to his arrest defrauded a number 
of California banks. Checks recently re- 
ported by member banks in various parts 
of the country have been recognized as his 
work. He is operating with forged treas- 
urer’s checks of the Fairmont Trust and 
Savings Bank, Fair- 
mont, W. Va., also 
checks of the Island 
Creek Coal and Coke 
Company, Island 
Creek, W. Va, 
drawn on the Kan- 
awha Valley Bank 
and Trust Company, 
Charleston, W. Va. 
In his recent opera- 
tions he has_ used 
such aliases as W. 
R. Thomas, Harry 
Hines, F. W. Wat- 
son, F. A. Watson, 
Wm. Hayden, W. S. WW 
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Crowder, W. S. Craig, C. W. Kelly. 

We are reproducing, herewith, a photo- 
graph of this criminal also a facsimile of 
a check bearing forged handwriting. 

The operator is described as being 50 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 
150 pounds, dark complexion, hair gray, 
short black and gray streaked mustache, 
scar near left eyebrow, may wear tortoise 
shell nose glasses. 

All members are requested to study the 
photograph and handwriting of Car- 
son carefully in prep- 
aration for his ap- 
pearance. 

While his opera- 
tions have been re- 
cently on the Pacific 
Coast, Carson has 
worked in various 
parts of the United 
States, and banks in 
all sections of the 
country should be 
vigilant in their out- 
look for his forger- 


Seas 


”, S. Carson and one of his forgeries ies. 


The Cash and Bearer 
Forgers 


N organized band of forgers operating 

in California have for the past year 
completely eluded their pursuers. They are 
known to us as the “Cash and Bearer 
Forgers” so called through their constantly 
using checks payable to either “cash” or 
“bearer.” The method to secure signa- 


fo. 


and their leader being a clever penman the 
rest is simple. The signature is forged to 
a check which is cashed by a member of 
the gang. How many this gang comprises 
is not known, but in most cases the writing 
which is no doubt the work of the leader 
is so similar that it can easily be recognized. 

Inasmuch as their descriptions are varied 
and therefore not accurate, we are refrain- 
ing from publishing those at hand, but are 


i 


tures of depositors is one frequently used 
by check operators, viz.; collecting discarded 
deposit slips. By making a round of banks 
collecting these slips the operators have 
possession of all the desired information 


2 


reproducing below, several specimens of 
handwriting as appearing on the checks 
which samples we would advise members to 
study carefully and memorize the outstand- 
ing characteristics. 
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Forged Certified Check Buys Liberty Bonds 


NEW YORK 
CLEARING HOUSE 


The check that Greene used to defraud a New York bank 


NEW operation was recently reported 
to our detective agents whereby a 
member bank was defrauded. 
The modus operandi, which is similar to 
that used by F. Mayer, relative to whom 
articles were published in previous issues 
of the Journal, is as follows: The oper- 
ator, who in this instance used the alias 
W. A. Greene, opened an account with cash 
at a member bank in New York City, giv- 
ing his address as 27 Prescott Avenue, 
Yonkers, N. Y., and as reference F. Mines, 
214 West Thirty-fourth Street, New York 
City. After making several deposits his ac- 
count soon reached the four thousand dollar 
mark. Greene presented a check calling for 
a large amount to the bank’s teller and had 
it certified. He then duplicated this check 
including the certification. 


His next step was to call on a local 
brokerage firm, establish credit and then 
arrange for the purchase of Liberty bonds, 
which he paid for with the forged certified 
check. The broker, who was not acquainted 
with Greene, telephoned the bank and on 
verifying that “ a check for $3,777.26” had 
been certified, delivered the bonds to his 
customer. The operator quickly cashed the 
original check elsewhere. In one instance 
Greene had an accomplice known as h. M. 
Bond present the check for payment. 

This system of fraud is not easily detected 
until both checks are received, but there is 
one point, if watched closely that may lead 
to the apprehension of this criminal, viz: 
Calls relative to certifications are naturally 
referred to the certification teller, there- 


fore, should a call be received from a broker 
such as described above, a notation regard- 
ing the inquiry should be made on the ledger 
or cards referred to when payments are 
made so that when the operator endeavors 
to collect on a duplicate check the deception 
can be discovered. 

Another manner in which his work may 
be recognized is by the handwriting a sam- 
ple of which we are reproducing herewith. 

Greene is described as forty years of age, 
5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 160 pounds, 
stocky build, smooth shaven. 

Members are requested to refer this ar- 
ticle to their certification teller for his care- 
ful attention and to instruct him to comply 
with our suggestion which may prevent a 
loss to your bank. 


Certification Means Cash 


MAN using the name of JOHN SHEA, 
alias John Howard, posing as an In- 
ternal Revenue Agent, and H. B. CRUMP 
came into possession of a number of blank 
bank drafts stolen from a printer, and 
they are now disposing of them among 
merchants and brokers. : 
The drafts are drawn on large bank- 
ing institutions in New York City, New 


Haven and Philadelphia, and in order 


to secure an exact reproduction of the 
cashier’s signature, Shea purchases a 
small draft from the interested bank sim- 
ilar in form to the ones stolen. The 
cashier’s signature is then forged on a 
stolen draft, usually 
drawn for a _ large 
amount. The operator 
next calls on a local 
broker or merchant 
and arranges for the 
purchase of Liberty 
Bonds, jewelry, etc., 
tendering the forged 
draft in payment. The 
broker or merchant 
being unwilling to ac- 
cept the draft from a 
Stranger, is requested 
to send it to the draw- 


ee bank for certification, and in several in- 
stances a genuine certification was easily 
secured upon the forged draft. 

The operator usually establishes his iden- 


The Signatures of Shea and Crump 


tity by showing a gold shield and a United 
States Government card in the name of Shea 
and claims to be attached to the Revenue 
Bureau. 

Members are urgently requested to ex- 
ercise the utmost care when certifying 
or honoring drafts drawn on them. 

Particular attention is called to the 
handwriting which is reproduced here- 
with, especially to the “J’s” and “S’s”. 
These characteristics stand out on all the 
forged drafts. Attention is also directed 
to the fact that Shea is in possession of 
ostensible Government credentials. 

Shea is described as 28 to 40 years of 
age, 5 feet 8 to 9 
inches tall, weighs 190 
to 200 pounds, rud- 
dy complexion, dark 
brown hair; neat 
dresser. 

Crump is about 35 
years of age, 5 feet 8 
to 9 inches tall, weighs 
165 pounds, has. a me- 
dium build, dark 


brown hair and brown 
eyes, small dark brown 
moustache and a full 
round face. 
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A Rental Fraud 


R. DIXON, alias W. R. Dodson, 
@ has adopted a new scheme where- 
by he has defrauded landlords and at times 
banks. He answers an advertisement of 
some woman desirious of renting her house 
furnished and an appointment is made with 
the owner to meet at her bank at a given 
hour, at which time he will give his check 
for six months rent in advance. At the ap- 
pointed hour the operator, who claims to 
be an agent for the Securities Company of 
Chicago, Ill., presents a check drawn on the 
National Bank of Chicago, signed D. L. 
Hayes, Treas., for an amount exceeding the 
rent, which is paid by the bank on the land- 
lady’s introduction. At times the check is 
deposited by the owner who pays the differ- 
ence by drawing a check to the order of 
the operator against her account. These 
checks, as one banker claimed, seem to be 
bonafide and would easily deceive anyone. 
Dixon’s checks are worthless and members 
are advised not to accept these uncollected 
items unless for collection only. Members 
will likewise warn their customers. Dixon 
is described as being about 50 years of age, 
5 feet 3 inches, slender build, gray hair, neat 
appearance. 


Warning 


ROY AMRYNE entered into a contract 
with an automobile dealer to handle his car. 
Later the dealer introduced Amryne at a 
member bank in Atchison, Kans., where he 
deposited a draft drawn on the Vandeventer 
Trust and Savings Bank, St. Louis, Mo., 
for collection and secured cash on another 
check upon identification by the dealer. Both 
uncollected items were returned unpaid. A 
number of local merchants also accepted 
his checks. The operator is described as 
35 years of age, weighs 150 pounds, light 
hair, blue eyes, well dressed. 


JAMES BAKER, whose photograph is 
shown above, is wanted in Guthrie County, 
Iowa, by local authorities on a charge of 
forgery. A member bank in Guthrie Center 
suffered through his operations. Baker is 
described as 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 
160 pounds, dark complexion, gray hair, 
dark eyes, smooth shaven, lame in right hip. 


If located kindly arrest, hold and wire 
Sheriff C. C. Kennedy, Guthrie Center, 
Iowa. 


JOHN M. BARRY, after being intro- 
duced by a party well known to a member 
bank in El Paso, Tex., easily persuaded them 
to cash a check drawn on the Los Angeles 
Trust and Savings Bank, Los Angeles, Cal., 
in which bank he carries no account. Barry 
was employed in El Paso by various com- 
panies in the musical instrument business. 
This operator is reported as in Los Angeles 
at present and members there are requested 
to watch for him. 


E. A. Barrymore 


E. A. BARRYMORE, whose likeness is 
reproduced above, caused a member bank in 
Kentucky to suffer a loss by forging their 
depositor’s signature to a check. The oper- 
ator bided his time and while their customer 
visited Canada, believing this the best op- 
portunity, presented the forged instrument. 
There is no detailed description of the oper- 
ator available at present, beyond that offered 
by the accompanying snapshot. Below ap- 
pears a specimen of Barrymore’s signature. 


JOS. BROWN, alias Joe Dunn, opened an 
account at a member bank in Chicago, IIl., 
with a check drawn on the*West Side Trust 
and Savings Bank, Chicago, signed S. M. 
Kohn, which he claimed was for salary due. 
The operator was permitted to withdraw 
the greater part of his account, also to 
cash a check drawn on the Independence 
State Bank, Chicago, signed K. Matis. Both 
checks were returned as bogus. We are 
unable to publish a description of this crim- 
inal at present. 
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HarryLewisandCompany 
Checks Cashed 


SAMUEL COHEN, alias Walter Unger, 
alias Harry V. Young, is traveling through- 
out the country, claiming to represent Harry 
Lewis and Company, New York City. He 
is cashing their salary and expense checks, 
which are drawn on the State Bank, New 
York City, signed Paul Danzinger. There 
is no such concern in New York, and the 
checks are bogus. Members are cautioned 
against accepting similar checks. The op- 
erator’s description is not available, but we 
are reproducing a specimen of his writing 
below. 


Young 


F. C. FERGUSON, whose writing is re- 
produced herewith, induced a member bank 
in Pineville, Ky., to cash a check drawn by 
the Bessemer Sheet Metal and Roofing 
Company on the City National Bank, Besse- 
mer, Ala. The check was later returned 
by this bank, marked, “no such account.” 
Members will be guided accordingly. 


He Buys Factories 


GOLDFARB, giving Chicago, 
Ill, as his home town, called at the 
Chamber of Commerce, in Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., where he made known his desires 
to purchase a factory, at the same time 
requesting to be introduced to a real estate 
dealer with such a proposition on hand. 
Goldfarb was then taken to a Jewish realtor 
who made every effort to please his pros- 
pective buyer. The factory proved satis- 
factory and the necessary arrangements 
were made to close the deal. Goldfarb 
mentioned the name of a Chicago Rabbi on 
several occasions and made inquiries of the 
dealer for their Rabbi. He was given the 
desired information. The operator also re- 
quested to be introduced to the real estate 
dealer’s bank where he later presented a 
cashier’s check drawn on the Universal State 
Bank, Chicago. He advised the check was 
merely for deposit and no withdrawal would 
be made. 

The dealer, however, became suspicious 
of Goldfarb’s actions, and so advised his 
bank, but nevertheless when the operator 
returned with a similar check for payment 
the money was paid by the teller without 
question. Later developments proved both 
checks to be forgeries and that Goldfarb 
was unknown at the bank or to the Rabbi 
mentioned. The operator is described as. 
being about 40 years of age, 5 feet 6 to 7 
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inches tall, weighs 140 pounds, black hair, 
light blue eyes, refined appearance, wore 
soft hat and a black topcoat with satin col- 
lar. Members should watch for the ap- 
pearance of this criminal. 

HARRY E. HAZARD, alias Witmer V. 
Stone, publicity man and advertiser, has 
changed his business to the simpler method 
of securing funds, viz.: by means of bogus 
checks. Baltimore, Md., banks and mer- 
chants are numbered among his first victims. 
He is now operating in that vicinity. His 
checks are usually drawn on the Quaker 
City National Bank, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
signed Witmer V. Stone. 

W. M. JACKSON, alias L. C. King, col- 
ored, learned that a co-worker had an ac- 
count at a member bank in Matfield Green, 
Kan. He immediately learned the correct 
balance of the account, and, impersonating 
the depositor, phoned our member, request- 
ing that they permit him to draw his money 


through another bank. The request was ~ 


granted and the money was obtained by 
Jackson. Our member later learned of the 
deception and is endeavoring to locate the 
operator. He is described as being 35 years 
of age, 6 feet tall, weighs 165 pounds, 
slender build, yellowish brown complexion, 
one eye slightly crooked. 
ELMER KAYHAEFER, alias Edward 
E. Hard, employed as a dishwasher by a 
depositor of a member bank in Los Angeles, 
Cal., forged his employer’s signature to a 
check and succeeded in securing the money. 
Kayhaefer is described as being 19 years 
of age, 5 feet tall, weighs 160 pounds, light 
complexion, blond hair, blue eyes, teeth far 
apart, slow talker, German descent. 


HUGH H. KEHOE, an iron worker, em- 
ployed by a depositor of a member bank 
in Goose Creek, Tex., was paid off by check. 
Kehoe using this check for a sample, forged 
his employer’s signature to another check 
and succeeded in securing the cash. Kehoe’s 
parents reside in Cement City, Mo., and he 
is believed to be in that vicinity. He is 
described as being about 30 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 160 pounds, 
ruddy complexion, smooth shaven, appear- 
ance of a laborer. 


RUTH KEIRAN. A member bank in 
Manchester, N. H., cashed a check, signed 
by this woman and drawn on the State 
Street Trust Company, Boston, Mass., for 
a local automobile salesman known to them. 
The check was returned as worthless. 


J. H. KING. A party using this alias 
recently called on a New York City mer- 
chant with a friend, ordered a suit of clothes 
and tendered a check in payment, receiving 
the difference in cash. The check was 
eventually paid by a member bank in Phila- 
delphia, Pa., and later returned to them as 
a forgery. The operator is described as fol- 
lows: Age 24 years, height 5 feet 5 inches, 
weight 130 pounds, hair dark, eyes dark, 


Unwelcome Visitor 


ILLIAM J. MIERS, a 

brother-in-law of a Berger, 
Mo., farmer, recently paid his 
sister a visit. Miers claimed to 
have made a fortune on oil which 
was found on his farm in Texas 
and spent money freely on his 
relatives’ children. Accompanied 
by his brother-in-law, he called 
on a member bank in Berger and 
presented a check for a large 
amount, requesting payment in 
travelers cheques. On the 
strength of his brother’s indorse- 
ment the amount was paid. The 
check was later returned as 
bogus. The operator was traced 
to Philadelphia, Pa., where he 
disposed of several travelers 
checques. Miers is described as 
being 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 
170 pounds, light complexion, 
light hair, wore light colored suit, 
cap and overcoat. 


wore soft crush brown hat, dark blue pencil 
stripe suit and black shoes. We are re- 
producing a fascimile of his signature here- 
with 


C. S. LAKE, after being properly in- 
troduced at a member bank in Millerton, 
N. Y., presented a check drawn on the Na- 
tional City Bank, Indianapolis, Ind., which 
he succeeded in cashing. It was later re- 
turned unpaid, marked, “Insufficient Funds.” 
Lake has been traveling with his wife and 
was recently in Columbus, Ohio. Members 
are advised not to cash his checks. 


DR. ROBERT J. LEELAND. A mem- 
ber bank in San Francisco, Cal., reports 
cashing a worthless check for a party using 
this name. Checks drawn on the National 
Bank of Commerce of Seattle, Wash., were 
cashed by this operator and returned as 
bogus. He is described as being 32 years 
of age, 6 feet 2 inches tall ,weighs 180 
pounds, medium build, dark brown hair, 
blue eyes, dark complexion, small dark 
brown mustache. 


R. C. LEMBECKER, using checks drawn 
against Huth & Company, New York City, 
defrauded a member bank in Newark, N. J. 
Lembecker has no account with this com- 
pany and the checks are all being returned 
so marked. We are unable to supply his 
description at present. 


J. P. MACDONALD, a salesman, e- 
ceived a check payable to his employer and 
forged his indorsement thereon. The check 
he later presented to a member bank in 
Chicago, Ill, where his employer was 
known, and secured the cash. MacDonald is 
also known to have defrauded bankers and 
lawyers by falsely representing himself to 
be a nephew of a Judge of the Supreme 
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Court of South Dakota, Illinois and other 
States. The name J. P. MacDonald is used 
in each instance and it is believed to be 
his true name. Members are requested to 
watch for him. 


ALLAN W. McDONALD presented his 
wife’s savings pass book and a signed with- 
drawal order and succeeded in securing a 
large amount of the account. It has since 
been learned the withdrawal order was a 
forgery, and that he has deserted his wife. 
It is believed he will return to Houston, 
Tex., where he was employed as a drafts- 
man when his wife first made his acquaint- 
ance. Members will kindly advise should he 
appear. 

JOHN ANDREW McDONOUGH, rep- 
resenting himself as president of the Louis- 
iana Limestone Company, Winfield, La., de- 
frauded a member bank in San Antonio, 
Tex., by use of worthless checks of this 
company drawn on the First National Bank, 
Winfield, La. Our detective agents’ San 
Antonio representatives investigating the 
case discovered a previous record of Mc- 
Donough as having served a term in the 
United States Penitentiary, Atlanta, Ga. 
He is described as being 45 to 50 years of 
age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 198 pounds, 
stout build, blond complexion, chestnut hair, 
bald on top, slate blue eyes, scar one-half 
inch vertical, on left upper lip. A repro- 
duction of his writing is shown below. 


TOM McGRATH, who gives his address 
as 544 West 47th Street, New York City, 
defrauded a member bank in North Judson, 
Ind., through the medium of a forged check. 
Our detective agents’ New York represen- 
tatives are endeavoring to locate McGrath, 
who no longer resides at the given address. 
A warrant has been issued for his arrest. 

JOHN J. MALONEY, using a bogus 
certified check of A. H. Johnson and Com- 
pany, drawn on the Liberty Trust Com- 
pany, New York City, a non-existent bank, 
recently victimized a brokerage house in 
Philadelphia, Pa. Maloney, who is a race 
track follower, will no doubt transfer his 
activities to the vicinities of where racing 
is in vogue, and therefore suggest that 
these members be on the alert for similar 
checks. 


CLARENCE MARVIN, alias Clarence 


’ Peterson, opened an account at a member 


bank in Alameda, Cal., with a bogus check. 
This check was accepted for collection only 
but the customary check book was given 
to the operator. He is now reported as 
operating in the vicinity of Sacramento, 
Cal., with checks of our member. 


J. E. MILLER, after opening an account 
at a member bank in Pittsburgh, Pa., with 
$1, reurned to deposit a check drawn on the 
Equitable Trust Company, Wilmington, Del. 
He also deposited a small amount of cash. 
Before returns had been received on the 
deposited check, Miller tendered another 
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check for payment and succeeded in secur- 
ing the cash. -Both checks were later re- 
turned as bogus. The operator is described 
as being 38 to 40 years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weighs 135 to 140 pounds, me- 
dium build, smooth shaven, appearance of 
working man. A_ specimen of Miller’s 
writing is reproduced below. 


EVA NELSON made an attempt to 
swindle a member bank in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, but failed. She opened an account 
with a check drawn on the Citizens Trust 
and Savings Bank, Los Angeles, Cal., which 
was accepted for collection only. This 
check was later returned as bogus. The 
operator made an inquiry regarding the 
check over the phone, but made no further 
appearance at the bank. This woman is 
described as being 25 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, light com- 
plexion, wore dark suit with white fur 
collar. She may attempt to operate again. 


JASPER A. NELSON cashed a check 
drawn on the Empire Trust Company, New 
York City, in which bank he carries no 
account, and defrauded a local individual. 
Believing Nelson may attempt to defraud a 
bank we are warning all members not to ac- 
cept similar checks. We are reproducing a 
specimen of Nelson’s handwriting below. 


P. A. NEWBERG. Representing himself 
as a salesman for Marshall Field and Com- 
pany of Chicago, Ill., a party using this 
alias, called on a member bank in Niles, 
Mich., and presented a salesman’s draft for 
payment. After submitting a leather order 
book and other credentials to prove his 
connections, the draft was cashed for the 
operator. It has since been discovered the 
supplies were stolen by the operator from 
a legitimate salesman of this company. The 
draft was returned as worthless. This crim- 
inal is also known to have operated in 
Mishawaka and Goshen, Ind. He is described 
as 60 years of age, 6 feet tall, weighs 200 
pounds, gray hair almost white. 


Securities Stolen in Holdup 


A complete inventory has been made of 
the securities stolen from the Wall Lake 
Savings Bank, Wall Lake, Iowa, in the hold- 
up of April 21. Mortgages, bonds, Amert- 
can express cheques, First National Bank 
of Chicago Travelers cheques and other 
securities were taken from the safe in the 
daylight holdup. A list of these securities 
may be obtained upon application. 
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Burglars Sought 


Pat Carroll 


Clyde Nimerick 


EPRODUCED herewith are likenesses 
of CLYDE NIMERICK, alias Wood- 
ruff, and PAT CARROLL, alias James 
Ross, alias Slocum, who, on May 2, escaped 
from the County Jail at Newton, Kan., 
where they were being held for burglariz- 
ing a member bank in Walton, Kan. These 
men when at liberty are the most active 
bank burglars and holdup men in this part 
of the country and all banks should be on 
their guard against them. E 
They are described as follows: Clyde 
Nimerick is 26 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighs 140 pounds, medium build, me- 
dium complexion, light brown hair, medi- 
um slate gray eyes. Carroll alias -Slocum 
is 40 years of age, 6 feet tall, weighs 195 
pounds, good build, florid complexion, me- 
dium dark chestnut hair, blue eyes. 


WILLIAM ORGAIN, claiming to be son 
of Frank Orgain of New Orleans, La., pre- 
sented a draft signed Frank Orgain by W. 
M. Orgain to a member bank in Atlanta, 
Ga. The teller recognized Orgain as a 
technical student who had been in the bank 
on several occasions and therefore paid the 
draft which was later returned as worthless. 
This individual may again attempt to cash a 
similar draft and members are requested to 
watch for him. 


Opens $1 Accounts 


A SWINDER has attempted to  vic- 
timize banks throughout the States of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware, by 
the use of bogus checks drawn on the North 
Philadelphia Trust Company, Philadelphia, 
Pa., to which various names are signed. 
After opening an account with an initial de- 
posit of $1 he makes a subsequent deposit 
of a check described as above and later 
attempts to withdraw against the uncollected 
item. Many banks have refused to extend 
this credit, but again a few have permitted 
withdrawals. Although arrested on one 
occasion, he was successful in effecting his 
release before other charges were filed 
against him. 

This criminal has used such aliases as 


HAROLD E. PHILLIPS, Edward Lynch, 
C. B. Proctor, J. E. Wallace, George Fowl- 
er, Albert Liggett, Arthur Pierce, George 
Miller, J. K. Meyer, Robert Ross, W. F. 
Pratt, A. F. Fox and Stephen Daylor. He 
is described as 27 years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weighs 145 pounds, medium 
build, dark complexion, dark hair and eyes, 
wore pearl gray cap, and light topcoat. 

A facsimile of his handwriting is repro- 
duced herewith to aid members in recogniz- 
ing his checks. 


forge Molin 


DAN RABTOY, weaver by trade, and a 
native of Cuttingsville, Vt. is reported as 


“cashing bogus checks of the Chicopee Na- 


tional Bank, Springfield, Mass., in Proctors- 
ville, Vt., and vicinity. These checks are 
signed B. M. Smith. Rabtoy is described 
as being 40 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches 
tall, black hair, black mustache, wears 
glasses, 


A. W. ROGERS of Rogers Brothers, 
button manufacturers, opened an account 
at a member bank in Brooklyn, N. Y., de- 
positing a check on a South Carolina bank. 
He gave his office address as 150 Nassau 
Street, New York City. This check was 
later returned as bogus. Rogers is now 
drawing checks against the Brooklyn bank 
defrauding button concerns. He is described 
as medium height, weighs. 140 pounds, medi- 
um dark hair, sharp features, has rather 
hesitant and uncertain manner, particularly 
in conversation. We are reproducing below 
a facsimile of his signature. 


ZW 


J. J. RYAN. No account checks drawn 
on the First National Bank, St. Louis, Mo., 
are reported as being issued by a party us- 
ing this alias. Recent checks were cashed 
in Tipton, Mo., and vicinity. We are pub- 
lishing herewith a specimen of Ryan’s hand- 
writing. 


ALG 


FRED W. SCHULTHEIS recently 
cashed a check in Orange, New Jersey, 
which was drawn on the Bank of America, 
New York City, signed E. R. Hully. This 
check was returned as bogus. Schultheis is 
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described as 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 160 
pounds, has dark hair, somewhat gray at 
temples, pleasing personality, convincing 
talker with a slight German accent A 
specimen of his handwriting is reproduced 
below. 


FRED H. SHERMAN is wanted in 
Tampico, Mexico, on a charge of passing 
forged checks. He also attempted to de- 
fraud a member bank in San Antonio by 
use of such a check. It is requested mem- 
bers refuse checks presented by this party. 


CHARLES SMITH, known also as B. 
Dray, Harry Davis and Charles Moore, is 
reported as operating with bogus pay checks 
of Dray and Can, Builders, drawn on the 
Peninsula State Bank, Detroit, Mich. A 
description of the operator is unavailable 
at present, but we are reproducing a speci- 
men of his handwriting herewith to aid 
members in distinguishing his checks. 


Sanh. 
( Ave 


WILLIAM K. SMITH, alias Wesley 
Davis. A member bank in Kansas City, 
Mo., received a letter presumably signed 
by their depositor requesting that a new 
bank book be sent him to replace the origi- 
nal which he lost and also his balance to 
date This request was granted and the 
operator now having all the desired ma- 
terial at hand forged several checks against 
this account, causing our member a loss. 
The description of this criminal is as fol- 
lows: 20 to .22 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
in height, 140 pounds, light complexion, 
wore blue overalls, tan shirt and cap, ap- 
pearance of a laborer. A specimen of the 
operator’s handwriting is shown below. 


Payroll Slip 


ALBERT G. KEMP opened 
an account with a small cash 
deposit in the name of the Buf- 
falo Tree Company, as thew 
agent, at a Pennsylvania member 
bank. Later he deposited eight 
checks payable to his company, 
drawn on various banks and be- 
fore allowing them to clear pre- 
sented another check to our mem- 
ber for payment. This check was 
drawn to his order by Ray C. 
McNiele, Branch Manager of the 
Buffalo Tree Company for salary 
and commission. He also pro- 
duced an adding machine payroll 
slip showing the denominations 
desired. Having gained the con- 
fidence of the teller through the 
previous transactions, no ques- 
tions were asked, and the amount 
was paid. It later developed that 
all checks presented were bogus. 
Member banks should watch 
their new accounts closely and 
carefully check all addresses and 
references given. 


A party using the alias of Jos Solomon is 
reported as operating in New York City 
with forged cashiér’s checks of the Mer- 
chants and Manufacturers State Bank, 
Minneapolis, Minn. These checks are 
printed on blue safety paper and numbered 
between twelve and thirteen hundred which 
is different from the original bank check. 
No description is available at present. 


R. C. SPENCE, using such aliases as ). 
C. Keith, Barry Ortan and B. D. Spence, is 
operating in Los Angeles, Cal., and vicinity 
with bogus checks drawn on the Bank of 
Tehachpai, Cal. He is described as about 
35 to 40 years of age, 6 feet tall, weighs 165 
pounds, ruddy complexion, black hair, blue 
eyes. Members are advised not to accept 
similar checks from this party. 


A Monocled Crook 


W W. STEAVENS operating 
© against merchants with checks of 
the Pacific Coal Company, Kemmerer, 
Wyo., to which he signs the name of A. 
J. Suckman. There is no such party con- 
nected with this company and Steavens is 
unknown to them. Members are warned 
to be on the alert for this criminal who may 
attempt to defraud a bank. He is described 
as being 45 years of age, 5 feet 5 inches 
tall, weighs 150 pounds, dark complexion, 
smooth shaven, wore black derby hat, car- 
ries a cane, wore a monocle. 


JOHN C. STINSON. The North Phil- 
adelphia Trust Co., Philadelphia, Pa., re- 
ports receiving a number of checks cashed 
in Pennsylvania by a party using this and 
other aliases under which they carry no 


account. Some of the other names used are 
Frank Lipton, Harold Chapman and Elmer 
Shaffer. 


C. M. WHITE, alias E. B. Hamilton. 
Checks of the Hamilton Realty Company, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., drawn on the First 
National Bank, Colorado Springs, are being 
circulated by a party using these aliases. 
He was recently reported as cashing such 
a check in Ellsworth, Kans. These checks 
are bogus and members are advised not to 
accept them. A facsimile of the operator’s 
handwriting is reproduced herewith. 


R. H. WILLIAMS presented a check, 
drawn on the Buffalo Trust Company, 
Buffalo, N. Y., signed S. L. Jordan, to a 
member bank in Williamsport, Pa. On 
being asked for identification Williams left 
the bank and returned with a local party 
who also endorsed the check, on the strength 
of which payment was granted. The check 
has since been returned as bogus and Wil- 
liams has disappeared. To aid members in 
recognizing his checks a facsimile of his 
signature is reproduced. 


GEORGE WHIRFIELD, posing as an 
Episcopal minister, recently defrauded a 
member bank in South Jacksonville, Fla., by 
the use of a bogus check drawn on the 
Northwestern National Bank, Portland, Ore. 
Whirfield gave his address as 195 Burnside 
Street, Portland, Ore. This party is 
described as an elderly man. 


Ye. 


Counterfeit $5 Note 


HE Treasury Department at Washing- 

ton, D. C., advises the following described 
counterfeit $5 Federal Reserve Note being 
circulated : 

On the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York; check letter “C”; plate number in- 
distinct; W. G. McAdoo, Secretary of the 
Treasury; John Burke, Treasurer of the 
United States; portrait of Lincoln. 
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This counterfeit is apparently printed 
from zinc-etched plates, on two pieces of 
paper, between which some blue silk threads 
have been distributed. The workmanship 
on this counterfeit is so poor that we do 
not believe it warrants a more detailed 
description, 


Bank Holdups 


Captured 


O* April 4, 1924, a member bank in 
Bellmore, L. I., was entered by bandits, 
held up and robbed. At the time an un- 
armed salesman also entered and was shot 
and killed by one of the bandits. The men 
made their getaway in a Buick sedan which 
was later abandoned. The license plates 
were left on the car which was the direct 
cause of the capture of the bandits. In 
checking the license numbers and the ad- 
dresses new leads developed which, when 
followed up by local authorities, uncovered 
the location of Stanley Klvane, Ambrose 
Ross, John J. Slattery and the latter’s 
brother-in-law, who were placed under ar- 
rest. Ross and Klvane were positively iden- 
tified as among the bandits whe entered the 
bank. 

They are all being held on this charge. 
Our detective agents’ New York representa- 
tives who are also working on the case are 
cooperating with the local authorities 
through their investigation. 


Rockefeller’s Friend 


John Wilmer Rosenbach 


OHN WILMER ROSENBACH, alias J. 

W. Martin, alias C. H. Roberts, who 
posed as a friend of members of the Presi- 
dent’s Cabinet and produced photographs 
of himself grouped with well known people, 
such as Marshal Foch, John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr. and Wm. G. McAdoo, was arrested by 
local authorities in Baltimore, Md., on a 
charge of issuing bogus checks. Rosenbach 
endeavored to dispose of an envelope con- 
taining many blank checks but was caught 
in the act by arresting officers. He is be- 
lieved to be wanted in various parts of the 
country. A photograph of Rosenbach is 
reproduced herewith and it is requested 
that this association be notified in the event 
he is identified in connection with other 
charges. : 


P. E. B. SMITH, who had defrauded a 
member bank in Cleveland, Ohio, by use 
of a bogus check drawn on the Equitable 
Trust Co., New York City, was arrested in 
Cleveland by local authorities. He is now 
being held at that point to await trial. 


Homer La Grange 


Last of Bandits Is Apprehended 


HOMER LA GRANGE, whose photo- 
graph is reproduced above, the remaining 
bandit being sought of the quintet who re- 
cently held up a member bank in New 
Haven, Mich., was recently arrested in 
Highland Park, Mich., on a minor offense. 
La Grange was suspected in connection with 
the holdup and a complete confession was 
secured from him. He was ‘later tried, 
found guilty, and given a sentence of 25 to 
40 years. 


FRED MOORE and JACK THOMP- 
SON, farmers, are being held in the Hills- 
boro, Mo., jail, charged with participating 
in the holdup of a member bank in Festus, 
Mo. The teller of the bank at the time of 
the holdup recognized these men as local 
citizens and warned them not to take the 
money. He immediately reported them to 
the local authorities, who lost no time in 
causing their arrest. 


L. A. NEIBERGER, badly wanted in 
Chicago, Ill, Detroit, Mich. and other 
cities, on charges of issuing forged checks, 
was arrested in Chicago by the local au- 
thorities cooperating with our detective 
agents’ Chicago representatives. Neiberger 
is now being held in Chicago and may be 
returned to Detroit for trial. 


CHARLES W. NORMAN, alias Ralph 
Stevens, representing himself as Western 
District Counsel for the Oceanic Insurance 
Company of America, opened an account 
at a Detroit, Mich., member bank, with one 
of their drafts which was later returned as 
bogus. Norman made a similar attempt at 
another bank, but was detained to await the 
arrival of our detective agents’ Detroit 
representatives. After securing a confes- 
sion from him he was placed under arrest 


by local authorities. Norman is now being 
held to await trial. 


MRS. MEYERS PRIES was arrested in 
Atlanta, Ga., through the efforts of our de- 
tective agents’ Atlanta representatives, who 
had received a report that she defrauded a 
local member bank by use of forged checks. 
Mrs. Pries confessed to her guilt and to 
the fact that she was a user of dope. She 
was tried, found guilty and sentenced. The 
disposition of her case is given elsewhere in 
this issue. 


HOWARD J. PRINE opened an account 
at a member bank in New York City, de- 
positing a bogus check He was refused 
permission to make withdrawals. He then 
called at a local hotel where he remained 
for several days and left owing a large 
bill. He was finally apprehended in New 
York City, and held on the latter charge. 
It was later learned he operated in Fal- 
coner, N. Y., where he defrauded a member 
bank. He will be returned to that point 
after his release on the New York charge. 


Removed 
Forgers, etc. 


Byrne, Geo. C.—Indeterminate sentence, 
Washington State Reformatory, Monroe, 
Wash. 

Collins, Thoburn—Released, restitution ef- 
fected. 

Contraras, Frank J.—Released, insufficient 
evidence. 

Coret, Emil—Probation. 

Darner, Floyd—Discharged, found not 
guilty. 

Edwards, G. E—1 to 14 years, California 
State Prison, San Quentin, Calif. 

Etzwiler, J. E—Six months, Oregon State 
Penitentiary, Salem, Ore. 

Griffin, L. H.—1 year probation. 

Koach, Miss Marie—Case Nolle Prossed 


LaMar, George—1 to 14 years, California 


State Prison, San Quentin, Calif. 
Linden, Peter M.—3 years, United States 
Prison, Ft. Leavenworth, Kans. 


Little, Geo. Stevens—National Training . 


School Washington, D. C., until of age. 
Pries, Mrs, Meyer—2 to 4 years, State 
Farm, Milledgeville, Ga. 
Rock, R. L.—Probation. 
Saunders, Zethies—1 to 14 years, Cali- 
fornia State Prison, San Quentin, Calif. 
Williams, George—1 to 20 years, Western 
Penitentiary, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Forgers, etc.... 


Dis- 
charged |Fugitive, 


Burglars....... 


Holdup robbers. 


Sneak thieves. . 


Con- or escape, |Awaiting 
victed | acquit- | insane trial 
ted or died 
148 48 15 118 
12 
2 6 32 
50 21 162 


| 
2 
| | 
Tod 
Be 
J 
q 
q Awaiting|Arrested |Arrested 
trial since in Total 
August | August | May, 
q 31, 1923 |} 31,1923] 1924 
110 204 15 219 
: 
Total.....| 156 248 21 325 | 


